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Monsanto Scandal Causes Reopening of US
Investigation of GMO Wheat
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Last year, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) and the  Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service (APHIS) agencies investigated the appearance of what appeared to be GE
wheat on an Oregon farm, and concluded that it was an isolated incident. The investigation
was closed after ‘exhausting all leads,’ but new GMO wheat has been detected at
the Montana State University’s Southern Agricultural Research Center (SARC) in
Huntley, Montana, where Monsanto and researchers grew GE wheat as part of
field trials from 2000 to 2003.

The Oregon wheat  was later  suspected by environmentalists  to  be a  development  by
Monsanto, meant to withstand the spraying of RoundUp. The APHIS found no evidence at
that time that the GE wheat had been released into the market. Just this week, the agency is
releasing  its  full  findings  on  their  investigation  with  personal  information  and  confidential
business information redacted.

This time; however, a new investigation will be opened to investigate regulatory compliance
issues with the GE wheat found growing at the research facility in Montana. While this site
was previously authorized for Monsanto to conduct field trials, the company is not supposed
to be growing GM wheat or any other GM crop there now.

Furthermore, the GM wheat found growing there now has been genetically tested and is
significantly different from the GE wheat found growing in Oregon last year.

Since  the  original  field  trials  granted  to  Monsanto,  the  APHIS  has  not  deregulated  any  GE
wheat varieties. They are not to be for sale or in commercial production in the U.S.

During the Oregon farm GE wheat investigation, conducted over a period of ten months, 291
interviews were held with wheat growers, grain elevator operators, crop consultants, and
wheat researchers. Thousands of pages of evidence were collected and carefully reviewed.

Also, 100 samples were collected from businesses that purchased and sold ‘certified’ seeds
from the farm in Oregon, as well as harvested grain that was gathered from the grower. It
was after researching this incident exhaustively that the APHIS concluded that the incident
was a one-off. No one was sure how the GM wheat was found to be growing at the Oregon
farm.

A copy of the 12,842 pages that comprise the complete report of investigation and evidence
file is available on the APHIS website.
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Montana Investigation

Though  Monsanto’s  initial  GM  wheat  field  tests  were  conducted  under  APHIS’  regulatory
approval,  they have no business  growing GM wheat  now.  This  is  a  serious  breech of
compliance,  and  as  many  have  suspected,  Monsanto  has  little  regard  for  regulatory
approval  for  their  GM crop experiments,  though they often receive it  through political
maneuvering and illegal campaign contributions nonetheless. The field trials were supposed
to be a part of research conducted on the safety of GM crops, not a free pass to develop
new wheat strains to sell to the unwitting public.

The APHIS claims that it is taking steps to make sure that other strains of GM wheat do not
show  up  elsewhere  in  the  U.S.,  and  that  they  will  inspect  field  trials  planted  in  2014.
Additionally, they will remove plants that appear ‘as volunteer plants,’ meaning that they
appeared later after an initial harvest, as plants sometimes do.

It is clear with this new Montana GM scandal that cross-breeding, the scarce but resilient GM
plant that lasts after a crop has been cleared, as well as the insidious business habits of
Monsanto are still threatening organic farmers’ fields and the right of the U.S. public to have
GMO-free food.
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