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Featured image: Razan al-Najjar, the 21 year old Gaza medic killed by an Israeli sniper on June 1,
treating an injured man, undated photo from Palestine Live on twitter.

The  1948  Genocide  Convention  clearly  states  that  one  instance  of  genocide  is  “the
deliberate infliction of conditions of life calculated to bring about the physical destruction of
a people in whole or in part.” No matter whether this happens at a fast rate, or in “slow
motion.” That is what has been done to Gaza since the imposition of the blockade by Israel,
and the subsequent massacres which led to the death of more than 4000 Palestinians in
three successive genocidal wars.

Palestinians of Gaza live an ongoing, illegal, crippling Israeli siege that has shattered all
spheres of life, prompting the former UN Special Rapporteur for Human Rights, Richard
Falk, to describe it as “a prelude to genocide”. In 2009, the UN Fact-Finding Mission on the
Gaza  Conflict,  headed  by  the  highly  respected  South  African  judge,  Richard  Goldstone,
found Israel guilty of “war crimes and possible crimes against humanity,” as did major
international human rights organizations, such as Amnesty International and Human Rights
Watch.  The  Goldstone  report,  for  example,  concludes  that  Israel’s  war  on  Gaza  was
“designed to punish, humiliate and terrorize a civilian population, radically diminish its local
economic capacity both to work and to provide for itself, and to force upon it an ever
increasing sense of dependency and vulnerability.”

The same scenario was repeated in 2012, and a worse one in 2014 only because Israel feels
that it can carry on its war crimes with full impunity. And last week Israel has decided to
tighten the siege by closing the only commercial crossing, even to increase its attacks by
targeting peaceful protesters demanding the implementation of UN resolutions, and an end
to this deadly, hermetic siege.

In her visit to Gaza, Professor Sara Roy, an expert on Gaza, describes the Strip as “a land
ripped apart and scarred, the lives of its people blighted. Gaza is decaying under the weight
of continued devastation, unable to function normally…” Professor Roy concludes that

“[T]he decline and disablement of Gaza’s economy and society have been
deliberate, the result of state policy–consciously planned, implemented and
enforced… And just as Gaza’s demise has been consciously orchestrated, so
have the obstacles preventing its recovery.”

In addition to Israel’s daily attacks and air strikes, Gazans also suffer from the contamination
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of water, air and soil, since the sewage system is unable to function due to power cuts
necessitated  by  lack  of  fuel  to  the  main  generators  of  the  Gaza  power  grid.  Medical
conditions  due  to  injuries  from internationally  prohibited  butterfly  bullets  and  other  illegal
Israeli weapons as well as from water contamination cannot be treated because of the siege.
In addition to the ban on building materials, Israel also prevents many other necessities
from being imported: lights bulbs, candles, matches, books, refrigerators, shoes, clothing,
mattresses,  sheets,  blankets,  tea,  coffee,  sausages,  flour,  cows,  pasta,  cigarettes,  fuel,
pencils,  pens,  paper… etc.  In  Gaza,  people  are  wondering  whether  the  current  Israeli
government, the most fascist in the county’s history, might even discuss a ban on Oxygen!
Add to this the punitive measure taken by the PA, and the drastic cuts endorsed by UNRWA,
not to mention the constant closure of the Rafah crossing–the only exit Gaza has to the
external world– leading to one of the highest unemployment rates and poverty on the face
of earth.

In fact, the conclusion Gazans have reached is that Israel is intent on destroying Gaza
because  world  official  bodies  and  leaders  choose  to  say  and  do  absolutely  nothing.  The
brazen refusal of Israel to cooperate with the decision of the International Community to re-
construct Gaza, for which several billions of dollars were pledged in Sharm El-Sheikh, should
not  be tolerated.  Israel’s  attacks  have damaged or  completely  destroyed many public
buildings and have according to  the UN’s  own Office for  the Coordination of  Humanitarian
Affairs  reports  severely  damaged  or  completely  destroyed  some  thousands  of  family
dwellings, schools, universities and factories. Many other Palestinians who have spent the
past several winters and summers in tents and caravans have also been promised the
means to rebuild homes and schools, though to date nothing has been done to alleviate
their suffering.

The practice of  wanton willful  killing of  civilians exemplified in  the extra-judicial  sniping of
non-violent protesters at the eastern fence of the Gaza Strip is not an isolated incident. It is
part and parcel of an ongoing, comprehensive policy targeting the civilian Palestinians of the
Gaza strip and systematically denying them their rights to movement, work, medical care,
study,  livelihood  and  increasingly  life  itself.  But  it  is  also  a  reflection  of  the  nature  of  the
state of Israel.i. e., a settler-colony. Israel’s leading, anti-Zionist historian, Ilan Pappe,  sheds
light  on the driving ideology behind this genocidal policy:

Zionism is, in essence, a settler colonial movement, which was interested in
having as much of the land of Palestine with as few Palestinians on it  as
possible. As the late scholar of settler colonialism, Patrick Wolfe, has put it; the
encounter between the settlers and the indigenous population triggered ‘the
logic of the elimination of the native’. In some places, such as North America,
annihilation was literally a genocide of the native; in Palestine it was a different
kind  of  elimination,  obtained  through  segregation,  ethnic  cleansing  and
enclavement

In spite of Israel’s alleged unilateral withdrawal from the Strip in 2005, it still maintains a
permanent military presence in Gaza’s territorial  waters and controls the movement of
people and goods onto the strip by land and water in addition to movement within the strip
through targeting anyone entering the “no go” zone designated by the Israeli military. Israel
also continues to control Gaza’s population registry. Yet, Israel claims that it is no longer the
occupying power in the Gaza strip and uses this excuse, in addition to the results of 2006
democratic elections, to intensify its policy of siege and lethal attacks on Gaza’s civilians.
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And now,  Israel  has decided to become openly an apartheid state by legalizing racial
discrimination. I have tried very hard to find out whether there are constitutions or laws in
the world similar to Israel’s “new” Nation-State Basic Law which aims to establish a legal
basis for Jewish supremacy and racism against indigenous Palestinians,  including those
living in what has become the largest open-air prison on earth; only South Africa under
apartheid and America in the eras of slavery and segregation.

So, what to do?!

In a piece published in MEE, Gideon Levy asks

“Israel, where is your outrage at the legislation of Apartheid?”

Actually, we are not expecting a settler-colonial community to act against its own racism.
The outside world has to intervene. Hence our call for #BDS. But, in Palestine, we are in
urgent need of serious discussions about a program of radical political transformation, what
with the disastrous failure of the existing programs, right and left, a program that divorces
itself from the racist two-state solution, one that endorses a more inclusive program that
guarantees the rights of all segments of the Palestinian people.

*

Haidar Eid is Associate Professor of Postcolonial and Postmodern Literature at Gaza’s al-
Aqsa University. He has written widely on the Arab-Israeli conflict, including articles
published at Znet, Electronic Intifada, Palestine Chronicle, and Open Democracy. He has
published papers on cultural Studies and literature in a number of journals, including
Nebula, Journal of American Studies in Turkey, Cultural Logic, and the Journal of
Comparative Literature.
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