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The fate of WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange will depend in many respects on the results of
the Ecuadorian presidential election.

Ecuador is set to hold the first round of elections, comprising eight candidates, on February
19, while the runoff is scheduled for April 2. The country’s President Rafael Correa is not
running in the election for the first time in more than a decade.

Assange has been residing at the Ecuadorian Embassy in London since 2012 for fear
of being extradited to Sweden on rape allegations. The WikiLeaks founder denied the
accusations. On December 4, 2015, the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention’s (WGAD)
ruled that Assange’s detention was arbitrary. The United Kingdom and Sweden have been
refusing to recognize the legitimacy of the decision and to end Assange’s prosecution.

While earlier Ecuadorian Foreign Minister Guillaume Long said that the government will not
end Assange’s asylum, right-wing presidential candidates have pledged to kick the
whistleblower out of the embassy.

In particular, former banker Guillermo Lasso from the Creating Opportunities (CREO) right-
wing alliance said that if elected he would insist that Assange leaves the embassy within 30
days. According to polls, Lasso is the main rival to Lenin Moreno from the pro-government
bloc PAIS Alliance.
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"Ecuador had no business spending a single
cent protecting someone who definitely leaked
confidential information," Lasso said from his
24th-floor office at the headquarter, overlooking
the Banco de Guayaquil where he was executive
president from 1994 to 2012.

"I will take on the responsibility of inviting Mr.
Assange to leave the Ecuadorean embassy at
the latest 30 days after the start of our
government," he added on Thursday afternoon.
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Coming third in polls Cynthia Viteri from the Social Christian Party (PSC) also said that if
elected she would evict Assange from the embassy.

Moreno did not comment on the matter but the Foreign Ministry said that it will keep the
asylum. At the same time, in November Assange’s access to the internet in the embassy
was restricted for the period of the United States election, according to the ministry.

In order to win the presidential election in Ecuador, a candidate must win over 50 percent
of votes or no less than 40 percent, with a gap of over 10 percent from the runner-up. If the
conditions are not met there is the runoff.

Ahead of the election, Ecuador was hit by a Twitter-storm as people from all over the world
have been joining a campaign to pressure the right-wing candidates not to end Assange’s
asylum.

The campaign led by WikiLeaks and organized from Ecuador is running under the hashtag
“EIMundoConAssange,” which is translated as “the world stands with Assange.”
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“In the end, it was a beautiful thing - so much solidarity,” Felipe Ogaz Oviedo, who launched
the campaign in Ecuador, told Telesur TV.

He added that the campaign was also aimed at countering the “manipulation” of Assange’s
story with right-wing politicians portraying him as a criminal in order to win votes.
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The statement on the image reads: “The first victim of war is truth. The second is one who
denounces it.”

The original source of this article is Sputnik
Copyright © Sputnik, Sputnik, 2017

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page



http://www.globalresearch.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Screen-Shot-2017-02-20-at-7.23.16-AM.png
http://www.telesurtv.net/english/news/Ecuadorians-Tell-Presidential-Candidates-They-Want-Assange-Safe-20170217-0029.html
http://www.globalresearch.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Screen-Shot-2017-02-20-at-7.23.25-AM.png
https://sputniknews.com/world/201702191050841728-assange-ecuador-elections/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/sputnik
https://sputniknews.com/world/201702191050841728-assange-ecuador-elections/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Sputnik

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

| 4


https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/sputnik
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

