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A little more than eight months ago, on February 21 of this year, | affirmed with full
conviction, “NATO’s plan is to occupy Libya.” Under this title | addressed the issue for the
first time in a Reflection the content of which appeared to be pure fantasy.

| include in these lines the facts which led me to that conclusion.

“Oil became the principal wealth in the hands of the large yankee
transnationals; with that source of energy, they had at their disposal an
instrument that considerably increased their political power in the world.”

“Current civilization was developed on the basis of this source of energy. Of
the nations in this hemisphere it was Venezuela which paid the highest price.
The United States made itself the owner of the vast oilfields which nature
endowed upon that sister nation.

“At the end of the last World War it began to extract large volumes from
oilfields in Iran, as well as those of Saudi Arabia, Iraq and the Arab countries
located around them. These came to be the principal suppliers. World
consumption rose progressively to the fabulous figure of approximately 80
million barrels per day, including those pumped in U.S. territory, to which gas,
hydro-electric and nuclear energy were subsequently added.”

“The squandering of oil and gas is associated with one of the greatest
tragedies, totally unresolved, being endured by humanity: climate change.”

“In December of 1951, Libya became the first African country to attain its
independence after World War Il, during which its territory was the scene of
significant battles between German and British troops...”

“Total desert covers 95% of its territory. Technology made it possible to find
significant fields of excellent quality light oil, currently providing 800 billion
barrels per day, and abundant natural gas deposits. [... ] Its harsh desert is
located above an enormous lake of fossil water, equivalent to more than three
times the land surface of Cuba, which has made it possible to construct a
broad network of fresh water pipes which extends throughout the country.”

“The Libyan Revolution took place in September 1969. Its principal leader was
Muammar al-Gaddafi, a soldier of Bedouin origin who was inspired in his early
youth by the ideas of the Egyptian leader Gamal Abdel Nasser. Without any
doubt, many of his decisions are associated with the changes that came about
when, as in Egypt, a weak and corrupt monarchy was overthrown in Libya.”
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“One can be in agreement with Gaddafi or not. The world has been invaded
with all kind of news, especially through the mass media. We shall have to wait
the time needed to discover precisely how much is truth or lies, or a mix of the
events, of all kinds, which, in the midst of chaos, have been taking place in
Libya. What is absolutely evident to me is that the government of the United
States is totally unconcerned about peace in Libya and will not hesitate to give
NATO the order to invade that rich country, possibly in a matter of hours or a
few days.

“Those who, with perfidious intentions, invented the lie that Gaddafi was
headed for Venezuela, as they did yesterday afternoon Sunday, February 20,
today received a worthy response from Nicolas Maduro...”

“For my part, | cannot imagine the Libyan leader abandoning the country,
eluding the responsibilities attributed to him, whether or not this news is partly
or totally false.”

“An honest person will always be against any injustice committed against any
nation of the world, and the worst injustice, at this moment, would be to
remain silent in the face of the crime that NATO is preparing to commit against
the Libyan people.

“The chief of that military organization is being urged to do so. This must be
condemned!”

At that early date | had taken note of what was absolutely obvious.

Tomorrow, Tuesday, October 25, our Foreign Minister Bruno Rodriguez will be speaking in
the United Nations headquarters denouncing the criminal United States blockade of Cuba.

We shall be closely following this battle which will once again demonstrate the need to bring
to an end, not only the blockade, but the system which engenders injustice on our planet,
squanders its natural resources and is placing humanity’s survival at risk. We will pay
special attention to Cuba’s arguments.

| will continue Wednesday the 26th.
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