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New Israeli School Textbook Highlights Jewish
Supremacy. Paints Palestinians as “Inferior”

By Nasouh Nazzal
Global Research, May 14, 2016
Gulf News 12 May 2016

Region: Middle East & North Africa
Theme: Police State & Civil Rights, Religion

To mark so-called ‘Independence Day’, Palestinian citizens forced to study the book that
paints them as inferior to Jews

Ramallah: An Israeli civics textbook under the theme of ‘Being a Citizen in Israel’, launched
to mark the regime’s commemoration of the 68th anniversary of its establishment, has been
slammed for its negative and dismissive attitude towards the native Palestinian citizens.

After the Israeli Education Ministry officially launched the textbook as part of the curriculum
taught  in  Israeli  schools,  including  those  attended  by  Palestinian  citizens,  Palestinians
reacted by condemning the move.

Israel  on  Thursday  marks  the  68th  anniversary  of  its  1948  founding  in  Palestine,  a
celebration it refers to as its “Independence Day”.

Palestinian citizens of Israel are those minority natives who were not forced off their land by
invading Zionist forces at the time. They lived under military rule for almost two decades
but  were  then  granted  ostensibly  equal  citizenship.  They  however  complain  about
systematic discrimination under a regime that places its Jewish nature above all else.

The cover of the new textbook that highlights the Zionist belief that the Jews were entitled to
establish a state in Palestine because this was God’s promise to them. Image Credit:Supplied

Groups representing Palestinian citizens issued a strongly worded statement quoting Dr
Ayman Eghbariyah, a specialist in educational policies analysing the textbook which
provided a unique platform for Jewish religious views of Israeli statehood. The new text
highlighted the Zionist belief that the Jewish people were entitled to establish a state in
Palestine because this was God’s promise to them, accompanied by biblical quotes
highlighting the Jewish character of the regime.

The textbook repeats claims that this Jewish nature of Israel does not contradict with Israel’s
claimed democratic character. “The earlier claimed balance between Israel’s Jewishness and
democracy totally disappeared once and for all where the Palestinian school students inside
the Green Line must be totally convinced and recognise the Zionist and Jewish character of
Israel,” said Dr Eghbariyah.
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The new text divides the non-Jews of Israel into sub-identities including Arabs, Druze and
Circassians, highlighting the claim that most of the Druze do not identify themselves as
Arabs. Dr Eghbariyah said that the new text provided lengthy discussion to the argument
that all human rights should be conditioned with duties, notably serving in Israel’s military.

“This text is a mere manifestation of institutional racism in the Israeli society, and that will
have dramatic effects on those who study it, especially around the age that children are
beginning to figure out racial identity,” he said.

“The text gives a clear and undeniable picture of the racist and fascist Israel
which is controlled and ruled by a Jewish far right group which not only

discriminates against the Arabs politically and considers the occupation as a
natural way of life but discriminates against them even educationally.”

He said that the new text mentioned the Arab minority in Israel in two short sentences
accusing them of discriminating against and oppressing women. The text never mentioned
the social, political and ideological life of the Palestinians citizens. The text also minimised
the role of the Arabic language as an official language of Israel saying “the status of the
Arabic language in the public sphere, not unlike its status in legislation, is inconsistent.”

“The new text’s main aim is to perpetuate the Jewish superiority and the Palestinian Arab
inferiority in Israel,” he said.

The original source of this article is Gulf News
Copyright © Nasouh Nazzal, Gulf News, 2016

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Nasouh Nazzal

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

http://m.gulfnews.com/news/mena/palestine/new-israeli-textbook-highlights-jewish-supremacy-1.1826411
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/nasouh-nazzal
http://m.gulfnews.com/news/mena/palestine/new-israeli-textbook-highlights-jewish-supremacy-1.1826411
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/nasouh-nazzal
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

