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Palestine Solidarity: Freedom Flotilla III and
Empowering Gaza with Solar Power
Global Research News Hour Episode 109

By Michael Welch
Global Research, June 20, 2015

Region: Canada, Middle East & North Africa
Theme: GLOBAL RESEARCH NEWS HOUR

In-depth Report: FLOTILLA TO GAZA,
PALESTINE

“You take my water, Burn my olive trees

Destroy my house,  Take my job

Steal my land,  Imprison my father

Kill my mother, Bomb my country

Starve us all, Humiliate us all

But …I am to blame: I shot a rocket back.”

(Placard first seen in Gaza, 2012. Courtesy of Felicity Arbuthnot)
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The territory known as the Gaza Strip, or Gaza lines the Eastern shore of the Mediterranean
Sea, bordering Egypt to the southwest and Israel on the east and north.

In spite of the disengagement of Israeli forces nearly a decade ago, the United Nations,
international  human  rights  organizations  and  the  majority  of  governments  and  legal
commentators around the world consider the territory to be occupied.Israeli Defense forces
maintains control over all airspace and territorial waters and all crossings in and out of
Gaza. The situation fostered dependence on Israel for trade, water, sewage, electricity,
currency communication networks, and issuing IDs and permits to enter and leave the
terrirory. [1]

Tensions following the election of the Palestinian Islamic organization Hamas to power in
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Gaza provoked tensions with Israel leading to the 2008 war, and a blockade allowing only
limited amounts of medical humanitarian aid through. [2]

Israel argues that the blockade is necessary in order to prevent Hamas, deemed a terrorist
group by many Western countries, from re-arming and launching Palestinian rocket attacks.
[3]

The restrictions on access to basic building construction materials, medical suppliesand food
stuffs has depressed the economy and standard of life for Gazans, and prompted many to
refer to the region as the world’s largest open air prison. [4]

Since  2008,  a  unique  effort  known  as  the  Freedom  Flotilla  was  conceived  to  try  to  break
through the blockade and bring  much needed assistance to  the  struggling  Palestinian
population there who urgently need it.

As Freedom Flotilla III is departing from an undisclosed location in the Mediterranean Sea to
Gaza, this week’s Global Research News Hour focuses on activists abroad coming to the
assistance of that region’s destitute population.

Robert Lovelace is a Continuing Adjunct Professor in the Department of Global Development
Studies at Queens University and a member of the Ardoch Algonquin First Nation. He is
joining the Freedom Flotilla for the second time, and left Canada on June 15, 2015. Updates
of his voyage can be found on his Decolonization Blog.

Richard Day is an Associate Professor of Global Development Studies at Queens University
in Kingston, Ontario, Canada. He is functioning as a spokesperson for his colleague, Robert
Lovelace who is travelling on board one of the Freedom Flotilla Ships toward Gaza.

David Heap is a Canadian activist and a steering committee member of the Canadian Boat
to Gaza contingent of the Freedom Flotilla III. He is also a past participant in the Freedom
Flotilla.

Dr. Benjamin Thomson is a physician working out of Toronto. He has worked in Gaza and is
one of three physicians along with Dr. Tarek Loubani, and Dr. Dalal Dahrouj championing,
EmpowerGaza an initiative geared toward providing reliable, renewable solar energy for
hospitals in Gaza.
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The Global Research News Hour airs every Friday at 1pm CT on CKUW 95.9FM in Winnipeg. The
programme is also podcast at globalresearch.ca .

https://freedomflotilla.org/
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/06/flotilla-gaza-set-sail-150618144302974.html
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bob-Lovelace-Decolonization-Blog/222117117808310
https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/empowergaza-solar-power-for-gaza-hospitals#/story
http://radio4all.net/responder.php/download/81379/89805/101854/?url=http://www.radio4all.net/files/scottprice666@hotmail.com/4319-1-GRNH_June_19_2015_episode_109_session_mixdown.mp3
http://radio4all.net/responder.php/download/81379/89805/101854/?url=http://www.radio4all.net/files/scottprice666@hotmail.com/4319-1-GRNH_June_19_2015_episode_109_session_mixdown.mp3
http://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/global-research-news-hour
http://ckuw.ca/
http://globalresearch.ca/


| 3

The  show can be heard on the Progressive Radio Network at prn.fm. Listen in every Monday at 3pm
ET.

Community Radio Stations carrying the Global Research News Hour:

CFUV 101. 9 FM in Victoria. Airing Sundays from 7-8am PT.

CHLY 101.7 FM in Nanaimo, B.C – Thursdays at 1pm PT

Boston College Radio WZBC 90.3FM NEWTONS  during the Truth and Justice Radio Programming slot
-Sundays at 7am ET.

Port Perry Radio in Port Perry, Ontario – Thursdays at 1pm ET

Burnaby Radio Station CJSF out of Simon Fraser University. 90.1FM to most of Greater Vancouver,
from Langley to Point Grey and from the  North Shore to the US Border. It is also available on 93.9
FM cable in the communities of SFU, Burnaby, New Westminister, Coquitlam, Port Coquitlam, Port
Moody, Surrey and Delta, in British Columbia Canada. – Tune in every Saturday at 6am.

Notes:

1) https://en.wikipedia.org/?title=Gaza_Strip#cite_note-occ-4

2) ibid

3) ibid

4) ibid
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