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Massive Radiation Plume from Fukushima Heading
Toward American West Coast According to a
Scientific Report

By David Gutierrez
Global Research, September 11, 2014
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According to scientific modeling systems used by the European Union, the radioactive ocean
plume released by the 2011 Fukushima nuclear disaster is likely to remain a massive clump
of radioactivity until it slams into the West Coast of the United States in late 2017.

On March 11, 2011, a massive earthquake and tsunami struck Japan, knocking out power
and cooling capability to the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear plant. Within three days, multiple
meltdowns and reactor explosions had taken place.  By March 25,  massive amounts of
radioactive material were observed leaking directly into the Pacific Ocean.

In 2013, the Nansen Environmental and Remote Sensing Center in Norway used computer
models to project the movement and dispersion of this radioactive plume. Although the
results of this study have been cited in official Chinese government documents, they have
not been widely publicized.

Levels to remain high through at least 2026

The researchers used two separate scenarios to model leakage of radioactivity from the
Fukushima  plant  into  the  Pacific.  The  first  scenario  assumed  continuous  and  constant
leakage for 20 days, while the second assumed continuous and constant leakage for one
year.

Although  delivering  differing  estimates  of  total  radiation,  both  models  concluded  that  the
pollution would remain in a relatively unified mass and take the same path across the ocean
until crashing up against western North America. Both models show the plume colliding with
the U.S. West Coast and beginning to spread out starting around late 2017, with a maximum
concentration of radiation hitting the coast toward the end of 2018.

Following this collision, the plume is projected to disperse and spread north, south and west,
with portions of it eventually crashing back into East Asia sometime between 2021 and
2026.  Throughout  this  entire  time  period,  however,  the  area  of  greatest  radioactivity
concentration will remain positioned along North America’s West Coast.

The researchers noted that the model does have certain limits, namely its failure to account
for ocean ecology (which may alter the flow of radioactive material) and atmospheric fallout
(which may increase the concentration of radioactive material in additional regions to those
predicted by the model).
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Cleanup efforts in shambles

More  than  three  years  after  the  disaster,  the  Fukushima  plant  remains  crippled,
contaminated and uncontained. Massive amounts of radioactive water continue to pile up at
the plant  and leak into the surrounding earth and ocean.  Thus far,  all  plans by plant
operator  Tokyo  Electric  Power  Co.  (TEPCO)  to  stem the  flow  of  this  water  by  freezing  the
ground surrounding the plant have failed. More than 120,000 people evacuated from the
area  in  2011 are  still  unable  to  return  to  their  homes,  and criminal  gangs  have infiltrated
cleanup operations.

In recent weeks, TEPCO has also been hit with a number of legal setbacks. A court ordered
the company to pay nearly half a million dollars to the family of a woman who committed
suicide just two months after being forcibly evacuated from her home near Fukushima. In
August, a citizens’ judicial panel called for three former TEPCO executives to be prosecuted
for their role in the disaster. TEPCO is also being sued by four workers seeking $600,000 in
unpaid wages from their work in the plant’s clean-up and decommissioning operations.

“A year ago, the prime minister told the world that Fukushima was under control. But that’s
not  the  case,”  said  Tsuguo  Hirota,  lawyer  for  the  plaintiffs.  “Workers  are  not  getting
promised hazard pay and skilled workers are leaving. It’s becoming a place for amateurs
only, and that has to worry anyone who lives near the plant.”

Sources for this article include: 

http://www-2.nersc.no [PDF]

http://www.nersc.no [PDF]

http://www.nersc.no

http://enenews.com

http://spectrum.ieee.org

http://www.theguardian.com

http://www.theguardian.com

http://www.telegraph.co.uk

http://en.ria.ru

http://www.naturalnews.com

http://science.naturalnews.com

L e a r n
more: http://www.naturalnews.com/046830_radiation_plume_West_Coast_Fukushima.html#i
xzz3D10d47Ng

The original source of this article is Natural News
Copyright © David Gutierrez, Natural News, 2014

http://www.naturalnews.com/Fukushima.html
http://www-2.nersc.no/~olam/images/langCV_publ_OMJMay08.pdf
http://www.nersc.no/sites/www.nersc.no/files/NZC_AnnReport_2011.pdf
http://www.nersc.no/nb/node/12193
http://enenews.com/fukushima-forecast-govt-shows-nuclear-waste-crossing-ocean-single-massive-cluster-maximum-concentration-propagates-eastward-pacific-highest-levels-world-remain-coast-america-2026-video
http://spectrum.ieee.org/tech-talk/energy/nuclear/explainer-what-went-wrong-in-japans-nuclear-reactors
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2014/sep/09/fukushima-daiichi-operators-face-court-for-unpaid-wages
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/sep/10/fukushima-nuclear-disaster-japan-three-years-families-uprooted
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/japan/11045921/Fukushima-radioactive-water-ice-plug-plan-fails.html
http://en.ria.ru/world/20140825/192327162/Effectiveness-of-Fukushima-Ice-Wall-Unclear-to-Experts.html
http://www.naturalnews.com/043647_homeless_people_fukushima_cleanup_criminal_gangs.html
http://science.naturalnews.com/radiation.html
http://www.naturalnews.com/046830_radiation_plume_West_Coast_Fukushima.html#ixzz3D10d47Ng
http://www.naturalnews.com/046830_radiation_plume_West_Coast_Fukushima.html#ixzz3D10d47Ng
http://www.naturalnews.com/046830_radiation_plume_West_Coast_Fukushima.html
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/david-gutierrez
http://www.naturalnews.com/046830_radiation_plume_West_Coast_Fukushima.html


| 3

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: David Gutierrez

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/david-gutierrez
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

