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Ken Moll is girding for battle.

Moll, a Chicago-based personal injury attorney, has dozens of lawsuits pending against the
former Monsanto Co., all alleging the company’s Roundup weed killers cause non-Hodgkin
lymphoma, and he is now preparing several of those cases for trial.

Moll’s firm is one of a handful that have refused settlement offers made by Monsanto owner
Bayer AG, deciding instead to take the fight over the safety of Monsanto’s glyphosate-based
herbicide products back into courtrooms around the country.

Though Bayer has assured investors it is bringing closure to the costly Roundup litigation
through settlement deals totaling more than $11 billion, new Roundup cases are still being
filed, and notably several are positioned for trial, with the earliest set to start in July.

“We’re going forward,” Moll said. “We’re doing this.”

Moll has lined up many of the same expert witnesses who helped win the three Roundup
trials held to date. And he plans to rely heavily on the same internal Monsanto documents
that provided shocking revelations of corporate misconduct that led juries to award hefty
punitive damages to the plaintiffs in each of those trials.

Trial set for July 19

One case with a trial date looming involves a 70-year-old woman named Donnetta Stephens
from Yucaipa, California who was diagnosed with non-Hodgkin lymphoma (NHL) in 2017 and
has  suffered  from numerous  health  complications  amid  multiple  rounds  of  chemotherapy.
Stephens was recently granted a trial “preference,” meaning her case has been expedited,
after her lawyers informed the court that Stephens is “in a perpetual state of pain,” and
losing cognition and memory. The case is set for trial July 19 in San Bernardino County
Superior Court in California.

Several other cases have either already been granted preference trial dates, or are seeking
trial dates, for elderly people and at least one child suffering from NHL the plaintiffs allege
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was caused by exposure to Roundup products.

“The litigation is not over. It is going to be a continued headache for Bayer and
Monsanto,”  said  Andrew  Kirkendall,  whose  Texas-based  firm  is  helping
represent  Stephens  and  other  clients  seeking  speedy  trials.

Kirkendall said his firm has lawsuits moving forward to trial in California, Oregon, Missouri,
Arkansas and Massachusetts.

“This has the potential to be the next asbestos litigation,” he said, referring to
decades of lawsuits brought over asbestos-related health problems.

Bayer rejection

Bayer  bought  Monsanto  in  June  2018  just  as  the  first  Roundup  cancer  trial  was  getting
underway. Juries in each of the cases that went to trial found that Monsanto’s herbicides do
cause cancer and that Monsanto spent decades hiding the risks. Jury awards totaled well
over $2 billion, though the judgments have been ordered reduced in the appeals process.

After  coming  under  intense  pressure  from  investors  to  find  a  way  to  cap  liability,  Bayer
announced in June that it had reached a $10 billion settlement to resolve most of more than
100,000 Roundup cancer claims in the United States. Since that time it has been signing
deals with law firms around the country, including the firms that have led the litigation since
the  first  suits  were  filed  in  2015.  The  company  is  also  trying  to  get  court  approval  for  a
separate $2 billion plan to try to keep Roundup cancer cases that could be filed in the future
from going to trial.

Bayer has been unable to settle with all of the firms with Roundup cancer clients, however.
According to multiple plaintiffs’ attorneys, their firms rejected settlement offers because the
amounts  generally  ranged  from  $10,000  to  $50,000  per  plaintiff  –  compensation  the
attorneys  deemed  inadequate.

“We said absolutely no,” Moll said.

Another law firm pushing cases forward for trial is the San Diego, California-based Singleton
Law Firm, which has roughly 400 Roundup cases pending in Missouri  and about 70 in
California.

The  firm  is  seeking  an  expedited  trial  now  for  76-year-old  Joseph  Mignone,  who  was
diagnosed with NHL in 2019. Mignone completed chemotherapy more than a year ago but
also has endured radiation to treat a tumor on his neck, and continues to suffer debilitation,
according to the court filing seeking trial preference.

Stories of suffering

There are many stories of suffering within the files of the plaintiffs who are still hoping to get
their day in court against Monsanto.

Retired FBI agent and college professor John Schafer began using Roundup in
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1985 and used the herbicide multiple times during spring,  fall  and summer
months  until  2017,  according  to  court  records.  He  did  not  wear  protective
clothing  until  warned  by  a  farmer  friend  in  2015  to  wear  gloves.  He  was
diagnosed with NHL in 2018.

Sixty-three year-old  Randall  Seidl  applied  Roundup over  24 years,  including
regularly  spraying the  product  around his  yard  in  San Antonio,  Texas  from
approximately 2005 to 2010 and then around property in North Carolina until
2014 when he was diagnosed with NHL, according to court records.

Robert Karman applied Roundup products beginning in 1980, generally using a
hand-held sprayer to treat weeds on a weekly basis roughly 40 weeks a year,
according to court records. Karman was diagnosed with NHL in July 2015 after
his primary care doctor discovered a lump in his groin. Karman died in December
of that year at the age of 77.

Plaintiffs’ attorney Gerald Singleton said Bayer’s only path to putting the Roundup litigation
behind it is to put a clear warning label on its herbicide products, alerting users to the risk of
cancer.

“That is the only way this thing is going to be over and done,” he said. Until
then, he said, “we’re not going to stop taking cases.”
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