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Interim OPCW Report on Alleged April 7th Gas
Attack in Syria Indicates No Evidence Yet of Any
Such Attack

By Eric Zuesse
Global Research, July 08, 2018
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In-depth Report: SYRIA

On Friday July 6th, the Organization for the Prevention of Chemical Weapons (OPCW), which
is tasked to determine whether there was a gas or other chemical attack on April 7th in
Douma Syria (and which alleged occurrence the U.S., French and British forces launched
105 missiles into Syria to punish on April 13th), issued its interim report, and this report
states that no conclusive evidence has yet been concluded to confirm that such an attack
occurred. Here is the complete main portion of this interim report:

2.5 The results of the analysis of the prioritised samples submitted to OPCW
designated laboratories were received by the FFM team on 22 May 2018. No
organophosphorus nerve agents or their degradation products were detected,
either in the environmental samples or in plasma samples from the alleged
casualties. Various chlorinated organic chemicals were found in samples from
Locations 2 and 4, along with residues of explosive. These results are reported
in Annex 3. Work by the team to establish the significance of these results is
ongoing. S/1645/2018 page 3

2.6 The FFM team visited Locations 2 and 4, where it observed the presence of
an industrial gas cylinder on a top floor patio at Location 2, and the presence of
a similar cylinder lying on the bed of a top floor apartment at Location 4. Close
to  the  location  of  each  cylinder  there  were  crater-like  openings  in  the
respective reinforced concrete roofs. Work is ongoing to assess the association
of these cylinders with the incident, the relative damage to the cylinders and
the roofs, and how the cylinders arrived at their respective locations. 

2.7 Based on the equipment and chemicals observed during the two on-site
visits to the warehouse and the facility suspected by the authorities of the
Syrian Arab Republic of producing chemical weapons, there was no indication
of either facility being involved in the production of chemical warfare agents. 

2.8  The  FFM  team  needs  to  continue  its  work  to  draw  final  conclusions
regarding the alleged incident and, to this end, the investigation is ongoing.
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