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New York Becomes Third State To Ban Brain-
Damaging Pesticide
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Beginning  next  year,  a  neurotoxic  pesticide  that  at  low  doses  can  trigger  brain  and
behavioral damage in children will be banned from use by agricultural operations in New
York State.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo has directed the state’s Department of Environmental Conservation to
take immediate steps to phase out all aerial applications of chlorpyrifos for all uses, except
spraying apple tree trunks, by December 2020. All uses of the pesticide will be banned by
2021.

The  state  legislature  passed  a  bill  banning  the  crop  chemical  earlier  this  year,  but
Cuomo vetoed the measure. He argued that he did not agree with taking such action “by
legislative decree,” preferring instead to rely on the judgment of “chemists, health experts,
and other subject matter experts in this field.”

New  York  is  now  the  third  state  to  take  such  action.  California  Gov.  Gavin
Newsom announced a complete ban on chlorpyrifos in October, and in 2018 Hawaii was the
first state to act, banning all uses of the pesticide.

A 2015 analysis  of  federal  data by EWG found chlorpyrifos  was most  heavily  used in
Columbia, Ulster and Orange counties in upstate New York.

The European Union announced a phaseout of chlorpyrifos on Dec. 6.

The  Environmental  Protection  Agency  was  poised  to  implement  a  nationwide  ban  on
chlorpyrifos  early  in  2017.  But  after  the  2016  election,  Dow  launched  an  aggressive
campaign to block that decision.

Dow,  the  pesticide’s  main  manufacturer,  donated  $1  million  to  President  Trump’s
inauguration festivities, and its CEO met privately with then-EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt.
Ignoring his agency’s own scientists, Pruitt aborted the scheduled ban soon after.

Pruitt resigned in disgrace in July 2018 after a scandal-ridden 18-month tenure, but Andrew
Wheeler, who took over as agency administrator, fought in federal court to keep chlorpyrifos
legal.

EWG President Ken Cook said Cuomo’s move demonstrates the kind of leadership needed
from elected officials to put the health and safety of children ahead of the narrow interests
of the pesticide industry.
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“The children of New York will be safer as a result of the decision to ban this pesticide that
can cause irreversible neurological damage,” Cook said. “Chemical agribusiness may hold
sway within the Trump EPA over pesticide policy, but not in those states where protecting
the health of children and farmworkers is a top priority.”

The  Environmental  Working  Group  is  a  nonprofit,  non-partisan  organization  that
empowers  people  to  live  healthier  lives  in  a  healthier  environment.  Through research,
advocacy and unique education tools, EWG drives consumer choice and civic action.

The original source of this article is EWG
Copyright © EWG, EWG, 2019

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: EWG

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://www.ewg.org/release/new-york-becomes-third-state-ban-brain-damaging-pesticide
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/ewg
https://www.ewg.org/release/new-york-becomes-third-state-ban-brain-damaging-pesticide
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/ewg
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

