4 Gln balResearch

Center for Research on Globalizaticn

Obama: “The Peacemaker”

By Glenn Greenwald and Anthony Freda Region: USA
Global Research, August 13, 2015 Theme: Militarization and WMD

As commander-in-chief, | have not shied away from using force when
necessary. | have ordered tens of thousands of young Americans into combat.

I've ordered military action in seven countries. Barack Obama

By “ordered military actions in seven countries,” what he means is that he has ordered
bombs dropped, and he has extinguished the lives of thousands of innocent people, in seven

different countries, all of which just so happen to be predominantly Muslim.

The list includes one country where he twice escalated a war that was being waged when he
was inaugurated (Afghanistan), another where he withdrew troops to great fanfare only to
then order a new bombing campaign (Iraq), two countries where he converted very rare
bombings into a constant stream of American violence featuring cluster bombs and
“signature strikes” (Pakistan and Yemen), one country where he continued the policy of
bombing at will (Somalia), and one country where he started a brand new war even in the
face of Congressional rejection of his authorization to do so, leaving it in tragic shambles
(Libya). That doesn’t count the aggression by allies that he sanctioned and supported (in
Gaza), nor the proxy wars he enabled (the current Saudi devastation of Yemen), nor the
whole new front of cyberattacks he has launched, nor the multiple despots he has propped
up, nor the clandestine bombings that he still has not confirmed (Philippines).
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[As the military historian and former U.S. Army Col. Andrew Bacevich noted in the
Washington Post after Obama began bombing Syria, “Syria has become at least the 14th
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country in the Islamic world that U.S. forces have invaded or occupied or bombed, and in
which American soldiers have killed or been killed. And that'’s just since 1980.” That is the
fact that, by itself, renders tribalistic Westerners who obsessively harp on the violence of
Muslims such obvious self-deluded jokes.]

The overall record of the 2009 Nobel Peace Prize laureate is one of violence, militarism and
aggression that has left a pile of dead bodies of innocent people. That Obama feels the need
(or desire) to boast about how many countries he’s bombed, and that the only mainstream
criticisms of him in the Iran debate is that he is too unwilling to use more aggression and
force, says a lot about Obama, but even more about U.S. political culture. And none of what
it says is good.

Glenn Greenwald
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