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John Bolton Wins “Defender of Israel” Award From
Zionist Lobby Group That Helped Appoint Him
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The  ZOA,  Bolton’s  enthusiastic  sponsor,  led  the  campaign  to  remove  former  National
Security Adviser H.R. McMaster from his post after railing against McMaster’s “anti-Israel”
positions, most notably his support for the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA),
better known as the Iran nuclear deal.

The  Zionist  Organization  of  America  (ZOA)  recently  awarded  U.S.  National  Security
Adviser John Bolton the “Defender of Israel Award” during its annual awards dinner,
which took place in New York on Sunday night.

Other awardees included U.S. Ambassador to Germany Richard Grenell as well as Fox
News television host Mark Levin.  Both Grenell and Levin are close to Bolton, with the
former having served as Bolton’s spokesman and the latter having worked closely with
Bolton at the Department of Justice in the Reagan administration.

Though Bolton has received several awards from the Israel lobby in the past, due to his
fervent promotion of Zionism and Israeli  government policy,  this more recent award is
notable, as the ZOA is largely responsible for Bolton’s appointment as National Security
Adviser within the Trump administration.

Indeed, beginning in August 2017, the ZOA – under the leadership of its president, Morton
Klein –led the campaign to remove former National Security Adviser H.R. McMaster from
his post after railing against McMaster’s “anti-Israel” positions, most notably his support for
the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), better known as the Iran nuclear deal.

However, McMaster had also earned the ire of American Zionists for allegedly referring to
Israel as an “occupying power” and acknowledging the existence of Palestine — as Zionists
at ZOA and like-minded organizations support a revisionist history of the creation of the
Israeli  state  that  asserts  that  Palestine  as  a  state  never  existed  prior  to  Israel’s
establishment in 1948.

Leaked emails reported on by MintPress earlier this year revealed that ZOA’s campaign to
remove McMaster soon won the support of Trump’s top political donor, Zionist billionaire
Sheldon Adelson. It was later revealed that Adelson had been instrumental in placing
Bolton  in  the  position  McMaster  vacated,  as  Bolton  had  long  been  a  confidant  of  the
politically  influential  casino  magnate  and  Adelson  had  previously  lobbied  Trump  –  then
president-elect  –  to  include  Bolton  in  his  cabinet.

Bolton has not disappointed his sponsors
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Since his appointment in April, Bolton has promoted and helped bring to fruition policies
long supported by Adelson and the ZOA – which Adelson helps fund – as well as related
groups.  Under  Bolton’s  influence,  President  Trump unilaterally  withdrew the  U.S.  from the
JCPOA  and  imposed  harsh  sanctions  against  Iran,  which  disproportionately  affect  Iranian
civilians. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo recently stated that Iranian leaders would need to
fall in line if “they want their people to eat,” underscoring the fact that the Iranian people
are by and large the target of the U.S. sanctions targeting Iran.

In addition, Bolton has also used his role as National Security Adviser to advocate for other
troubling  policies  in  the  Middle  East  to  the  benefit  of  Israel,  such  as  the  continuation  and
expansion of the U.S.’ occupation of around 30 percent of Syrian territory.

Bolton announced in July that the U.S. would maintain its military presence in Syria until the
“Iranian  menace  was  wiped  off  the  map.”  Bolton’s  announcement  became  administration
policy just two months later in September. However, just days before Bolton took over for
McMaster, Trump had announced that he wanted to remove U.S. troops from Syria “very
quickly.”

Ultimately, Bolton’s recent award from the Adelson-backed ZOA for “defending Israel” is the
result of events that ZOA itself helped made possible. Now that Bolton – who they helped
install into power – has helped bring about the very policies they had hoped he would
manifest,  ZOA  has  granted  him  a  “prestigious”  award.  Perhaps  it  is  only  fitting  that  he
receive such thanks for the service to Zionism he was installed to provide. Indeed, it is a
cause and ideology that Bolton has repeatedly supported – often at the expense of U.S.
government interests and even U.S. national security.
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