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New US Regulations on Trade and Travel to Cuba
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The U.S.  government has begun implementation of  measures previously announced by
President  Obama,  eliminating some restrictions  on trade with  Cuba,  and travel  to  the
country  by  U.S.  citizens  in  certain  categories.  The  economic,  financial  and  commercial
blockade  remains  in  place,  along  with  prohibitions  on  tourism  and  maritime  travel.

On January 15, the United States government announced the implementation of measures
announced  by  President  Barack  Obama  on  December  17,  2014,  eliminating  some
restrictions  on  trade  with  Cuba,  and  travel  to  the  country  by  U.S.  citizens  in  certain
categories. A preliminary reading of the regulations issued by the Treasury Department’s
Office  of  Foreign  Assets  Control  indicates  that  these  changes  modify  the  enforcement  of
some aspects of the blockade. Although the travel ban has not been eliminated – which
would  require  Congressional  action  –  some restrictions  on  travel  by  U.S.  citizens  and
permanent residents in 12 previously established categories were eased.

Among changes are the removal of limits on travelers’ expenses in Cuba; permission to use
credit  and  debit  cards;  and  authorization  for  travel  agencies,  airlines,  and  insurance
companies to organize services for travel to Cuba. Nevertheless,  tourism and maritime
travel remain prohibited. Among other changes was an increase in limits on remissions sent
to Cuba by family members resident in the United States, from $500 to $2,000 every three
months. Restrictions on U.S. exports to Cuba remain in place, including those on advanced
technology products,  although limited sales to private parties,  via Cuban import-export
companies,  of  construction  materials  and  agricultural  equipment  will  be  allowed.
Prohibitions on the export of Cuban products to U.S. markets remain in place, although
visitors will be able to return with purchases of up to $400 dollars, including $100 worth of
cigars  and  rum.  Telecommunications  services  were  addressed,  reflecting  the  stated  U.S.
objective of  increasing its  influence in  Cuban society.  This  is  the only  sector  in  which U.S.
investment  in  infrastructure  is  authorized,  along  with  sales  of  services,  software  and
equipment,  –  excluding  products  with  advanced  technology.  Additionally,  U.S.  financial
institutions  may open accounts  at  Cuban banks  for  transactions  related  to  authorized
activities, but the change is not reciprocal.

Cuban banks cannot open accounts in the United States. The new regulations do not modify
existing restrictions on maritime travel, although ships from other countries transporting
food,  medicine,  medical  equipment  or  emergency materials  to  Cuba will  no longer  be
prevented from traveling directly to the United States.  Other ships will  continue to be
required to wait 180 days before entering a U.S. port. Key aspects of the blockade were not
affected by the modifications, among these are prohibitions on the use of the U.S. dollar in
international transactions; the acquisition in other markets of technological products and
equipment containing more than 10% U.S. made components; commercial relations with
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subsidiaries of  U.S.  companies in other countries;  and imports to the United States of
products containing raw materials from Cuba. The announced measures constitute a step in
the  right  direction,  but  much  remains  to  be  done  to  dismantle  other  aspects  of  the
economic,  commercial  and  financial  blockade  via  Presidential  executive  authority,  and
action  on  the  part  of  Congress  to  end  the  blockade  once  and  for  all.

The original source of this article is Granma
Copyright © Granma, Granma, 2015

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Granma

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

http://en.granma.cu/mundo/2015-01-16/new-us-regulations-on-trade-and-travel-to-cuba
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/granma
http://en.granma.cu/mundo/2015-01-16/new-us-regulations-on-trade-and-travel-to-cuba
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/granma
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

