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Letter to Pennsylvania Governor Tom Wolf Demands
Fracking Permit Pause, Investigation of Cancer
Crisis
100+ groups, Mark Ruffalo and Bill McKibben join state reps and dozens of
groups in call for action
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Over a hundred groups and more than 800 individuals from Pennsylvania signed onto a
letter to Governor Tom Wolf calling for an official investigation into recent reports of rare
cancers in counties heavily impacted by shale gas development over the last decade. The
letter also calls for the governor to suspend all gas drilling permits until the investigation
shows that fracking is not the cause of this emerging public health crisis.

The  letter  was  prompted  by  an  investigation  by  the  Pittsburgh  Post-Gazette,  which
documented at least 46 children in four counties in southwest Pennsylvania who have
suffered  from  rare  forms  of  cancer  since  2008–  including  at  least  27  cases  of  Ewing
sarcoma, a form of bone cancer that only affects between 200 and 250 people across the
entire country each year.

“The Wolf administration’s approach to the impacts of shale gas development
has  been  ‘If  you  don’t  want  to  see  something,  don’t  look,'”  said  Karen
Feridun,  co-founder of  the Better  Path Coalition.  “There’s  no  better
evidence of that than the fact that it took reporters to identify 46 children
diagnosed with rare cancers in just four counties at the epicenter of the shale
gas boom. It’s time for Governor Wolf to remove his blinders and get on top of
this unfolding public health crisis.”

The  letter  was  signed  by  five  state  representatives—Elizabeth  Fiedler,  Danielle  Friel
Otten, Sara Innamorato, Summer Lee and Chris Rabb—and national leaders in the
fight  against  fracking,  including  actor  Mark  Ruffalo,  Gasland  director  Josh  Fox,  Dr.
Sandra  Steingraber,  actress  Shailene  Woodley,  and  350.org  founder  Bill  McKibben.

“We have known for years that fracking presents clear threats to our drinking
water,  our  air  quality,  and to  the health and safety of  residents  in  these
sacrifice  zones,”  said  Emily  Wurth,  Organizing  Co-Director  of  Food  &
Water Watch. “But this investigative reporting points to an even more serious
and heartbreaking toll on Pennsylvanians. Governor Wolf must take immediate
action to protect the health and safety of his state.”

As the letter states,
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“Scientific evidence about the harmful toxic chemicals used in gas drilling and
fracking activities strongly suggest a connection. Many of the chemicals used
in these activities are known carcinogens and many pose a particularly high
risk to children and at-risk populations. Numerous peer-reviewed public health
studies have found gas drilling and fracking activities associated with low birth
weight babies, birth defects, asthma and other respiratory issues, increased
rates of hospitalization, and various other health impacts.”

The letter also states:

 “This is a public health crisis that requires immediate and significant action.”

The organizations signing the letter include 350.org, Berks Gas Truth, Better Path Coalition,
Delaware Riverkeeper Network, Food & Water Watch, Frack Action, Physicians for Social
Responsibility and Southwest Environmental Health Project.

The  letter  will  be  delivered  in  person  to  Governor  Wolf  on  Wednesday  after  a  briefing  in
Harrisburg  on  new  reports  assessing  the  health  and  climate  impacts  of  shale  gas
development,  which  will  include  a  recap  of  a  public  meeting  on  the  spike  in  cancer
diagnoses in the Canon-McMillan school district.

The letter was previewed in a report today in the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette.

*

Note to readers: please click the share buttons above or below. Forward this article to your
email lists. Crosspost on your blog site, internet forums. etc.

The original source of this article is Food & Water Watch
Copyright © Food & Water Watch, Food & Water Watch, 2019

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Food & Water
Watch

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

https://www.post-gazette.com/news/environment/2019/06/17/fracking-health-effects-tom-wolf-letter-environmental-rachel-levine/stories/201906140125
https://www.foodandwaterwatch.org/news/letter-wolf-demands-fracking-permit-pause-investigation-cancer-cases
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/food-and-water-watch
https://www.foodandwaterwatch.org/news/letter-wolf-demands-fracking-permit-pause-investigation-cancer-cases
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/food-and-water-watch
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/food-and-water-watch
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca


| 3

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

