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Montenegro Parliament Votes to Join NATO without
Official Invitation
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The parliament of Montenegro has adopted symbolic resolution supporting country’s
integration into NATO. While the alliance will consider extending an invitation from
December onward, the opposition is insisting on bringing the matter to referendum.

About two thirds of the Montenegrin Parliament - 50 out of 79 - voted this week in favor of
the resolution, supported by the ruling coalition, signaling the country’s readiness to join
NATO.

“The attitude of the Parliament towards the Resolution will be an important message to the
local and international community. This is the message that the Parliament strongly
supports NATO integration,” said the Deputy Speaker of the Parliament, Milutin Simovic, as
cited by Cafe Del Montenegro news portal.

The document defined NATO as a guarantor of the territorial integrity and sovereignty of the
country, adding that “This will be an important incentive for the acceleration and successful
completion of negotiations on the full membership of Montenegro in[to] the European
Union.”

US #DragoonCrossing convoy kicks off its controversial tour in E. Europe
(PHOTOS, VIDEOS) http://t.co/912Rg0TgXt pic.twitter.com/SccKmOn3QS

— RT (@RT_com) September 13, 2015

However, those who opposed the resolution insist that it is not up to the parliament to make
such historic decision: The majority of the country’s population has opposed NATO
membership, and some MPs spoke out to suggest a referendum on the issue of the Euro-
Atlantic integration.

“NATO is a serious organization, and | don’t think they would want to be in a ridiculous
situation in which a country will join NATO with one government, but when the
administration changes - suddenly leave the alliance,” leader of one of the main opposition
parties, New Serb Democracy (NOVA), Andrija Mandic told Sputnik news agency. “In
Montenegro, more than two thirds of the citizens oppose NATO, so it’s necessary that the
will of the people is taken into account.”
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In December, NATO foreign ministers are to hold a meeting, during which they might discuss
Montenegro’s membership. The country was granted a Membership Action Plan in 2009,
while negotiations on the matter started in 2010.

Meanwhile the White House said on Monday that the US was ready to back a NATO
membership invitation for Montenegro in December, provided that the former Yugoslav
republic carries on its reforms.

“The vice president [Joe Biden] and prime minister [Milo Djukanovic] agreed that
Montenegro’s membership in NATO would firmly anchor Montenegro in Euro-Atlantic
institutions, promote greater regional stability in the Balkans, and demonstrate the
credibility of NATO’s Open Door policy,” the White House statement said.
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