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Money and Academia: Koch Foundation Proposal to
Florida State University: Teach our Curriculum, Get
Millions
Documents show group sought control over hiring at Florida State's economics
department
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In 2007, when the Charles Koch Foundation considered giving millions of dollars to Florida
State University’s economics department, the offer came with strings attached.

First,  the  curriculum it  funded  must  align  with  the  libertarian,  deregulatory  economic
philosophy of Charles Koch, the billionaire industrialist and Republican political bankroller.

Second, the Charles Koch Foundation would at least partially control which faculty members
Florida State University hired.

And  third,  Bruce  Benson,  a  prominent  libertarian  economic  theorist  and  Florida  State
University  economics  department  chairman,  must  stay  on  another  three  years  as
department chairman — even though he told his wife he’d step down in 2009 after one
three-year term.

The  Charles  Koch  Foundation  expressed  a  willingness  to  give  Florida  State  an  extra
$105,000 to keep Benson — a self-described “libertarian anarchist” who asserts that every
government function he’s studied “can be, has been, or is being produced better by the
private sector” — in place.

“As we all know, there are no free lunches. Everything comes with costs,” Benson at the
time wrote to economics department colleagues in an internal memorandum. “They want to
expose  students  to  what  they  believe  are  vital  concepts  about  the  benefits  of  the  market
and the dangers of government failure, and they want to support and mentor students who
share their views. Therefore, they are trying to convince us to hire faculty who will provide
that exposure and mentoring.”

Benson concluded, “If we are not willing to hire such faculty, they are not willing to fund us.”

S u c h  d e t a i l s  a r e  c o n t a i n e d  i n  1 6  p a g e s
of previously unpublished emails andmemos obtained by the Center for Public Integrity.

While the documents are seven years old — and don’t reflect the Charles Koch Foundation’s
current  relationship  with  Florida  State  University,  university  officials  contend  — they  offer
rare insight into how Koch’s philanthropic operation prods academics to preach a free
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market gospel in exchange for cash.

The original source of this article is The Center for Public Integrity
Copyright © Dave Levinthal, The Center for Public Integrity, 2014

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Dave Levinthal

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

http://www.publicintegrity.org/2014/09/12/15495/koch-foundation-proposal-college-teach-our-curriculum-get-millions
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/dave-levinthal
http://www.publicintegrity.org/2014/09/12/15495/koch-foundation-proposal-college-teach-our-curriculum-get-millions
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/dave-levinthal
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

