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***

The latest warning of the Earth’s mounting extinction crisis is coming from its lakes and
rivers.

A new report  from a coalition of  16 conservation groups warns that almost a third of
freshwater fish species face extinction because of human activity.

“Nowhere is the world’s nature crisis more acute than in our rivers, lakes and
wetlands, and the clearest indicator of the damage we are doing is the rapid
decline  in  freshwater  fish  populations.  They  are  the  aquatic  version  of  the
canary in the coal mine, and we must heed the warning,” Stuart Orr, WWF
global freshwater lead, said in a statement Tuesday announcing the report.

WWF is  one of  the many organizations  behind the report,  along with  the Alliance for
Freshwater Life, Conservation International and The Nature Conservancy, to name a few.
Together, the groups emphasized the incredible diversity of the world’s freshwater fish and
their importance for human wellbeing.
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By Freshwaters Illustrated via the WWF report

There are a total of 18,075 freshwater fish species in the world, accounting for 51 percent of
all fish species and 25 percent of all vertebrates. They are an important food source for 200
million people and provide work for 60 million. But their numbers are in decline. The IUCN
Red List of Threatened Species has declared 80 to be extinct, 16 of those in 2020 alone. The
numbers of migratory freshwater fish such as salmon have declined 76 percent since 1970,
while mega-fish such as beluga sturgeon have fallen by 94 percent in the same time period.
In fact, freshwater biodiversity is plummeting at twice the rate of biodiversity in the oceans
and forests.

Despite this, freshwater fish get much less attention than their saltwater counterparts, the
report authors say. Titled “The World’s Forgotten Fishes,” it argues that policy makers rarely
consider river wildlife when making decisions.

The  main  threats  to  freshwater  fish  include  building  dams,  syphoning  river  water  for
irrigation,  releasing  wastewater  and  draining  wetlands.  Other  factors  include  overfishing,
introducing  invasive  species  and  the  climate  crisis.

“As we look to adapt to climate change and we start to think about all the
discussions that governments are going to have on biodiversity, it’s really a
time for us to shine a light back on freshwater,” Orr told NBC News.

To protect these forgotten fishes, the report authors outlined a six-point plan:
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1. Let rivers flow more naturally;
2. Improve water quality in freshwater ecosystems;
3. Protect and restore critical habitats;
4. End overfishing and unsustainable sand mining in rivers and lakes;
5. Prevent and control invasions by non-native species; and
6. Protect free-flowing rivers and remove obsolete dams.

They  also  called  on  world  leaders  to  include  freshwater  ecosystems  in  an  ambitious
biodiversity agreement at the upcoming UN Convention on Biological Diversity conference in
Kunming, China.

By Hkun Lat/WWF-Myanmar

But the solution will require more than just government action.

“It’s  now  more  urgent  than  ever  that  we  find  the  collective  political  will  and
effective  collaboration  with  private  sector,  governments,  NGOs  and
communities,  to  implement  nature-based  solutions  that  protect  freshwater
species, while also ensuring human needs are met,” Carmen Revenga of The
Nature Conservancy told BBC News.
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Read the report here.

*

Note to readers: please click the share buttons above or below. Forward this article to your
email lists. Crosspost on your blog site, internet forums. etc.

Featured image is from WWF

The original source of this article is EcoWatch
Copyright © Olivia Rosane, EcoWatch, 2021

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Olivia Rosane

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://wwfint.awsassets.panda.org/downloads/world_s_forgotten_fishes__report_final__1.pdf
https://www.ecowatch.com/forgotten-fish-conservation-2650723354.html
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/olivia-rosane
https://www.ecowatch.com/forgotten-fish-conservation-2650723354.html
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/olivia-rosane
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

