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Recent  reports  suggest  that  Trump’s  National  Security  Advisor  John Bolton,  together
with Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, are “doing everything possible to instigate a war
with Iran”. Will they succeed?

Bolton-Pompeo are involved in deliberate acts of provocation. The Abraham Lincoln carrier
strike group is currently en route to the Persian Gulf  “to send a clear and unmistakable
message to the Iranian regime…”  

This is not the first time that threats of this nature have been formulated. War on Iran has
been on the drawing board of the Pentagon for the past 16 years.  Following the 2003
invasion of Iraq, U.S. military sources intimated at the time that an aerial attack on Iran
could involve a large scale deployment comparable to the U.S. “shock and awe” bombing
raids on Iraq in March 2003.

Without dispelling the dangers of the reckless Bolton-Pompeo initiative, a large scale US-
NATO-Israel  military  operation  directed  against  Iran  from  a  strategic  and  geopolitical
standpoint at this juncture is unlikely.

Why?

A shift in military alliances between “Great Powers” is unfolding, which is exceedingly more
complex than that  pertaining to World War I. (i.e  the confrontation between “The Triple
Entente” and “the Triple Alliance”).

Today,  the  structure  of  military  alliances  is  in  jeopardy  much  to  the  detriment  of
Washington.

You cannot successfully wage war on Iran when Turkey, your ally and NATO heavy weight is
“sleeping with the enemy”. 

While Turkey is officially a member of NATO as well as a firm ally of the US, president Recep
Tayyip  Erdoğan  has  been  developing  “friendly  relations”  with  two  of  America’s  arch-
enemies, namely Iran and Russia.

Needless to say NATO is in crisis. Moreover, US and Turkey supported proxy forces are
fighting one another in Northern Syria. 
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There is also a Turkey-Israel military-intelligence alliance which dates back to the Security
and Secrecy Agreement (SSA) signed with the government Tansu Çiller in 1993-94. This
alliance which had been designed by the Clinton administration is no longer functional.  

The strategic bilateral US-Israel relationship as well as the US-Turkey alliance coupled
with the Israel-Turkey military and intelligence cooperation agreement as well as the Israel-
NATO  agreement  (2003),  were  the  foundations  of  the  US-Israel-Turkey  “Triple
alliance” or what the Brookings Institute called the US-Turkey- Israel Triangle.

This  US sponsored triangular  structure  of  alliances  is  dead and defunct,  much to  the
detriment of Washington’s interests in the Middle East.

What is now unfolding is a new Triple Entente between Turkey, Iran and Russia

The Netanyahu-Putin “Love Relationship”

But there is another element which is absolutely crucial: Israel is also sleeping with the
enemy.  Netanyahu and Putin have developed over the years an informal and friendly
relationship. They consult one another frequently on key political and strategic issues.

While the Netanyahu-Putin relationship is not a formal alliance, it nonetheless serves
the interests of both Russia and Israel. “Putin has a friend in Bibi Netanyahu, and maybe
even a soulmate”. According to Reuters, “Vladimir Putin is the closest thing to a friend Israel
has ever had in Moscow”.

Turkey, NATO Exit

Contemporary developments point to a historical shift in the structure of military alliances
which is contributing to weakening US hegemony in the Middle East as well as creating an
unspoken crisis within the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO).

Waging US-NATO-Israel war on Iran with or without Turkey?

Turkey is NATO’s heavy weight, it is the only NATO member state which is (largely) situated
in the Middle East bordering onto Iran.

In early April, Secretary State Mike Pompeo met up with his counterpart Turkey’s Foreign
Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu  in Ankara. The Pompeo-Cavusoglu confrontation made the
headlines, In turn, Vice President Pence openly threatened the Turkish government:

Vice  President  Mike  Pence  warned  Turkey  against  going  ahead  with  the
purchase of the Russian-made [S-400] missile system, hours after the Turkish
foreign minister said the acquisition was “a done deal” … Pence said the
weapons purchase could “threaten the very cohesion of this alliance...
We’ve also made it clear that we’ll not stand idly by while NATO allies
purchase weapons from our adversaries,“ Pence said. (CNN, April 3, 2019)

Mike Pence is right: The cohesion of NATO is at stake. And Turkey cannot be trusted as an
ally of the US.

Turkey’s NATO-Exit? It is almost a done deal.

And if Turkey exits NATO, other countries might follow suit.Something which Washington
would want to avoid.

https://edition.cnn.com/2019/04/03/politics/pence-turkey-warning/index.html
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In the course of the month of April (following Pompeo’s diplomatic blunder in Ankara) Turkey
and Iran have strengthened their bilateral relations.

Pompeo’s counterpart Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu has retorted: “We do not accept
unilateral sanctions and impositions on how we build our relationship with our neighbors.”
(quoted in Al Monitor, April 29, 2019)

US, NATO, Israel Military logistics are integrated, and Turkey is still (officially) part of NATO.

The evolving structure of military alliances (and cross-cutting coalitions) including the crisis
within NATO does not favour the launching  of a large scale military operation against Iran.
One assumes that Bolton-Pompeo are fully aware of this issue. Or are they?

Turkey is a NATO Member State which is sleeping with enemy. Given It’s relationship with
Russia and Iran, from a logistical point of view the practice of coordinated US-NATO military
planning is in jeopardy.

This does not exclude the conduct of other forms of warfare including economic sanctions,
sabotage,  Bolton-style  spontaneous  acts  of  provocation,  covert  support  of  terrorist
organizations, etc.

Michel Chossudovsky, Global Research, May 09, 2019

Is Turkey Sleeping with the Enemy? The Russia -Turkey -Iran “Triple
Entente”

Michel Chossudovsky, Global Research, August 10, 2018

Sleeping with the enemy:  “Our relations are not good with Turkey” says Trump.

US-Turkey military cooperation (including US air force bases in Turkey) dates back to the
Cold War. Today Turkey is now sleeping with both Iran and Russia. 

Trump’s response takes the form of both military threats and economic sanctions coupled
with financial manipulation of foreign exchange markets directed against Turkey’s Lira.

And their  currency “slides rapidly downwards against our very strong dollar”, says Trump.

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-iran-turkey/turkey-criticizes-u-s-decision-to-end-waivers-on-iran-oil-sanctions-idUSKCN1RY141
https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2019/05/iran-turkey-syria-us-sanctions-idlib-trade-jcpoa-oil-gas.html
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Turkey  has  developed  an  alliance  of  convenience  with  Iran.  And  Iran  in  turn  is  now
supported by a powerful China-Russia block, which includes military cooperation, strategic
pipelines as well extensive trade and investment agreements.

But there is more than meets the eye.

While the US and Israel have for many years contemplated military action (including the
preemptive use of nuclear weapons) against Iran, this military agenda –which relied on a
longstanding  military-intelligence  alliance  between  Israel  and  Turkey–  is  currently  in
jeopardy. And so is Ankara’s  bilateral military alliance with Washington.

The Israel-Turkey alliance which dates back to the Security and Secrecy Agreement
(SSA) signed under Turkey’s  Tansu Çiller government in 1993-94 included:

…A 1993 Memorandum of Understanding led to the creation of (Israeli-Turkish) “joint
committees” to handle so-called regional threats. Under the terms of the Memorandum,
Turkey and Israel agreed “to cooperate in gathering intelligence on Syria, Iran,
and Iraq and to meet regularly to share assessments pertaining to terrorism and these
countries’ military capabilities.”

“Turkey  agreed to  allow IDF  and Israeli  security  forces  to  gather  electronic
intelligence  on  Syria  and  Iran  from Turkey.  In  exchange,  Israel  assisted  in  the
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equipping and training of Turkish forces in anti-
terror warfare along the Syrian,  Iraqi,  and Iranian borders.” (see Michel  Chossudovsky,
2004)

The SSA agreement was a carefully designed instrument of US foreign policy which set the
stage for a firm and close Israel-Turkey relationship in military and intelligence cooperation,
joint military exercises, weapons production and training.

Image on the left: Erdogan and Ariel Sharon (2004)

Already  during  the  Clinton  Administration,  a  triangular  military  alliance
between  the  US,  Israel  and  Turkey  had  unfolded.  This  “triple  alliance”,
 dominated by the US Joint Chiefs of Staff, integrated and coordinated military
command decisions between the three countries pertaining to the broader
Middle East. It is based on the close military ties respectively of Israel and
Turkey  with  the  US,  coupled  with  a  strong  bilateral  military  relationship
between Tel Aviv and Ankara. ….

The triple alliance is also coupled with a 2005 NATO-Israeli military cooperation
agreement which includes “many areas of common interest, such as the fight
against terrorism and joint military exercises. These military cooperation ties
with NATO are viewed by the Israeli military as a means to “enhance Israel’s
deterrence capability regarding potential enemies threatening it, mainly Iran
and Syria.” (See Michel Chossudovsky, “Triple Alliance”: The US, Turkey, Israel
and the War on Lebanon, August 6, 2006)

In 2006,  shortly before Israel’s invasion of Lebanon, the US and Turkey signed a “Shared
Vision” (which committed Turkey to supporting Israel). The agreement was:

“characterized by strong bonds of friendship, alliance, mutual trust and unity of vision.
We share the same set of values and ideals in our regional and global objectives: the
promotion of peace, democracy, freedom and prosperity.”

The  bilateral  US-Israel  and  US-Turkey  alliance  coupled  with  the  Israel-Turkey  

military and intelligence cooperation agreement
as well as the Israel-NATO agreement (2003), constitute the foundations of the US-Israel-

https://www.globalresearch.ca/the-destabilization-of-syria-and-the-broader-middle-east-war/25312
https://www.globalresearch.ca/the-destabilization-of-syria-and-the-broader-middle-east-war/25312
http://www.globalresearch.ca/index.php?context=va&aid=2906
http://www.globalresearch.ca/index.php?context=va&aid=2906
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Turkey “Triple alliance”  or what the Brookings Institute calls the US-Turkey- Israel
Triangle.

This  triangular  structure  of  alliances  is  dead  much  to  the  detriment  of
Washington.

In turn,  Turkey wants to acquire Russia’s S-400 air defense system at a cost of 2 billion
dollars. In practice, this would mean that Turkey would opt  out of the integrated US-NATO
air defense system (which also includes the participation of Israel). In practice this also
means that Turkey has “unofficially” chosen NATO-Exit.

Image on the right: Rouhani, Putin, Erdogan

What is unfolding is the building of  a new Triple Entente between Turkey, Iran and
Russia. 

At this stage, this Triple Entente goes beyond an “alliance of convenience”. It constitutes a
major restructuring of both military and economic alliances.

Who  Benefits  from  Trump’s  Foreign  Policy  Statements?  Short-Selling  Major
Currencies.  Insider  Trade?

On a related matter, the Trump administration is involved in acts of manipulation on foreign
exchange markets with the full support of Wall Street.

What is the consequence of Trump’s statements?

Trigger the collapse of the Turkish Lira, which constitutes a de facto act of financial warfare
directed against Turkey.

Those who had advanced knowledge of  Trump’s statements (“inside information”) are
making  multibillion  dollar  profits  on  the  foreign  exchange  markets.  (This  is  an  issue  for
further  investigation)

An earlier statement by Trump regarding sanctions directed Russia was conducive to a
significant decline in the Russian Ruble.

The original source of this article is Global Research
Copyright © Prof Michel Chossudovsky, Global Research, 2019

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Prof Michel
Chossudovsky About the author:

Michel Chossudovsky is an award-winning author,
Professor of Economics (emeritus) at the University of

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/michel-chossudovsky
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/michel-chossudovsky
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/michel-chossudovsky


| 7

Ottawa, Founder and Director of the Centre for
Research on Globalization (CRG), Montreal, Editor of
Global Research. He has undertaken field research in
Latin America, Asia, the Middle East, sub-Saharan
Africa and the Pacific and has written extensively on
the economies of developing countries with a focus on
poverty and social inequality. He has also undertaken
research in Health Economics (UN Economic
Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean
(ECLAC), UNFPA, CIDA, WHO, Government of
Venezuela, John Hopkins International Journal of Health
Services (1979, 1983) He is the author of 13 books
including The Globalization of Poverty and The New
World Order (2003), America’s “War on Terrorism”
(2005), The Globalization of War, America’s Long War
against Humanity (2015). He is a contributor to the
Encyclopaedia Britannica. His writings have been
published in more than twenty languages. In 2014, he
was awarded the Gold Medal for Merit of the Republic
of Serbia for his writings on NATO’s war of aggression
against Yugoslavia. He can be reached at
crgeditor@yahoo.com

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

