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An International Criminal Lawyer has underscored that the International Criminal Court (ICC)
has fallen under the influence of those who fund it mainly the EU, and US and private

corporations who donate to it and who are very willing to use the court when it suits their
interests.

Mr. Christopher Black told the Syria Times e-newspaper that the US will not recognize the
court, nevertheless it attempts to use it through certain personnel placed in key positions to
do its bidding.

“The Americans and British, for example, are putting pressure on the ICC to
investigate and charge the Syrian government with war crimes.

This effort is fronted by certain lawyers pretending to represent Syrian
refugees, but the lawyers all work for US and UK intelligence and NATO,” he
said.

The veteran lawyer went on to say:

“one of the US lawyers involved is Stephen Rapp who was once in charge of
prosecutions at the Rwanda tribunal where he engaged in some corrupt
practices, then became head of the Hariri tribunal which had the objective of
making propaganda against Syria, then became the US roving ambassador for
war crimes. Now he is acting on US government’s orders.”

He affirmed that US, EU and other NATO countries do not want the ICC to be used against
them but they are very willing to use it to suit their interests.

“The USA did sign up to the Rome Treaty but withdrew its signature under
President Bush because the Americans see themselves as the exceptional
people, subject to no laws but their own, at the same time that they try to
dictate to the world what the law should be,” Mr. Black added.

He made it clear that there are of course many atrocities that have been committed by
American forces in all their wars and will be in the future but they do not want to be judged
in a world court, have their officer and leaders put on trial, their national reputation
disgraced.
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“They [American forces] also view war crimes tribunals as only suitable for
those who have defeated, as propaganda show trials to justify their wars and
portray the defeated enemy as criminals. But they will never tolerate the same
treatment for themselves because they see themselves in their arrogance
above all others and subject to no one’s judgement,” the lawyer stated.

He underscored that the ICC is not accountable to any higher body.

“For this reason, Russia and China and | suspect Syria have not joined it. All
national courts are part of a governmental system. Court decisions can be
challenged at appeal levels and even to the government in certain cases. But
there is no world government for the ICC to report to or where its decisions can
be challenged. So it has fallen under the influence of those that fund it mainly
the EU, and US and private corporations who donate to it.”

The chance of the US or close allies being charged is zero

In response to a question about who will judge American, Israeli atrocities and their allies for
their war crimes in Syria, Iraqg, Afghanistan and Palestine, the lawyer said:

“No one will judge them except the peoples of those countries. There are no
means possible to bring them to justice before an international body with the
present world power structure. However, each country that has suffered under
their aggression can lay their own charges, have their own trials, even in
absentia, and show the world the crimes that they committed.”

He indicated that the Americans have made it very clear they will not permit their people to
be arrested by the ICC or their allies.

“As we saw this week with Afghanistan, when they don’t want to be
investigated, the ICC will back off and will drop its investigations. They even
have a law permitting them (a US law) to physically release any of their people
even if they were arrested. So the chance of the US or close allies such as
Israel being charged is zero.”

The lawyer asserted that the ICC is dominated by EU and US and other NATO countries such
as Canada.

“Many of the staff are people that used to work under NATO -US command at
the Yugoslav and Rwanda tribunals which were in name UN tribunals but were
in fact controlled by the USA. Key staff they can rely on to do what they want
are placed in key positions,” he said.

Mr. Black concluded by saying:

“Once again, the only people who can hold them accountable are the people of
the nations they have attacked.”
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