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The Combined Joint Task Force, in its monthly assessment of civilian casualties from the U.S.
coalition’s operations against ISIS acknowledged at least 352 civilians had been killed in
U.S.-led strikes in Iraq and Syria since the operation began in 2014.

According to The Guardian, however, the Pentagon put civilian deaths in strikes on ISIS way
lower than outside groups. Such a conclusion was made due to the latest data published by
Airwars monitoring group. Airwars estimated that 3,164 civilians had been killed by the US-
led coalition’s indiscriminate air strikes since the beginning of the ‘counter-terrorism’
operation in Syria and Iraqg. Earlier, Airwars reported that only in March this year, as a result
of the numerous coalition’s attacks, the number of civilian casualties increased to 1,782.

According to Amnesty International, the likely civilian death toll in Syria from air strikes by
Coalition forces between 23 September 2014 and August 2016 was in the range of 804 to
1,213. It was also reported that such an impressive number of victims was caused by
inaccurate air strikes, erroneously carried out mainly not at the positions of terrorists, but at
residential areas and civil infrastructure.

In this regard, it becomes clear why the command of the international coalition deliberately
hides the real number of victims in Irag and Syria. Having officially acknowledged the deaths
of such an impressive number of civilians, Washington will be forced to acknowledge the low
level of training of the U.S. Armed Forces in fighting terrorism.

The White House can't allow this. Now all its efforts are directed to a show of force such as
the previous strikes at the Syrian Shayrat airfield. Moreover, in order to maintain the image
of a superpower, Washington is ready to neglect even the lives of helpless civilians.

There is no doubt that it is difficult for Washington to hide the real number of casualties
among civilians during its military operation in Syria and Iraqg. To try and mitigate the
reaction of the world community, the Combined Joint Task Force can only dose the ‘new
information’ about the victims and demonstratively express its deepest sympathies to the
families and others affected by the coalition’s air strikes.

Anna Jaunger is a freelance journalist from Inside Syria Media Center.
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