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Crisis of Britain’s NHS Hospitals: Surgeons at 50%
Capacity Despite Record Waiting Times
Stringent measures to prevent Covid spread take their toll on medics working
through backlog

By Laura Donnelly and Henry Bodkin
Global Research, September 03, 2020
The Telegraph 27 August 2020
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Official  figures show that more than 50,000 people have waited a year for  treatment –  up
from 1,117 a year ago.

It comes amid concern about a surge in positive Covid cases, with daily records showing
1,522 cases, up from 1,048 the day before. However, weekly figures show the first decline
for six weeks, despite rises in the numbers being tested. 

The  vast  majority  of  NHS  surgery  and  other  routine  treatment  was  stopped  for
months during lockdown.

But medics said efforts to restore services are moving too slowly, with some likening their
hospitals to “the Mary Celeste” because so many patients were being kept away.

Prof Neil  Mortensen,  president  of  the Royal  College of  Surgeons,  said the NHS was
struggling to restore services, with a lack of routine testing for NHS staff hindering efforts to
create “Covid-free” zones.

Prof Mortensen, who took up his post last month, said many patients had been left in pain
and distress, following the decision to suspend routine surgery for months.

While some surgeons were left frustrated and “didn’t have much to do” for months during
the  epidemic,  they  were  now  finding  that  procedures  intended  to  protect  against  Covid
meant  they  could  only  cope  with  half  their  normal  workload.

“Most surgeons would say productivity is around half what it was before,” said
Prof Mortensen, a colorectal surgeon.

To Read full article in the Daily Telegraph. Click title page below

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/laura-donnelly
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/henry-bodkin
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2020/08/27/nhs-hospitals-like-mary-celeste-say-surgeons-despite-record/#navigation
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/europe
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/science-and-medicine
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2020/08/27/positive-coronavirus-cases-fall-first-time-six-weeks/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2020/08/27/positive-coronavirus-cases-fall-first-time-six-weeks/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2020/08/27/did-protecting-nhs-actually-cost-lives/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2020/08/27/did-protecting-nhs-actually-cost-lives/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2020/08/27/nhs-hospitals-like-mary-celeste-say-surgeons-despite-record/#navigation


| 2

Our thanks to The Daily Telegraph

*

Note to readers: please click the share buttons above or below. Forward this article to your
email lists. Crosspost on your blog site, internet forums. etc.

The original source of this article is The Telegraph
Copyright © Laura Donnelly and Henry Bodkin, The Telegraph, 2020

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Laura Donnelly
and Henry Bodkin

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2020/08/27/nhs-hospitals-like-mary-celeste-say-surgeons-despite-record/#navigation
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2020/08/27/nhs-hospitals-like-mary-celeste-say-surgeons-despite-record/#navigation
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/laura-donnelly
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/henry-bodkin
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2020/08/27/nhs-hospitals-like-mary-celeste-say-surgeons-despite-record/#navigation
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/laura-donnelly
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/henry-bodkin
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

