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To those who bothered to listen to President Obama’s UN General Assembly speech without
falling asleep like Secretary John Kerry clearly wished to do, there was a stark contrast to
that  speech  which  followed  from  the  Russian  President.  First  before  Barack  Obama
completed  his  first  sentence  we  could  feel  his  emotion.  It  was  projecting  a  contempt  and
arrogance of a special variety: “We have the biggest, baddest military; we call the shots,
you peons of the nations of the world.”

Going  through  the  official  Obama  text  it’s  difficult  to  find  even  one  sentence  where  he
speaks honestly. It’s an example not of grey propaganda but black. I cite several of the most
egregious instances.

Near the start after the usual pious homage to the 70-year history of the United Nations, Mr.
Obama says, “the United States has worked with many nations in this Assembly to prevent a
third world war — by forging alliances with old adversaries;  by supporting the steady
emergence  of  strong  democracies  accountable  to  their  people  instead  of  any
foreign  power.”

I am challenged to think of one single strong democracy accountable to their people that US
interventions of the past years have supported. On the contrary look at the actual record
since the US invasion and destruction of Afghanistan in 2001 and then Iraq in 2003. Then we
have seen the US State Department’s launching, under Hillary Clinton, of the NGO and social
media-steered  Arab  Spring  destabilizations  under  the  false  flag  of  installing  democracy.
ThenWashington  went  on  to  the  destruction  of  Africa’s  most  stable,  peaceful  state,
Qaddafi’s Libya. And in 2013 the US-directed Maidan coup d’etat to install a neo-nazi band
of hooligans in Kiev to try to destabilize Russia. Every covert and overt US intervention has
brought the world a giant step closer to World War III. The latest move in that direction is US
insistence on placing the most advanced nuclear bombs on German soil making a major
destabilization of the current status quo between NATO and Russia.

Further on in the Obama speech, after nice sounding words about the wonderful principles
of  the  UN Charter,  “collective  endeavor,”  and of  “diplomatic  cooperation  between the
world’s major powers,” he inserts a bizarre non-sequitur: “I lead the strongest military
that the world has ever known, and I will never hesitate to protect my country or
our allies, unilaterally and by force where necessary.” A kind of modern cover version
of the 1970’s Jim Croce song that might be titled, “You don’t mess around with Barack…” So
much for  the  UN Charter.  Here  is  the  mailed  fist  under  the  velvet  glove  that  all  too  often
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these last decades is the substance of US foreign political and military policy.

Then Mr. President goes on to speak of dictators and tyrants. Trying to deflect accusations
that  the  US  creates  regime change  via  NGOs,  Barack  Obama declares,  “It  is  not  a
conspiracy of US-backed NGOs that expose corruption and raise the expectations
of people around the globe; it’s technology, social media…” The truth is just that of
US-backed NGOs as most in the UN audience know from personal experience with US-
Congress financed NGOs like National Endowment for Democracy, Freedom House, and the
Soros Open Society Foundations. It is precisely this Washington regime change by “US-
backed NGOs that expose corruption,” via the “weaponization of democracy and human
rights,” which is toppling legitimate regimes that refuse to bow to Washington’s agenda,
from Brazil to Syria. As the recent Snowdon and other revelations confirm, precisely the US-
based social media such as Facebook, Twitter and others are tied to or work closely with the
CIA, State Department, NSA, and facilitate the NGO regime change.

Now comes a whopper. The President of the United States states,

 “No  matter  how  powerful  our  military,  how  strong  our  economy,  we
understand the United States cannot solve the world’s problems alone. In Iraq,
the United States learned the hard lesson that even hundreds of thousands of
brave,  effective  troops,  trillions  of  dollars  from  our  Treasury,  cannot  by
itself impose stability on a foreign land.”

With due respect, Mr President, if you learned that hard lesson after wasting “trillions of
dollars,” not from your Treasury, but from US taxpayers and Chinese and others invested in
your US Treasury bonds, to finance that debacle called the Iraq War, why are you in Syria
today? What are you doing training the Ukraine military today? Why are you meddling all
over the world to stir people up? Why are you building military bases on every piece of dirt
around the world where you can dig a hole to plant  the American flag? You even admit  it
was a total fiasco. There is a significant reality disconnect in Washington today.

Finally the US president hits the real point of his current discontent: Russia. “Consider
Russia’s annexation of Crimea and further aggression in eastern Ukraine. America has few
economic interests in Ukraine…we cannot stand by when the sovereignty and territorial
integrity of a nation is flagrantly violated. If that happens without consequence in Ukraine, it
could happen to any nation gathered here today. That’s the basis of the sanctions that the
United States and our partners impose on Russia.” This statement skillfully ignores the
reality of the Ukraine events of 2013-2014.

It is a documentable matter of record that it was a Washington-sponsored Color Revolution
that  launched the  November,  2013 Maidan  Square  protests  against  the  legal,  elected
government of corrupt-but-legitimate President Viktor Yanukovich. It  was ignited by US-
backed NGOs of George Soros and others within seconds after a tweet from US-backed now
Ukraine Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk, calling for “EuroMaidan” protests against the
legitimate  decision  of  the  Yanukovich  cabinet  to  accept  an  offer,  a  very  economically
attractive one,  from Russia to join their  emerging Eurasian Economic Union,  receive a
reduction of Russian gas costs of 30% and an offer to buy $15 billion of Ukraine state debt.

It was neo-conservative Assistant State Secretary, Victoria “Fuck the EU” Nuland (who says
Washington  today  has  forgotten  the  fine  art  of  diplomacy?),  who,  together  with  Vice
President Joe Biden and US Ambassador in Kiev, Jeffrey Pyatt, and droves of CIA agents, who
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made what George Friedman, US CEO of Stratfor, termed “the most blatant coup in history,”
in Ukraine inFebruary 2014. Washington has gone on to hand-pick the Ukraine government,
even placing an American citizen, a US State department veteran as Finance Minister, and
named the son of Vice President Biden to the board of the Ukraine state gas company and
other such “US interests.”

The Syrian Fraud

Finally Barack Obama comes directly to Syria, the issue that Russian diplomacy has recently
exposed  to  world  scrutiny.  President  Obama  states,  “Nowhere  is  our  commitment  to
international order more tested than in Syria. When a dictator slaughters tens of thousands
of his own people, that is not just a matter of one nation’s internal affairs — it breeds human
suffering on an order of magnitude that affects us all. “

First it  has never been established that Assad has killed “tens of thousands” of Syrian
citizens. Secondly, it’s a sly way to attempt to justify an insidious idea, “Responsibility to
Protect,” (RTP) that was used by Washington in Libya in 2011 to destroy that country. RTP is
a direct violation of the UN Charter. Washington’s “coalition” bombing of Syria allegedly to
destroy IS is also in violation of the UN Charter, as it is bombing a sovereign nation without
being invited officially by their government as required in the Charter Washington drafted in
1944 at Dumbarton Oaks.

Moderate Syrian Opposition?

The  Washington  game  is  first  to  force  elected  President  Assad  out,  at  the  same  time  it
claims it wants to destroy ISIL (or IS or ISIS or DAESH depending on your choice of the many
names).  Russia’s  position is  clear:  The only  organized force in  Syria  today capable  of
destroying terrorist Salafists, all terrorist Salafists, is Bashar al Assad’s government and the
Syrian National Army and intelligence services that remain loyal to him.

The Obama speech talks of the US support for “moderate” opposition rebels. Yet as far back
as April 2013, when ISIS was called Al-Qaeda in Iraq and Syria, and run now by Egyptian
Ayman al-Zawahiri, the US-trained lieutenant of the late Osama bin Laden, the New York
Times, quoting numerous US officials,  documented that virtually all  of  the rebel fighters in
Syria are hardline Islamic terrorists. There are no “moderate” oppositionists fighting today.
The so-called “moderate” Free Syrian Army has also signed a non-aggression pact with
ISIS since 2014.

On September 16, 2015, almost two weeks before the Obama UN speech, Gen. Lloyd Austin
III, head of the US “war against ISIS,” during a Senate Armed Services Committee hearing on
Syria, admitted that the military program intended produce 5,400 trained fighters a year has
so far  only resulted in “four or  five” who still  remain on the ground and active in combat.
The rest have all  joined ISIS or Al  Nusra Front of Al  Qaeda, the US-backed “moderate
opposition”  to  ISIL.  At  the  same  Senate  hearings,  Christine  Wormuth,  the  Pentagon
Undersecretary responsible for the Syrian war confirmed recent Russian statements, noting
that Assad’s military “still has considerable strength,” adding, “it’s still the most powerful
military force on the ground. The assessment right now is the regime is not in imminent
danger of falling.”

There is a Russian joke currently making the rounds in Moscow. Russia’s Putin arrives back
in the Kremlin after his September New York meeting with President Obama on Syria and
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other topics. A trusted aide asks how the talk with Obama went. Putin tells his aide that, in a
bid to lower the temperature and calm the nerves before turning to grave topics like the
wars in Syria and Ukraine, the Russian president proposed they first sit down to a game of
chess. Putin tells his aide what it’s like playing chess with Obama. “It’s like playing with a
pigeon. First it knocks over all the pieces, then it shits on the board and finally struts around
like it won.”

F. William Engdahl is strategic risk consultant and lecturer, he holds a degree in politics
from Princeton University and is a best-selling author on oil and geopolitics, exclusively for
the online magazine “New Eastern Outlook”.
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