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In this age of manufactured terror, one of the most vital regions on the global chessboard is
also an area that few in the West know anything about: Central Asia.

This geostrategic and resource-rich area on the doorstep of China and Russia finds itself in
the middle of an all out terror campaign. But, as key national intelligence whistleblowers are
pointing out, these terrorists are working hand-in-glove with NATO.

This important GRTV Backgrounder was originally aired on Global Research TV on March 14,
2013.

Ever since the staged false flag attacks of 9/11, the US government and its complicit
corporate media have focused their attention on fighting the shadowy, all-pervasive, all-
powerful, ill-defined and undefeatable “Al Qaeda” enemy that is supposedly menacing the
US and its allies at home and abroad. The term “Al Qaeda” of course is merely a cipher for
“excuse to invade.” In the case of Afghanistan, for instance, the US used the threat of Al
Qaeda as the excuse for their 12 year long invasion and occupation of the country. In Libya
and Syria, the US and its allies are supporting those same self-described Al Qaeda-affiliated
fighters. The ruse has long since become obvious.

Less obvious, then, because it has been taking place completely under the radar of media
attention, is another front in the so-called war on terror: Central Asia and the Caucasus
region. Encompassing the region surrounding the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea, this area
has long been identified as perhaps the most geostrategically vital part of the globe. It
provides access to the exceptionally rich Caspian oil and gas deposits, hosts the “New Silk
Road,” a vital trade route between China and Europe, and sits on the doorstep of China and
Russia. And it just so happens to have a terrorist problem.

At first blush, it may seem odd that in this “age of terror” the American population has been
told so little about the growing terrorist insurgency in Central Asia and the Caucasus. But
when examined in the light of regional geopolitics, this deafening silence makes perfect
sense.

Indications of how and why this region is so important come from numerous geostrategists,
including Zbigniew Brzezinski, Obama’s acknowledged mentor and a key advisor to his
administration. In his 1997 book, The Grand Chessboard, Brzezinski identified the Central
Asian / Caucasus region as part of a larger area he called “The Eurasian Balkans.”

The countries in this region, he wrote, are “of importance from the standpoint of security
and historical ambitions to at least three of their most immediate and more powerful
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neighbors, namely, Russia, Turkey, and Iran, with China also signaling an increasing political
interest in the region. But,” he continued, “the Eurasian Balkans are infinitely more
important as a potential economic prize: an enormous concentration of natural gas and oil
reserves is located in the region, in addition to important minerals, including gold.”

Brzezinski knew very well what he was writing about. As National Security Advisor under
President Carter, he had overseenOperation Cyclone, the US government’s since-
declassified plan to arm, train and fund Islamic radicals in Pakistan and Afghanistan to draw
the Soviet Union into a protracted war in the region. This, famously, led to the foundation of
what became known as Al Qaeda in the 1980s, a point that Brzezinski has
since admitted and even bragged about, claiming that the creation of a “few stirred up
Muslims” helped to bring down the Soviet Union.

It is no surprise, then, that Brzezinski went on to predict in his 1997 book that the first major
war of the 21st century would take place in this region, which is exactly what happened with
the NATO invasion of Afghanistan in 2001. And it is also no surprise that even NATO’s hand-
picked Afghan President, Hamid Karzai, is now openly accusing the US of supporting the
Taliban in the country to convince the public that they will need US protection after the
planned troop withdrawal date in 2014.

Global Research contributor and Stop NATO International Director Rick Rozoff appeared on
the Boiling Frogs Post podcast in 2011 to discuss this region and the overlap between
NATO'’s strategic interests and Islamic extremism.

It has long been understood that the terror operations in Chechnya and other key parts of
the Central Asia and Caucasus region have been supported, funded and protected by NATO
to help destabilize the region surrounding their main geopolitical rivals, Russia and China, in
an operation very similar to Operation Cyclone in the 70s and 80s. This has, until now,
remained mostly within the realm of speculation. But in a recent groundbreaking series of
interviews on The Corbett Report, FBI whistleblower Sibel Edmonds has confirmed that this
is, in fact, exactly what is happening.

If it is true that the people perish for lack of knowledge, perhaps it is nowhere more true
than in the phoney, NATO-created war of terror. Without the understanding provided by
Edmonds and others in identifying the Central Asia / Caucasus terror campaign as a NATO
proxy war, the entire concept of Islamic terrorism becomes inscrutable to geopolitical
analysis.

As this information will never be disseminated by the complicit corporate media, it is vitally
important that the people take this task into their own hands by sharing this information
with others and contributing to the analysis of the terror campaign being waged in the
region.

The seeds of the next great world conflict are being sowed in Central Asia, on the doorstep
of Russia and China, and regardless of whether or not this conflict, too, is being manipulated
and managed behind the scenes, the lives of countless millions hang in the balance of the
specter of that all-out war. Only an understanding of NATO’s active complicity in fostering
and protecting these Muslim extremists can help break the tool of propaganda by which
they will try to convince their population to acquiesce to such a war.
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Like this video? Visit our YouTube channel and click the “Subscribe” link to get the latest
videos from Global Research!
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