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On March 20th 2003 Western forces launched their “Shock and Awe” attack on Iraq, heavily
bombarding Baghdad and elsewhere, massacring hundreds if not thousands of innocent
men, women and children.  On March 20th 2011 the very same forces attacked Libya,
beginning what many believe will be yet another mass slaughter.

What is obvious to all but the most duped and apathetic is that once again we have another
war launched by the imperialist  powers thinly veiled as a “humanitarian intervention”,
dressed up as a mission of peace driven by the use of heavy bombardment and murder,
where  the  truth  lies  diametrically  opposed  to  the  propaganda  being  pushed  by  the
mainstream media. Nothing is what it seems; the lies and deceptions are as Orwellian as
ever. The similarities with Iraq go well beyond the date of the opening salvo – indeed, there
are many consistencies between the current attack on Libya and numerous other military
interventions and acts of aggression carried out by the US, NATO and their allies in recent
years.

The propaganda currently being pumped out by the mainstream media, led by the usual
suspects in the American corporate press and the liars and sycophants over at the BBC, is
essentially  a  re-run  of  the  Iraq  invasions  and  Kosovo:  a  largely  fabricated  case  for
humanitarian intervention based on violence stoked by special forces troops and covert
operations, with the consistent demonisation of the leader recast as a mass murdering
tyrant to justify a heavy saturation bombing campaign in the name of human rights and
justice. Any historical context that might cast the so-called “Allies” in a negative light – for
instance large-scale sales of  weapons to the new enemy figure – is  carefully omitted from
the narrative.

The assault on Iraq during the first Gulf War was launched on the back of Saddam Hussein’s
invasion of Kuwait – an invasion carried out with the tacit support of the US, who then
betrayed their puppet dictator and launched a huge slaughter, killing more than 100,000
people. The war was sold to the American public with a horror story in which Iraqi troops
were accused of throwing Kuwaiti babies out of hospital incubators. Trouble is, the story was
a complete fabrication, utilizing fake testimony from an unnamed nurse who turned out to
be the daughter of the Kuwaiti Ambassador to the United States, coached by the pubic
relations  firm  Hill  &  Knowlton,  a  company  with  a  track  record  of  providing  services  to
notorious  human  rights  abusers  around  the  globe.

And let’s not forget the fabricated “evidence” to justify the 2003 invasion – the non-existent
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WMDs, the yellow cake from Niger, the repeated, false association between Saddam and
9/11 … all since proven to be lies, and the occupation continues…

In Kosovo, the Western media went all out saturating their broadcasts of a photograph of a
thin man behind a fence accompanied by cries of “concentration camps!” The truth was
rather different: the ITN film crew were on the inside of a refugee camp, and had asked the
man to  take  his  top  off  to  pose  for  the  camera.  The  photo  was  another  propaganda  coup
from the so-called “free press” of the West, which eventually led to a lethal 78 day bombing
campaign which caused a fragmentation of the region from which they have yet to recover.
Around the same time, NATO member Turkey – receiving some 80% of their arms from the
Clinton  administration  –  proceeded  to  murder,  torture  and  massacre  Kurds  in  untold
numbers. There was no call for a humanitarian intervention there – after all, they were our
allies.

In addition to such fabrications, the Western media conveniently omitted any mention of
CIA/MI6 use of the Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA-UCK) to instigate violence in the region,
subsequently  used as part  of  the justification for  the NATO “humanitarian intervention”.  It
should be noted that since this campaign KLA leaders such as Hashim Thaci and Agim Ceku
have  been  tied  to  criminal  syndicates  involved  in  arms,  drugs,  and  human  trafficking,
prostitution and illegal organ harvesting, in addition to the numerous war crimes carried out
under the auspices of NATO. This blatant criminalization of Kosovo politics was carried out
with the full consent of the EU and the US. It should also be noted that the US themselves
described  the  KLA  as  a  terrorist  organization  up  until  1998,  when  Bill  Clinton  reclassified
them  as  “freedom  fighters”  and  unleashed  them  on  the  Serbs.  NATO’s  strategy  of  high
altitude  bombing  quickly  moved  from  legitimate  military  targets  to  the  wholesale
destruction of infrastructure, hospitals, television stations and civilians – all in the name of
“humanitarian intervention” …

And as the historical record now shows, the refugee crisis and the swathe of massacres was
precipitated by the NATO bombing campaign.

Similarly, the media build-up to the current attack on Libya has been characterised by the
same level of fabricated propaganda against a backdrop of covert actions utilising known
terrorist groups. The rebellion against Colonel Qaddafi, which the mainstream media would
have us believe is a completely independent and organic grassroots uprising against a
brutal oppressor, has actually been manipulated by agents from the CIA, MI6 and covert
special forces groups such as the SAS for a number of weeks. A team of British SAS were
recently arrested by Libyan rebels, echoing the arrest of SAS soldiers in Bazra in 2005,
equipped with weapons, explosives and Arab-looking disguises, caught shooting at an Iraqi
police checkpoint, in a textbook example of divide and rule tactics.

Arms  and  al-Qaida-affiliated  fighters  have  also  been  flowing  into  the  country  to  fuel  the
insurrection from Saudi Arabia and Egypt directly from NATO and other Western sources in
an  attempt  to  foment  the  overthrow  of  Qaddafi.  There  are  additional  reports  that  Israeli-
affiliated  African  mercenaries  have  also  infiltrated  Libya  to  support  the  attempted
insurrection. It is the reaction of the Libyan government – a completely justified response to
a violent insurrection aided by agents from foreign governments with reciprocal force – that
the Western press is characterising as the oppression of unarmed protesters.

Stories  of  atrocities  carried  out  by  Qaddafi  have  also  turned  out  to  be  of  questionable
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veracity, for instance the accusation that Qaddafi was using his air force to strafe crowds of
protesters. These accusations remain unsupported, but that hasn’t stopped them being
repeated ad nauseum across the mainstream media. If there is a grain of truth in them (and
it’s  not  simply  a  case  of  Qaddafi’s  forces  legitimately  striking  back  at  armed,  Western-
backed “rebels”), one has to wonder why such a supposedly unpopular leader has recently
handed  out  1  million  machine  guns  to  the  public  to  fight  against  a  foreign  occupation.
Hardly the tactics of a dictator fearing overthrow from within. Perhaps the media will release
photographic or video evidence supporting their claims, but if the past is anything to go by
… well, perhaps they won’t.

Fox News got in on the act of making things up recently as well, using the well worn “human
shields” hoax popular amongst defenders of  Israeli  barbarism towards the Palestinians.
Fortunately, CNN correspondent Nic Robertson set the records straight:

A predictable but entirely unfounded response to the above observations is the accusation
of being a Qaddafi sympathizer. Those who make such accusations are guilty of obfuscation
and missing the broader point. Certainly, Qaddafi is no angel – likewise Slobodan Milošević
and Saddam Hussein were guilty of despotism, crimes against humanity and more. But
those who make such charges miss the irony of their rhetoric, given that they support the
unbridled  use  of  violence  by  far  more  powerful  military  forces  against  largely  civilian
populations, leading to death tolls that far exceed those committed by the puppet dictators
they seek to overthrow. That these dictators and despots committed their own atrocities
with weapons supplied by Western nations is never mentioned, for doing so would lay bare
their hypocrisy. “We must kill to avoid killing,” is the ideology they promote, oblivious to the
inherent contradiction that lies within.

This  hypocrisy  is  plain  to  see  in  the  recent  release  of  photos  of  American  troops  in
Afghanistan  posing  for  trophy  shots  with  murdered  civilians.  While  the  BBC are  busy
ramming down the throats of  the public  endless news about our impressive fighter planes
and their  “precision”  bombing and manufacturing  tales  of  massacres  at  the  hands  of
Qaddafi, photos such as this are completely ignored:

US Army “Kill Team” pose with with murdered civilians

And of  course,  there’s  little  mention of  the genuinely  brutal  oppression in  places  like
Bahrain, where the Saudi military were called in to massacre protesters there, or the recent
outbreak of airstrikes and incursions into Gaza by the IDF over the weekend. Because
they’re our “allies” and their crimes – like our own – are completely permissible.

Just another day in the Empire…
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