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Indirect Colonialism: U.S. Role in Triggering
Pakistan’s Political Crisis
Pakistan is a victim of indirect colonialism by the United States, from the 1977
coup against Zulfikar Ali Bhutto to the overthrow of Prime Minister Imran Khan
in 2022.
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Did the U.S. government play a role in creating Pakistan’s current political crisis?

From the reports available so far, it seems likely that the U.S. government colluded with
Pakistani politicians opposed to Prime Minister Imran Khan to have him removed from
power.

According to Khan, members of the U.S. consular staff met several times with the opposition
leaders and with only the dissident members of Khan’s party, Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI).

Even more significant is what U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for South and Central Asian
Affairs  Donald  Lu  said  to  Pakistan’s  ambassador  to  the  United  States.  The  ambassador
communicated  Lu’s  words  to  Imran  Khan  by  a  cable.

According to Khan, Lu told Pakistan’s ambassador that if the opposition’s no-confidence vote
against Imran Khan succeeded and he was removed from power, the U.S. government would
“forgive Pakistan.” But if  the vote failed and Khan staid in power, there would be dire
consequences for Pakistan. Such threats are never communicated in writing.

The aforementioned cable is the best evidence so far of the U.S. meddling in Pakistan’s
internal  affairs.  U.S.  consular  staff’s  choice  of  meeting  only  with  anti-Khan  politicians  and
Lu’s warning point an accusing finger at Washington.

There are many other details that support the likelihood of possible U.S. interference in
Pakistan’s internal matters.
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Assistant Secretary of State Lu confirmed in a Senate hearing on March 2 that Washington
was pressuring Khan’s government over its refusal to condemn Russia for its war in Ukraine.
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Abdul Jabbar is a scholar originally from Pakistan. He has taught interdisciplinary studies
(including political science) in the United States for nearly half a century, so he has been
following the developments in Pakistan with great interest and concern, both from
professional and personal points of view.
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