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Marines Seize Pacific Island as Training for War with
China
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The  31st  U.S.  Marine  Expeditionary  Unit  (31st  MEU)  seized  a  tiny  island  and  airfield  with
special operations airmen and soldiers as part of a new island-hopping strategy.

Last week, 31st MEU, backed by the 3rd Marine Division, 3rd Marine Logistics Group and 1st
Marine Aircraft Wing, members of the Air Force 353rd Special Operations Group, and Army
soldiers  with  1st  Battalion,  1st  Special  Forces  Group,  conducted a  series  of  simulated
military  exercises attacking and seizing Ie  Shima Island located off the northwest  coast  of
Okinawa Island in the East China Sea, reported Task Purpose.

The new military strategy, known as Expeditionary Advanced Base (EAB) Operations, will
allow  Marine  units  to  seize,  establish,  and  operate  multiple  small  bases  across  the  Pacific
Ocean, a tactic that will be beneficial in a high-end fight with China.

During the exercise, special forces seized the island’s airport, 31st MEU then established a
Forward  Arming  and  Refueling  Point.  Marine  Corps  F-35B  stealth  fighters  patrolled  the
island’s perimeter while C-130J Super Hercules transport aircraft delivered heavy artillery
pieces.
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M142 High Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems were hauled in by the transport aircraft, carried
out simulated long-range precision fire missions while stealth fighter jets conducted strikes
with guided munitions.

“This  entire  mission  profile  simulated  the  process  of  securing  advanced
footholds for follow-on forces to conduct further military operations, with rapid
redeployment,” the Marines said in a statement.
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Task & Purpose said the EAB exercise is an updated version of the WWII-era island-hopping strategy.

“It is critical for us to be able to project power in the context of China, and one of the
traditional missions of the Marine Corps is seizing advanced bases,” Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff Marine Corps Gen. Joseph Dunford told the Senate Armed Services Committee
last week. “If you look at the island chains and so forth in the Pacific as platforms
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from which we can project power, that would be a historical mission for the
Marine Corps and one that is very relevant in a China scenario.”

As the National Defense Strategy makes clear, the U.S. military has entered a new phase of
power competition with rival China. In the South China Sea, China has constructed military
bases on artificial islands to extend its reach, while the U.S. Navy continues to use freedom
of navigation operations to sail its destroyers within ten or so miles from these islands to
telegraph that the US will not allow Chinese expansion in the world’s busiest naval transit
route to continue unimpeded.

Without  a  doubt,  the  latest  island  hopping  strategy  from the  Marines  is  the  clearest
indication the Pentagon is preparing for military conflict with China in the South China Sea.
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