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The UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Palestinian territories
occupied since 1967, Michael Lynk, has described the Israeli occupation as “the most
malignant” in the world. The Canadian official added that perpetuating an alien rule over
almost five million people, against their fervent wishes, inevitably requires the repression of
rights, the erosion of the rule of law, the abrogation of international commitments and the
imposition of deeply discriminatory practices.

Lynk accused Israel of humiliating the Palestinians and intensifying the crackdown
on human rights activists. He presented his report to the UN Commission on Human Rights
and Human Rights Council during its latest session on Israel. Israeli and US diplomats
boycotted the session dedicated to several UN reports criticising Israeli settlements, the
blockade of Gaza and the excessive use of force against Palestinians.

The report also criticised the Palestinian authorities for their violations, including unlawful
killings and detentions. It comes after the resignation of the Executive Secretary of the UN
Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia, Rima Khalaf, after her report accusing
Israel of being an apartheid state was rejected by the international body under pressure
from Israel and the US.

[xThe US boycotted the debate on Israel and the occupied Palestinian territories in Geneva
on Monday, claiming that the UN Human Rights Council is biased against Israel. The move
came after the US administration announced in March that it would review its relationship
with the Geneva-based council, in light of its strong focus on Israel, Washington’s ally.

The HRC regularly addresses many areas of tension, including Syria and North Korea.
However, Israel is the only state regularly placed on a separate agenda item with numerous
human rights reports.

US State Department spokesman Mark Toner claimed in a statement from Washington that
the discussion of the Monday session is an additional reminder of the long-standing bias of
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this body against Israel.

“The continued existence of this item on the agenda is among the greatest
threats to the council’s credibility,” he added.
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