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I am in Turkey because, if there is to be movement in ending the war in Ukraine, it will
happen here. President Erdogan’s firm stance on a potential veto of Swedish and Finnish
NATO membership is framed in public only in relation to perceived support by those
countries for Kurdish resistance groups. But of course it goes much deeper.

Erdogan understands that the spectacular advance by NATO eastward that Finnish
enlargement in particular would represent, is a slap in the face for Putin that will make a
peace deal in Ukraine far more difficult. Any such deal would have to be based upon Russia
giving up some of the Ukrainian territory it holds today. Dramatic NATO expansion is the
very opposite of an attempt to create the conditions for that. In fact, that NATO is so actively
pursuing this expansion is sufficient evidence that NATO is looking for a long proxy war to
bleed Russia, rather than trying to restore peace and stability to Europe.

That the European public are gripped by a wave of emotion over Ukraine was amply
demonstrated by the popular vote of tens of millions in the Eurovision song contest. Once
the spasm dies down, opinion in Finland and Sweden may revert. It has been obvious for
over a decade that Putin has an aim to reintegrate Russian populated areas of the former
Soviet Union into the Russian Federation. That agenda is currently causing a ruinous war,
but is no military threat to Finland or Sweden.

Turkey retains the prestige of chosen venue and perhaps broker for continuing diplomatic
contact between Russia and Ukraine. Erdogan’s robust stance on Finland and Sweden is
necessary to maintain Russian trust. Turkey of course has its own lengthy and extremely
complex historical and current relationship with Russia, which is much more important than
Turkey’s role as a key NATO member might suggest. It is also worth bearing in mind that
Turkey is a far more serious military power than Finland and Sweden combined.

There is another, specifically Turkish interest in play here, which is very much a factor in
Erdogan’s willingness to stand up to Biden over Swedish and Finnish NATO entry. This of
course relates to the permanent tension between NATO members Turkey and Greece.
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Turkey is furious over the militarisation of the Eastern Aegean Greek Islands very close to its
shores, and the lack of support and understanding it has received from other NATO
members over the perceived threat.

The status of Greece’s most Eastern (Dodecanese) islands is not in doubt. It was established
by the Treaty of Paris in 1947, to which all the permanent members of the UN security
council, and many other states, are parties.

Treaty: Treaty of Peace with Italy, signed at Paris, on 10 February 1947
Parties: Italy, France, Allied Powers

Basin: Lake of Mont Cenis

Date: 2/10/1947

No. 747. TREATY ' OF PEACE WITH ITALY. SIGNED AT PARIS ON 10 FEBRUARY 1947

The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the
United States of America, China, France, Australia, Belgium, the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic,
Brazil, Canada, Czechoslovakia, Ethiopia, Greece, India, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Poland, the
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, the Union of South Africa, and the People's Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia, hereinafter referred to as "the Allied and Associated Powers", of the one part, and Italy, of
the other part:

The demilitarisation of the islands is unequivocal, and no treaty since has negated it.

SECTION V -.GREECE (Special Clause)
Article 14

1. Italy hereby cedes to Greece in full sovereignty the Dodecanese Islands indicated hereafter, namely
Stampalia (Astropalia), Rhodes (Rhodos), Calki (Kharki), Scarpanto, Casos (Casso), Piscopis (Tilos),
Misiros (Nisyros), Calimnos (Kalymnos), Leros, Patmos, Lipsos (Lipso), Simi (Symi), Cos (Kos), and
Castellorizo, as well as the adjacent islands.

2. These 1slands shall be and shall remain demilitarised.

3. The procedure and the technical conditions governing the transfer of these islands to Greece will be
determined by agreement between the of the United Kingdom and Greece and arrangements shall be
made for the withdrawal of foreign troops not later than 90 days from the coming into force of the
present Treaty.

Other Greeks islands including Limnos and Lesbos slightly further West are similarly
constrained by the 1923 Treaty of Lausanne. Greece claims this status was modified
subsequently by the 1936 Straits Convention. | don’t think that is right but that is a more
complex argument than we need to develop just now. The 1947 Treaty is not modified.

Yet Greece had proceeded and is still proceeding with the militarisation of the Dodecanese
islands on a large scale, involving tens of thousands of troops in total, military aircraft, and



in particular long range surface to surface missiles. Turkey and Russia both regard these as
a threat. The Turkish government are privately convinced that this militarisation is being
carried out with active United States cooperation, participation and perhaps instigation.

In February, President Erdogan stated that as the Treaties specifying demilitarisation are the
very Treaties which give sovereignty over the islands to Greece, then if Greece was
repudiating the treaties it brought sovereignty into question. Erdogan was immediately
slapped down by the Biden administration.

So Turkish resentment at US behaviour in the Aegean, seen as encouraging a direct military
threat, is another reason why Erdogan is not anxious to defer quickly to the US agenda in
the Baltic. Turkish exasperation is further fueled by the fact that this really is bad faith by
the USA, in refusing to abide by an international treaty to which it is a party (a position
complicated by the fact Turkey itself is not a party to the Treaty of Paris 1947).

I have found this last 17 years of blogging that it only takes a little background knowledge, a
little research, and a few affable conversations, to find a picture far more complicated and
realistic than that carried in the mainstream media. Sadly there are few left in the mould of
Robert Fisk.

Speaking of which the most important piece of UK journalism this year is being totally
ignored by the mainstream media. Please do read it; you will learn more about how the UK
really works than you ever will from the BBC.
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