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The following is an excerpt from John C. A. Manley’s forthcoming novel, Brave New Normal
(the sequel to Much Ado About Corona). The Canadian government has banned those who
have not been vaccinated from travelling outside of their county or region. In this scene
Vince and Yamamoto are stopped at a roadside checkpoint near North Bay, Ontario...

After an uncomfortable pause, Yamamoto asked loudly in a German accent, “Your papers,
please?”

That made the cop jerk and step back.
“Huh?” he said.

“Your papers, please,” repeated Yamamoto. “That’'s what you were going to ask me, wasn't
it?”

The cop’s eyes darted to the side.

“You know, from Casablanca,” continued Yamamoto. “One of my favourite movies. You've
seen it?”

“No, sir,” said the young cop.

“You gotta watch it. 1942 World War Il film. Classic. Two cops stop this guy on the streets of
Casablanca, and say, ‘May we see your papers?’” Yamamoto turned his head back to me.
“You've seen it?”

“No,” | shook my head and tried to act calm. Why did he have to do this? Hadn't | taken
enough of a beating from the cops?

But Yamamoto was just getting started: “Yeah, you know the police don’t actually say
please in the movie. A lot of people quote them as being that polite but they just ask to see
his papers. No please.”
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“They were Nazis?” | asked.
“No, French fascists.”

“Oh,” | said, not really sure what the difference between a Nazi and a fascist was. | pulled
out my phone and punched in “wikipedia fascist.”

“Yeah,” continued Yamamoto. “A lot of people remember them as Nazis who say please,
when really they were fascists who didn’t bother.” He turned back to the cop, keeping his
hands on the steering wheel. “Anyway, the gentleman gives them his papers and one of the
fascist cops says it's expired. Then the guy makes a run for it and they shoot him in the
back. ”

The police officer stared back at us, unblinking.
After a pause, Yamamoto asked again, “You sure you haven’t seen it?”
“I don’t think so.”

“You really should,” insisted Yamamoto. “I mean it should be required viewing for this
patently fascist position you're executing.”

“I'm not a fascist,” he grumbled back.
“Do you even know what a fascist is?” Yamamoto shot back.
No reply.

| cleared my throat and held up my phone. “Says on Wikipedia that a fascist is an
authoritarian, ultra-national political ideology...”

“Check, check, check,” said Yamamoto looking the cop up and down.
“...characterized by a dictatorial leader... “

“Big shout out to our prime minister,” said Yamamoto.

“Militarism...” | continued reading.

“Roger that,” said Yamamoto pointing his index finger out like a gun at the young
constable’s utility belt.

“...forcible suppression of opposition... “
“You can vouch for that one, eh, amigo?” he said elbowing me.
“...and subordination of individual interests to the perceived good of the nation and race.”

“Yeah! There you go. | think Canada almost passes inspection. We're just lacking one thing
before we can claim to be a fully fascist state...”

The cop tipped his head to the side and asked, “What’s that?”



“Cops who can say: Your papers, please. And | really want you to say please, even though it
wasn’t in the movie. It's the Canadian thing to do. Especially if you're going to shoot me
after.”

“No one is going to be shot.”

“Are you joking?” said Yamamoto. “Our fascist government wants everyone shot, every
three months.”

“I meant with a gun.”
“Both are lethal.”
“Are you an anti-vaxer?”

“No, I'm anti-fascist.”

*
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John C. A. Manley’s Brave New Normal will be released in 2024. The preceding book in the
series, Much Ado About Corona: A Dystopian Love Story, was released in 2022. Patrick
Corbett, former director/producer for W-5, Beachcombers and Dateline, praises the novel as
“a ripping story of courage, awakening and love.” Visit John C. A. Manley’s website for a free
preview or to order a copy MuchAdoAboutCorona.com
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By John C. A. Manley
Publisher: Blazing Pine Cone Publishing (March 29, 2022)
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ISBN-10: 1778123104
ISBN-13: 978-1778123108
A Novel About Real Love and a Fake Pandemic

Summer 2020. The first lockdown has ended in the small Canadian town of Moosehead.
Twenty-four-year-old Vincent McKnight emerges from three months of stay-at-home orders
into a surreal new normal of multi-coloured face masks, acrid hand sanitizers, and
germaphobic neighbours standing six feet apart.

The new normal becomes even stranger when Vince's Indigenous grandfather sends him to
buy a loaf of bread from the town’s new baker. Stefanie Muller speaks five languages, has
beautiful blue eyes... and is a certified conspiracy theorist. She believes the pandemic is a
hoax to justify totalitarian “public health” measures.

But when the local cop pulls out his taser, Stefanie’s dystopian premonitions no longer seem
so theoretical. And when the restrictions threaten Granddad’s life, Vince finds himself going
face-to-mask with the emerging police state—forced to choose whether to follow senseless
rules or to follow his pounding heart.

Click here to order.
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