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U.S. European Command (EUCOM) and officials from the Hungarian Defense Force met at
the Kecskemét Air Base in Hungary on July 16 to sign an agreement allowing the U.S. assess
to and use of two air bases in the country. The bases are the one the agreement was signed
at and the Papa Air Base.

Army Major General Charles Miller, EUCOM’s director of plans, policy, strategy and
capabilities, was guoted by his command’s website as stating:

“These agreements allow U.S. forces to access and utilize these air bases in cooperation
with the Hungarian Defence Force.” Indicating that securing the bases is not the final
stage in bilateral military cooperation, he added, “This signing brings with it new
opportunities for even greater collaboration and coordination with our Hungarian Allies.”

The agreement was reached under provisions of the 2019 Defense Cooperation Agreement
between the U.S. and Hungary. Similar pacts have been signed with most former members
of the long-defunct Warsaw Pact to provide air bases to the U.S. and NATO since 2004. A
partial list of such bases will follow.

The American chargé d'dffaires in Budapest, Marc Dillard, affirmed:

“This signing demonstrates that the Defense Cooperation Agreement continues to
deepen our already robust collective defense cooperation as NATO Allies and helps us
prepare for the 21st century security challenges we face together.”

After Hungary joined the military alliance in 1999 the Papa Air Base was declared a NATO
reserve base. It was designated a Main Operating Base and hosted three NATO Strategic
Airlift Capability aircraft from 2007 onward.

In 2020 the NATO Support and Procurement Agency completed a project to modernise
components of the base. It has hosted C-17 Globemaster Ill long-range cargo jets as the
Heavy Airlift Wing facet of the 12-nation multinational Strategic Airlift Capability, the world’s
first multinational strategic airlift operation. Its partners at the time it achieved full
operational capability in 2012 were NATO members Hungary, Bulgaria, Estonia, Lithuania,
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the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Romania, Slovenia and the U.S., as well as (now) NATO
Enhanced Opportunities Partners Finland and Sweden. The base and the operation were
used extensively for NATO’s war in Afghanistan.

With the acquisition of the two Hungarian bases the U.S, and NATO (they're truly
indistinguishable) have now moved into several air bases in former Warsaw Pact countries
since the first round of post-Cold War NATO expansion in 1999.

They include:

» Bulgaria: Bezmer Air Base and Graf Ignatievo Air Base

= Estonia: Amari Air Base

» Hungary: Kecskemét Air Base and Papa Air Base

= Lithuania: Siauliai Air Base

» Poland: task Air Base and Malbork Air Base

= Romania: Deveselu Air Base, Mihail Kogalniceanu International Airport and

Romanian Air Force 71st Air Base at Campia Turzii.

The Deveselu Air Base in Romania was reopened by the U.S. and NATO and now hosts
Standard Missile-3 interceptor missiles directly across the Black Sea from Russia. All have
been expanding and modernized.

The air force component of NATO’s military buildup along what the military alliance terms its
Eastern Flank - which is Russia’s western border - is constantly advancing. Someone in
Moscow should be getting the message by now.
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bellum)

The original source of this article is Anti-bellum
Copyright © Rick Rozoff, Anti-bellum, 2021

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research


https://balkaninsight.com/2021/05/18/us-to-turn-romanian-airbase-into-nato-black-sea-hub/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-36272686
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-36272686
https://antibellum679354512.wordpress.com/
https://antibellum679354512.wordpress.com/
https://antibellum679354512.wordpress.com/2021/07/17/pentagon-gains-two-new-air-bases-in-hungary/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/rick-rozoff
https://antibellum679354512.wordpress.com/2021/07/17/pentagon-gains-two-new-air-bases-in-hungary/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/

Articles by: Rick Rozoff

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in

print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: lication
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the

copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

| 3


https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/rick-rozoff
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

