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The Meaning of October 7th: An Oppressed People
Will Always Find a Way to Resist Oppression

Black Alliance for Peace will never abandon the Rights of Palestinian People to
Resist Zionist Colonialism “By Any Means Necessary”
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“Peace is not the absence of conflict, but rather the achievement by popular struggle of ...
the defeat of global systems of oppression that include colonialism, imperialism, patriarchy,
and white supremacy.” (BAP Principle of Unity)

Today, October 7, 2024, the world commemorates - some in horror, others in
celebration - a full year of a genocidal war, prosecuted in real time in occupied
Palestine. In spite of the commonly accepted lie that the Al Agsa Flood on October 7 was
the beginning, this “war” actually began on November 29, 1947, with the passing of the UN
resolution that led to the creation of the Israeli settler colonial state. For the next seventy-
six years, with the backing of Western governments the state of Israel would lead a war of
conquest, ethnically cleansing and massacring hundreds of thousands of Palestinians,
displacing and maiming millions, and establishing an apartheid state. Therefore, the Black
Alliance for Peace views the Al-Agsa Flood as a legitimate resistance operation by the
besieged Palestinians - the only party with an internationally recognized right of resistance.
We support Palestinian resistance against the violent military domination by white
supremacist imperialism and colonialism that began, first in the form of British colonialism,
and continues in the form of zionism.

In response to the prison breakout of October 7, the Israeli Occupation Forces (IDF)
unleashed a horrific wave of state terror with indiscriminate bombing, targeting of civilian
infrastructure, rape, torture and starvation with an obvious and specific target - the non-
combatant civilian population. The result - a second Nakba - another catastrophe for the
Palestinian people, with tens of thousands slaughtered with impunity. This systematic state
terrorism has now engulfed Lebanon, with Israel replicating its depraved, anti-human tactics
from Gaza. It began with an attempt to terrorize the resistance group Hezbollah including
the killing of the group’s revered leader and anti-colonial fighter, Seyyed Hassan Nasrallah.
This terrorism has continued with the indiscriminate massacre of civilians in an attempt to
force the Lebanese people into submission.

Over the last year, the International Criminal Court (ICC) and International Court of Justice
(ICJ) along with all the other Western-run international bodies that claim to defend human
rights have proven themselves complicit, acting as mere puppets of U.S. imperialism. As
global protests erupt in fury, Israel continues its slaughter, understanding clearly that the
U.S. settler-state and the white West will continue to provide it protection.
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What the last year has reconfirmed for BAP is that the violence we have witnessed is part of
a global system of white supremacism dependent on unrestrained state terror in order to
continue the extraction of value from still colonized and oppressed non-European peoples,
working classes and nations. The militarization of police, from the Israeli Occupation Force
in Gaza to the deadly exchange programs in domestic colonized communities, is the
extension of fascist settler colonialism. If we understand the U.S. as a settler project, then
its global expansion can only result in one thing - replicating systems of dominance and
repression everywhere. Here, we must also recognize that the attacks on Gaza and Lebanon
mirror the looming assault on Haiti. Both represent the deep-rooted racist violence that has
always been at the core of the Pan-European colonial/capitalist white supremacist patriarchy
since this system of oppression emerged in 1492.

Speaking out against this system of global white supremacy, whether here or abroad, is met
with criminalization. From resisting austerity and Cop Cities in the U.S., to the prosecution of
the “Uhuru 3” as agents of Russia, to curtailing speech and protest in hopes of dismantling
the ‘student intifada’ across campuses, to the Palestinians and Lebanese fighting
occupation, the message is clear: dissent is dangerous. But we must stand firm in truth. The
real terrorists are those upholding the illegal zionist settler-colonial apartheid regime. The
Black Alliance for Peace condemns Israel’s decades-long barbarism and fully supports the
Palestinian people’s right to resist occupation. Decolonization and self-determination are not
simply demands - they are central to the realization of human rights. And since there is no
real justice for Palestinians in Western-controlled international laws, we stand by their right
to fight for their humanity. Collective resistance is a central principle of the People(s)-
Centered Human Rights framework that guides BAP’s approach to the human rights issue.

Fifty years into the future, the zionist massacre of Palestinians and invasion of Lebanon will
be widely recognized for the war crimes that they are. But in the same way that it takes
little courage today to oppose the segregation of the 1950s, the time to stand up against
genocide and colonialism is right now - today. And we do not have the luxury of waiting for
history to vindicate the Palestinians’ just struggle; we must act to help end the zionists’
ever-expanding genocidal war now, once and for all.

Our struggles are intertwined: we are bound by the shared reality of living under white
supremacist, settler-colonial states. When one of us suffers, we all do. And together, we will
resist. Long live the resistance. Glory to the martyrs. Palestine will be free - and so will the
world once our peoples unite to defeat the U.S./EU/NATO Axis Domination.

Resist the U.S./EU/NATO Axis of Domination

Defeat the war in the U.S. being waged against the resisters
Smash the Duopoly

No Compromise! No Retreat!
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Featured image: Families have been forced to moved repeatedly in Gaza. UN United Nations Relief and
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA).
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