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Obama Hails Police Lockdown, Covers Up State Role
in Boston Bombings
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At a White House press conference Tuesday, President Barack Obama praised the April 19
police-military lockdown of metropolitan Boston and dismissed questions regarding links
between the suspected Boston Marathon bombers and US intelligence and police agencies.
He went on to repeat the increasingly discredited official line that the alleged bombers had
been “self-radicalized” and acted alone.

Even as Obama spoke, federal officials were announcing that they were seeking to question
at least half a dozen “persons of interest” both in the US and Russia who may have been
involved in the twin bombings near the finish line of the marathon in downtown Boston. That
criminal act killed three people and wounded more than 160 others.

On  Wednesday,  the  British  Daily  Mail  reported  that  Saudi  Arabian  officials  in  2012  sent  a
written  report  to  high  officials  in  the  US  Department  of  Homeland  Security  detailing  their
concerns about one of the Boston bombing suspects, Tamerlan Tsarnaev, and warning that
he might be planning a terrorist attack.

Tamerlan Tsarnaev, 26, was shot dead by police on April 19. His younger brother, Dzhokhar,
19, is in federal custody in a prison hospital in Massachusetts.

A “highly  placed source,”  according to  the British  newspaper,  said  the information on
Tsarnaev was based on intelligence developed in Yemen. The letter explained that the Saudi
government had denied an entry visa to Tsarnaev in December 2011, when he was seeking
to make a pilgrimage to Mecca.

The  Saudi  official  told  the  Mail  that  the  information  was  “very  specific”  and  warned  that
“something was going to happen in a major US city.”

The newspaper further reported that a US Homeland Security official on Tuesday confirmed
the existence of the 2012 letter.

Later  on  Wednesday,  the  Saudi  embassy  in  Washington  DC  denied  that  the  Saudi
government had made any such warning to the US about Tamerlan Tsarnaev. Its statement
was followed by denials from the White House and the Homeland Security Department.

The alleged Saudi warning on the activities of Tsarnaev adds to the evidence of multiple
warnings  from foreign  intelligence  authorities  and  US  government  acknowledgment  of
extensive  contact  between  American  security  and  intelligence  agencies  and  Tamerlan
Tsarnaev.
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The US government has admitted that Russian intelligence sent a warning to the Federal
Bureau of Investigation in March of 2011 about Tamerlan Tsarnaev and followed six months
later  with  a  warning to  the  Central  Intelligence Agency.  The Russians  said  they were
concerned that Tsarnaev, an ethnic Chechen, had become a radical Islamist jihadist and was
planning to travel to the Russian Caucasus and meet with the separatist underground there.

Despite the fact that the elder Tsarnaev brother was put on several terrorism watch lists and
was questioned by the FBI, he was allowed to travel unhindered to Dagestan in the Northern
Caucasus in January of 2012 and remain in the highly explosive region for six months,
returning to the US in July of last year.

NBC News has reported that the Russian internal security service also gave the FBI a case
file on Tsarnaev in November of 2012, after his return to the US and five months before the
Boston bombings, concerning his activities while in southern Russia. NBC reported that the
police witnessed Tsarnaev meeting six separate times with a known Islamist terrorist at a
Salafi mosque in Makhachkala, the capital of Dagestan.

In  recent  days,  US  officials  have  said  they  are  investigating  such  contacts.  The  New York
Times  reported  Monday:  “Two  Russian  government  officials  said  Tamerlan  Tsarnaev
exchanged notes over the Internet with William Plotnikov, a boxer who moved with his
parents from Russia to Canada before joining militants in the North Caucasus. And they said
Mr. Tsarnaev met several times in early 2012 with Mansur Makhmud Nidal,  an alleged
militant from the Russian province of Dagestan and suspected jihadist recruiter.”

Both Plotnikov and Nidal were killed by Russian security forces while Tamerlan Tsarnaev was
in Dagestan.

Also on Wednesday, federal authorities arrested three students, classmates of Dzhokhar
Tsarnaev  at  the  University  of  Massachusetts  at  Dartmouth,  and  charged  them  with
obstructing  justice  and  making  false  statements  to  federal  investigators.  The  criminal
complaint  does  not  allege  that  the  students,  two  Kazakhs  and  one  US  citizen,  had
foreknowledge of the bombings or played any role in them. Rather, it alleges that they
disposed of potentially incriminating evidence from Tsarnaev’s dorm room after the FBI had
released video footage showing the two Tsarnaev brothers at the scene of the bombings
and declared the two to be prime suspects.

At the Tuesday press conference, Obama responded to a reporter who cited Republican
charges  that  the  police  and  intelligence  agencies  had  failed  to  share  intelligence  on
Tamerlan Tsarnaev that might have prevented the bombings, saying, “I think that all our
law enforcement officials  performed in an exemplary fashion after  the bombing had taken
place.”

He then acknowledged that Russian intelligence had alerted US agencies “about the older
brother as well as the mother, indicating that they might be sympathizers to extremists,”
but went on to whitewash the fact that the FBI, CIA and Homeland Security Department took
no steps that could have prevented execution of the terror plot.

“It’s not as if the FBI did nothing,” he said. “They not only investigated the older brother;
they interviewed the older brother. They concluded that there were no signs that he was
engaging in extremist activity… based on what I’ve seen so far, the FBI performed its duties;
Department of Homeland Security did what it was supposed to be doing.”
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Obama then implied that the two bombing suspects were “home-grown” terrorists who had
acted  alone.  “One  of  the  dangers  that  we  now  face,”  he  said,  “are  self-radicalized
individuals who are already here in the United States, [who] in some cases may not be part
of any kind of network…”

In  a  further  effort  to  explain  away  multiple  warnings  from  Russian  intelligence  about  the
radical jihadist sympathies and potential terrorist ties of Tamerlan Tsarnaev, and the fact
that the family was well known to US intelligence agencies, Obama added that “all of this
has to be done in the context of our laws, due process.”

It is difficult to capture in words the scale of Obama’s hypocrisy and cynicism. In one breath
he hailed an unprecedented police-state operation involving thousands of troops and heavily
armed police, as well as armored vehicles and military helicopters, carried out to enforce a
“shelter  in  place”  order  and  conduct  warrantless  house-to-house  searches  of  entire
neighborhoods—all in search of one 19-year-old youth—and in the next he claimed to be
upholding “due process.”

Not only did this de facto state of siege violate virtually every civil liberty inscribed in the Bill
of  Rights,  but Obama’s Justice Department decided not to read Dzhokhar Tsarnaev his
Miranda rights to remain silent and have a lawyer present at any interrogation. The Los
Angeles  Times  reported that  the interagency High Value Detainee Interrogation Group
ignored repeated requests for legal counsel from the severely wounded suspect during 16
hours of questioning.

Obama’s  attempt  to  portray  the  alleged  Boston  bombers  as  lone-wolf  terrorists  who
operated without  any external  help  or  foreign  ties  is  consistent  with  the  official  line  given
out by the White House since the killing of Tamerlan and capture of Dzhokhar Tsarnaev. It
appears that this claim is motivated by a desire to divert attention from the connections of
the suspects with US intelligence agencies.

In addition to the multiple warnings cited above and evidence of direct contact between
Tamerlan  Tsarnaev  and  reputed  terrorists  in  Dagestan,  other  facts  belie  the  official  story
that the elder brother dropped below the radar of the FBI, CIA and Homeland Security
Department due to a “failure to communicate” on the part of the agencies.

After his return to Boston from Russia last year, Tsarnaev, according to the Washington
Post, “assembled an extensive playlist of jihadist videos online.” And he was ejected from
his mosque in the Boston area after making inflammatory anti-American statements. As one
media source recently noted, since 9/11 the FBI has maintained a program of surveillance
and the use of informants in mosques across the US.

In every major terror event in the US for more than a decade, it has emerged that the
alleged perpetrators were well known to US police and intelligence agencies, which had
been given multiple advance warnings of their activities. The explanation given in each case
was that the authorities simply “failed to connect the dots” or “failed to communicate.”

Such was the case in the attacks of September 11, 2001. Such also was the case in the
failed attempt by Nigerian Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab on Christmas Day 2009 to ignite a
plastic explosive device as a Northwest flight made its final descent toward Detroit. In that
case, the father of the perpetrator had visited the US embassy in Nigeria one month earlier
to warn authorities about the terrorist  connections of his son in Yemen, and American
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authorities  had  received  warnings  of  plans  by  Yemen-based  Al  Qaeda  in  the  Arabian
Peninsula to attack the United States.

So too in the Boston Marathon bombings. If this were merely yet another staggering security
failure  on  the  part  of  US  police  and  intelligence  agencies,  why  have  those  officials
responsible not been named and removed from their posts? Why is Robert Mueller, the head
of the FBI at the time of the 9/11 attacks, still running the agency?

Claims  of  mere  incompetence  or  “lapses”  are  not  credible.  The  most  elementary
precautions,  according  to  the  official  story,  were  somehow  not  taken.  It  is  claimed,  for
example, that the FBI never informed the Boston police of its dossier on Tamerlan Tsarnaev.
Given the fact that the city was holding a mass public event—the marathon—there is no
innocent explanation for such a “mistake.” One would assume that in the run-up to such an
event, the authorities would be tracking every move of such an individual.

More plausible, given what is already known, is the likelihood that the brothers, particularly
Tamerlan,  were  being  developed  as  assets  for  use  in  US  imperialism’s  operations  in
Chechnya, Dagestan and Georgia. Washington has maintained a longstanding relationship
with Islamist extremist groups operating in Chechnya. Russia laid siege to the region in two
devastating wars following the breakup of the Soviet Union in order to suppress separatist
movements.  In 2008, the US supported nearby Georgia in a war with Russia over the
breakaway province of South Ossetia.

Chechen separatists and Islamic fundamentalists, moreover, have been recruited by the US
and its allies to participate in the US-backed war for regime-change in Syria, whose shock
troops are being provided by forces linked to Al Qaeda.

The Boston tragedy is but the latest example of US imperialism’s intrigues and crimes
around the world becoming the breeding grounds for attacks on innocent people at home.
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