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Worldwide Military Spending Reaches $2400 Billion.
Plenty of Money for Weapons. Shortfall in Funds for
United Nations (OCHA) Humanitarian Endeavours
OCHA Tried to Raise Just 2.4% of World Military Budget for Its Humanitarian
Work in 2023 But Received Only 0.8%
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***

In 2023, the world spent $2400 billion on military expenditure.

During the same year the UN’s Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) tried
to raise $57 billion for people facing humanitarian crisis all over the world.

This was just about 2.4% of the world’s military budget. However it could actually
raise only about $20 billion. This amounted to just 0.8 per cent of the military
expenditure of the world. 

This was less than one third of what a single country (the USA) provided by way of military
assistance.

This was only 2.2% of the overall military budget of the USA of around 900 billion USA
dollars.
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The funding shortfall of almost two-thirds was the biggest shortfall that OCHA has ever
experienced, at a time when billionaires are adding more to their wealth than ever before.

What were the implications of this huge gap between what was needed and what could be
raised.  The  UN  Under-Secretary  General  for  Humanitarian  Assistance  Martin  Griffiths
stated  very  sadly,

“Throughout the year (2023) humanitarian agencies had to make increasingly painful
decisions, including cutting life-saving food, water and health programming.”

So this is the reality of the world today, plenty of money is available for weapons
that  take life,  but  even a  small  share  of  this  is  not  available  for  the  most
important life-saving work to be taken up in the most difficult situations.

An OCHA document says that the big shortfall of funds last year led to inability to reach
people in the most desperate situations—

In Afghanistan 10 million people lost access to food assistance between May
2023 and November 2023;
In  Myanmar,  more  than  half  a  million  people  were  left  in  desperate  living
conditions;
In Yemen more than 80% targeted for assistance could not get proper water and
sanitation;
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In Nigeria only 2% of the women expecting sexual and reproductive services and
gender-based violence protection received it.

Here it may be mentioned that even the $57 billion projection of the budget needed was
meant to cover only a part of the people actually needing humanitarian assistance. The
actual funds received were less than the funds received in the previous year (something
that is very rare), despite the big crises situations appearing and then deteriorating rapidly
in places like Gaza and Sudan. Hence OCHA and its partners could reach only 38% of those
who had been targeted for providing very urgently needed help.

While expressing his serious concern at this situation, Martin Griffiths also quoted the World
Food Program (WFP) as stating that any one per cent cut can put 400,000 more people in
serious food insecurity.

Discouraged by this situation, OCHA with its 1900 partner organization has asked for only 46
billion dollars for year 2024, compared to its call for 57 billion dollars in the previous year.

This is despite the fact that the number of people needing humanitarian assistance has
increased this year to 300 million. OCHA has cut down its ambitions and it is now trying to
provide humanitarian assistance to only 180 million people (in 72 countries) out of these
300 million people. Last year it was able to provide life-saving assistance to 128 million
people, according to its own data.

Clearly  significant  efforts  should  be  made  to  substantially  improve  the  funds  position  of
OCHA, with its partner organizations, so that together they can reach out to as many people
as possible to provide humanitarian assistance.

However the even bigger challenge remains to reduce the incidence and seriousness of
humanitarian crises situations.
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