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The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Macedonia has expressed its outrage to the US State
Department after Republican Congressman Dana Rohrabacher suggested it was not a
country, and should be partitioned by neighbors such as Kosovo and Bulgaria.

According to Rohrabacher, the creation of Macedonia itself was a failed project, and the
atmosphere is ripe for a fresh redrawing of the borders.

“My inclination is Macedonia is not a country. I'm sorry - it’s not a country,” the California
congressman told Albanian TV channel Vizion Plus.

“There is such a division in their country they will never be able to live together in the
future. For this reason, Kosovars and Albanians from Macedonia should be part of Kosovo
and the rest of Macedonia should be part of Bulgaria or any other country to which they
believe they are related,” he was cited as saying by Bulgarian news wire BGNES in a
translation from Albanian.

“The idea is to keep Macedonia alive because someone 30 years ago decided it is a
configuration that should come out of the dismantling of Yugoslavia,” Rohrabacher
continued.

Read moreBut the congressman did not stop there. Asked if US President Donald Trump
would be in favor of a partition, Rohrabacher said he has “influence on US policy makers
now,” given his position on the House Committee on Foreign Affairs. “We will have hearings
in the coming months,” he was cited by Albanian English news source Ocnal as saying.

On the issue of border redrawing, Rohrabacher said this would ideally be carried out with
peace for the Balkans in mind.

The congressman also added that he is not afraid of Russian influence in the Balkan region.

These words led to a swift response from Skopje, whose foreign ministry took the issue up
with Washington.

“His expressed views,” the statement reads, “generated immense anxiety
regarding Macedonia and the region. They inflame nationalist rhetoric in the
neighboring regions, taking us back into the past. We believe that the US State
Department will adequately remove any doubt about the stated positions and
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will affirm its policy towards Macedonia and the Balkans.”

Rohrabacher currently chairs the Subcommittee on Europe, Eurasia, and Emerging Threats,
and has served in the House of Representatives since 1989. During this time, he has had
similar ideas. In 2012, he pitched a resolution for the self-determination of the Aziri people
living inside Iran, suggesting to VOA Azerbaijani in an interview that the ethnic grouping
should have the right not to be part of a state governed by “monstrous religious fanatics.”

Rohrabacher suggested in January to the Washington Post he would be visiting Moscow with
a delegation “within a month” of Donald Trump’s inauguration as president. The plans are
not yet confirmed and would first have to be approved by Representative Ed Royce (R-
California), the chairman of the House Committee on Foreign Affairs, who takes a hardline
approach to Russia.

Rohrabacher, who has been called a part of the GOP’s “lunatic fringe” by Senator John
McCain (R-Arizona), has been vocal on constructive dialogue with Russia, earning him much
ire with his Republican cohorts.

The original source of this article is RT
Copyright © RT, RT, 2017

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: RT

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca



https://www.rt.com/news/376657-macedonia-split-rohrabacher-republican/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/russia-today
https://www.rt.com/news/376657-macedonia-split-rohrabacher-republican/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/russia-today
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

