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True, the majority of investors are Americans who bore a relation to the “democratization”
of Yugoslavia that was carried out at the end of the 90s of the last century. Among them is
the former commander of NATO forces in Kosovo retired general Wesley Clark, who is
determined to invest more than 5.5 billion dollars in the former Yugoslav republic. Experts
say that Washington’s strategy could be characterized by the following slogan: “Conquer
and plunder”.

His closest supporters say that Wesley Clark is a great strategist. He wrote the book
“Winning Modern Wars” that was published in 2001. In his fundamental survey the author
mentions the Pentagon’s list of countries that can be regarded as candidates for a quick
change of leadership. On that list are Iraq, Iran, Syria, Lebanon, Libya, and Somalia.
Yugoslavia was not mentioned there because by that time the undesirable regime of
Slobodan Milosevic had been overthrown with the help of precision and carpet bombings.

By the way, shortly after the Kosovo operation the tired general - Wesley Clark - retired and
immediately got involved in the banking business. As it appears, he invested all his savings
that he had accumulated as general, receiving from 150 to 200,000 dollars annually, in the
banking business. Because of that he had to earn additional money, working as a military
analyst on U.S. TV channels. However, he did not lose his contacts with Kosovo, where,
following the previously mentioned democratization, entrepreneurship, especially, in the
field of medicine, was on the rise. And now the Envidity Company that is in Clark’s
ownership has filed a request for coal mining to the Kosovo authorities. Serbia that does not
recognize Kosovo’s independence says that it is determined to demand protection for the
natural resources belonging to it. Nobody wants to ask for Belgrade’s permission though as
was the case many times before.

Wesley Clark always had good contacts with the Kosovo “government” and its “prime
minister” - the former militant Hashim Thaci. There is even a street in Pristina named after
Wesley Clark. By the way, a Russian political analyst and retired colonel-general Leonid
Ivashov at the trial of Slobodan Milosevic mentioned the allied character of relations
between the NATO troops and the militants of the Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA). As we can
see, this cooperation has borne fruit, including both political and economic benefits, a
Serbian journalist, Nikola Vrzic, says.

“It is clear that during their “cooperation” that started in 1998, they concluded
business agreements. Now it is absolutely clear that the bombings of Kosovo
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pursued both political and economic objectives: they were aimed not only at
annexing Kosovo from Serbia, but also at depriving Kosovo of its extensive
natural resources. As it appears, coal is Kosovo’s main resource. Geologists say
that there are other minerals there too. More prospecting for natural resources
is needed there.”

Against the background of instability on the oil market, experts talk more and more often
about good prospects for the development of synthetic fuel, including obtaining synthetic
fuel from coal. Clark’s firm believes that it is possible to produce up to 100,000 barrels of
the new source of energy daily.

The economic motives of NATO'’s military games are actually not a secret. Of interest here is
the fact that in the middle of the 1990s, at the very height of the fratricidal war in
Yugoslavia, the NATO countries’ citizens bought property in the Balkan republic. Buyers
were making preparations for a new “post-Yugoslav” reality. And Kosovo was a good
training ground, an expert with the Institute of Europe of the Russian Academy of Sciences,
Pavel Kandel, said in an interview with the Voice of Russia.

“Kosovo created a precedent. It was the first link in the strategy of the “humanitarian”
interventions of the NATO countries led by the USA. Shortly before the Kosovo operation, at
the urgent request of Washington, NATO adopted a new doctrine, which set a number of
tasks beyond defence limits before the member-states of the formerly defensive bloc. To be
more exact, the possibility of interference in other regions of the world under this or that
pretext became possible.”

The strategy that was used earlier can be used again. Coal mining is very good but oil still
has a good price. So everything continued, following the former format: Irag, Somalia, and
Libya. Something has gone wrong with Syria though. Damascus wants to develop
democracy without humanitarian aid from the West. There are problems with Iran too. But
economic strategists have enough patience: investor-generals are ready for investing at any
time.
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