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NEW YORK, (SANA) - The United Nations Security Council held on Monday a session to
discuss the situation in the Middle East in the framework of the attempts of some Arab
states backed by the west to internationalize the crisis in Syria and ignore what is
happening in the occupied Palestinian territories.

Russian Foreign Minister, Sergei Lavrov, stressed in a speech at the UNSC that the Syrian
Government is confronting armed gangs and al-Qaeda members who committed horrible
crimes in Syria, adding that violence should stop and humanitarian aid should be offered to
civilians.

He reiterated that the calls for military intervention in Syria jeopardizes the whole region.

Lavrov underlined the necessity of establishing an independent Palestinian state that meets
the aspirations of the Palestinian people.

He added that the role of the international community is to guarantee that the current
changes in the Arab world would lead to positive effects and to guarantee freedoms, human
rights and the minorities’ rights.

Lavrov noted that the Syrian Government shoulders the responsibility for the current events,
but “We have to take into consideration that the Syrian Government is fighting armed gangs
and al-Qaeda members who committed horrible crimes.”

He called for finding an early solution to the crisis in Syria without violence, launching a
comprehensive political process in Syria and implementing reforms, pointing out to the five
points which were agreed on by the Arab League and Russia in this regard, including
stopping violence by all sides, a monitoring mechanism, no foreign interference and
supporting the mission of Kofi Annan to launch dialogue between the Government and
Syrian opposition.

He stressed that Russia is ready to approve a UNSC resolution based on these five points.
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Lavrov Expresses Support to Annan’s Mission in Syria

In a phone call with the UN special envoy to Syria Kofi Annan on Sunday, the Russian
Foreign Minister expressed support to Annan’s mission in light of Russia’s vision which aims
at halting violence from all sides and starting dialogue between the government and the
opposition without preempting the results.

Sources in the Russian Foreign Ministry said that Annan informed Minister Lavrov about the
start of his mission in Damascus in terms of enhancing what has been agreed upon in the
10th March meeting, stressing the inclination to cooperate with Russia in regards to
achieving a peaceful settlement in Syria.
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