
| 1

Petition to Arrest Tony Blair for War Crimes in the
Middle East. The Cameron Government’s Response

By Steven Smith
Global Research, December 09, 2015
Petitions: UK Government and Parliament 8
December 2015

Region: Europe, Middle East & North Africa
Theme: Crimes against Humanity, Law and

Justice
In-depth Report: IRAQ REPORT

TEXT OF PETITION

Tony Blair led us into a war, using lies and deception, resulting in the death of thousands of
our soldiers and hundreds of thousands of civilians. His actions have given rise to instability
in the region and terror groups the freedom to rise. He should be arrested and put in prison.
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The Cameron Government’s Response

The Iraq Inquiry’s report is expected to be published in June/July 2016. It is very important
the Inquiry sets out for the British people what happened and why, so that all the lessons
can be learned.

The UK was one of more than 40 countries which contributed to military operations in Iraq
from 2003 onwards.  It  is  clearly  in  the interests  of  the British public  –  and particular
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important to the families of the 179 UK service personnel who lost their lives in Iraq – to
understand how decisions were made by government in the run-up to the conflict in Iraq in
2003, and in the years that followed, up to the withdrawal of the last UK combat troops in
July 2009.

Government  expects  that  public  interest  to  be  met  by  the  Iraq  Inquiry,  which  was
announced in June 2009 to consider all aspects of the UK’s involvement in Iraq from 2001 –
2009, including the way decisions were made and actions taken, to establish as accurately
as possible what happened and to identify lessons to be learned, in order that, should the
UK face similar situations in future, the government of the day is best equipped to respond
to those situations in the most effective manner in the best interests of the country.

The Inquiry,  which  is  independent  of  government  has  taken evidence from some 150
witnesses, some on more than one occasion, and will draw upon thousands of documents,
many of them highly sensitive, to support its conclusions. Government is committed to
providing whatever assistance it can in supporting the conclusion of the Inquiry’s work.

Cabinet Office

At 100,000 signatures…

At 100,000 signatures, this petition will be considered for debate in Parliament
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