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It looks that the Israeli “demonstration of power” during the recent visit of Russian Defense
Minister Sergey Shoigu has turned into a total failure.

On October 16, Shoigu arrived Israel for meetings with Israeli Defense Minister Avigdor
Lieberman and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. The sides were reportedly set to
discuss  the  situation  in  the  region,  including  Syria,  the  fight  against  terrorism  as  well  as
military and technical cooperation.

At the same day, the Israeli Defense Forces (IDF) claimed that its warplanes targeted an
anti-aircraft battery of the Syrian Air Defense Forces that had launched a missile at Israeli
aircraft flying over Lebanon.

In response, IDF aircraft targeted the anti-aircraft battery in Syria.

— IDF (@IDFSpokesperson) October 16, 2017

The IDF added that the Syrian missile didn’t hit any Israeli aircraft.

Earlier  today,an  anti-aircraft  missile  was  launched from Syria  towards  IDF
aircraft during a routine flight over Lebanon. No hits confirmed

— IDF (@IDFSpokesperson) October 16, 2017

“The army targeted the battery with four bombs and, according to the IDF, the
battery was damaged to the extent it was no longer operational. The army said
the  battery  targeted  was  the  same  that  fired  at  Israeli  jets  last  March,
prompting  Israel  make  use  of  its  Arrow  anti-missile  system  for  the  first
time,”  the  Israeli  newspaper  Haaretz  reported  on  the  issue.
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The  Syrian  military  confirmed  the  Israeli  strikes  and  said  that  they  caused  “material
damage.”

It’s interesting to note that, according to the Syrian Defense Ministry statement, Israeli
warplanes  violated  Syria’s  airspace  on  the  border  with  Lebanon in  Baalbek  area.  The
incident took place at 8:51 am local time.

Could the Israeli Air Force intentionally provoke the reaction from the Syrian military in order
to justify the strike on the Syrian air defense battery?

Furthermore, some pro-Israeli experts and media activists clearly linked the incident with
the visit of the Russian defense minister to Tel Aviv saying that it was a nice demonstration
of power to the Russian-Iranian-Syrian alliance.

However, something went wrong.

According to the available information, the Syrian Defense Forces used a S-200 missile
against the Israeli warplane. This Soviet-made missile is the most advanced long range anti-
aircraft system opearated by the Syrian military. Even in this case, it’s old-fashioned in
terms of the modern warfare.

Despite this,  the Syrian Defense Ministry said in its  statement that government forces
responded to the violation of the airspace and “directly hit one of the jets, forcing [Israeli
aircraft]  to  retreat.”  This  statement  contradicts  to  the  Israeli  claim that  “no  hit”  was
confirmed.

Few hours after the missile incident with Syria, the Israeli media reported that the Israeli Air
Force’s  F-35  stealth  multirole  fighter  went  unserviceable  as  a  result  of  an  alleged  bird
collision  during  a  training  flight.

The  incident  allegedly  took  place  “two  weeks  ago”  but  was  publicly  reported  only
on October 16. However, Israeli sources were not able to show a photo of the F-35 warplane
after the “bird collision”.

Furthermore, it is not clear if the F-35 can become operational again because its stealth
coating  was  damaged.  Thus,  according  to  the  Israeli  version,  the  warplane  reportedly
became no longer operational after the bird collision despite the fact that the F-35 earlier
passed  the  bird  strike  certification  with  great  results  (official  info  here).  The  F-35  is  the
world’s most expensive warplane. The price of developing the F-35 is now about $406.5
billion.

I s rae l  i s  act ive ly  buy ing  the  wor ld ’s  se l f -proc la imed  most  advanced
fighter  paying  about  $100  mill ion  for  each  plane.

So what did really hit the F-35?

The original source of this article is South Front
Copyright © South Front, South Front, 2017

https://southfront.org/syrian-forces-launched-anti-aircraft-missile-against-israeli-warplane-idf-destroyed-syrian-s-200-battery/
https://southfront.org/syrian-forces-launched-anti-aircraft-missile-against-israeli-warplane-idf-destroyed-syrian-s-200-battery/
http://www.kan.org.il/item/?itemId=23623
http://www.f-16.net/forum/download/file.php?id=13106
https://southfront.org/israel-hiding-state-art-f-35-warplane-hit-syrian-s-200-missile-reports
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/southfront
https://southfront.org/israel-hiding-state-art-f-35-warplane-hit-syrian-s-200-missile-reports


| 3

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: South Front

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/southfront
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

