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Iran Accused of Providing Support to 9/11 Al Qaeda
Operatives: US Judge Orders Tehran to Pay Billions
to Families of 9/11 Victims

Despite judge's ruling, official US report says Iran did not play a direct role in
the attacks
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A US federal judge in New York ordered Iran to pay billions of dollars in damages to families
affected by 9/11, ABC news reported on Tuesday.

Judge George B Daniels found the country liable to more than 1,000 “parents, spouses,
siblings and children” involved in the lawsuit. Daniels said the payment amounts to $12.5m
per spouse, $8.5m per parent, $8.5m per child and $4.25m for each sibling, according to the
ABC report.

The lawsuit claims that Iran provided technical assistance, training and planning to the al-
Qaeda operatives that conducted the attacks.

However, the official investigation on the attacks, known as the 9/11 Commission Report,
said that Iran did not play a direct role.

In addition, there is no binding mechanism to force Iran to pay, making the judgment
symbolic.

The lawsuit is linked to a case filed against Saudi Arabia, which families of 9/11 victims say
provided direct support for the attackers.

Back in March, judge Daniels rejected Saudi Arabia’s request to dismiss lawsuits accusing it
of being involved in the attacks.

The cases are based on the Justice Against Sponsors of Terrorism Act (Jasta), a 2016
law that provides an exemption to the legal principle of sovereign immunity, allowing
families of the victims to take foreign governments to court.

The families point to the fact that the majority of the hijackers were Saudi citizens, and
claim that Saudi officials and institutions “aided and abetted” the attackers in the years
leading up to the 9/11 attacks, according to court documents.

The Saudi government has long denied involvement in the attacks in which hijacked planes
crashed into New York’s World Trade Center, the Pentagon outside Washington, DC, and a
Pennsylvania field. Almost 3,000 people died.
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Riyadh and its Gulf allies had strongly opposed Jasta, which was initially vetoed by then-
President Barack Obama. The US Senate overturned the veto by overwhelmingly
adopting the legislation.

Critics of the law say it is politically motivated and an infringement on the sovereignty of
foreign nations.

The original source of this article is Middle East Eye
Copyright © Middle East Eye, Middle East Eye, 2018

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Middle East Eye

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca



http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/us-judge-orders-iran-pay-billions-families-911-victims-1229904973
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/middle-east-eye
http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/us-judge-orders-iran-pay-billions-families-911-victims-1229904973
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/middle-east-eye
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

