4 GlobalResearch

Center for Research on Globalizaticn

India’s Military-Strategic Inroads with Vietham Pose
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The rapid military-strategic inroads that India’s making with Vietnam should be taken very
seriously by China because of the challenge that they pose to its claims over the South
China Sea, thus representing yet another geopolitical fault line between the two BRICS and
SCO “frenemies” in the New Cold War.
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One of the most intriguing proxy competitions in the ongoing New Cold War is between
BRICS and SCO “frenemies” India and China, though it's oftentimes too “politically incorrect”
to talk about in Alt-Media precisely because of these two Great Powers’ shared institutional
memberships and separate strategic partnerships with Russia. Nevertheless, ignoring a
trend out of “narrative convenience” doesn’t make it go away, but only makes it all the
more newsworthy when it becomes impossible to cover up, as will eventually be the case
with this one. There are many dimensions to the Indian-Chinese competition, with India’s
anti-Chinese “Indo-Pacific” partnership with the US and China’s support for Pakistan’s
position towards the Kashmir Conflict (also due to Beijing’s participation in this dispute via
its control over Aksai Chin) being the most well known, but what’s rarely talked about by
even the most objective observers is its manifestation in the South China Sea.

Vietnam’s US-backed claims over part of this vast maritime space conflict with China’s,
which in turn inspired the Southeast Asian state to increasingly look towards India for
assistance in “containing” their mutual neighbor given their shared interests in this respect.
Thus far, military-strategic cooperation between the two has been limited, though it might
soon develop in a very meaningful way if India exports the Brahmos supersonic missiles that
it jointly produced with Russia to Vietnam. No official confirmation of this long-speculated
deal has been forthcoming since it was reported that both Great Powers will finally explore
the sale of this game-changing munition to third-party states, but the writing appears to be
on the wall that this deal might be clinched in the coming future following three recent
developments in Indian-Vietnamese relations.

The first two are certainly connected and were timed with one another, and those are the
statements given by the Indian Ambassador to Vietham and the Viethamese Ambassador to
India at the end of last month. The first talked about security cooperation in an extended
interview and concluded that “as two important countries of the Indo-Pacific and as two of
the fastest growing economies, our relations are destined to play an increasingly important
role in the region and in the world”, with it being important to point out how he specifically
used the anti-Chinese buzzword “Indo-Pacific”. The second, meanwhile, said in comments
given exclusively to the “Times Of India” that China is trying to “transform non-disputed
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waters into disputed waters”, ominously hinting that Vietnam might even resort to military
means to defend its claims there after saying that “We do not exclude any measures in
order to protect our legitimate interests.”

It therefore should have been expected that the Vietnamese Ambassador to India
announced last week that his country will bring up the South China Sea in its upcoming
security dialogue with India later this month, which lends credence to the speculation that
the sale of Brahmos missiles might be discussed during that time. That doesn’t necessarily
mean that a deal will automatically be reached, but just that progress on one might
predictably occur, though the actual signing of such an agreement might be put off in the
event that President Xi's upcoming informal visit to India in two week’s time results in a
rapprochement, however short-lived it might ultimately prove to be. In fact, India might
even hint at arming Vietnam with Brahmos missiles if China doesn’t back off from its full-
fledged support of Pakistan’s stance towards Kashmir, though it's unclear in that scenario if
the People’s Republic would then be pressured to “compromise” or double down on its

policy.

In any case, Indian strategists regard their military-strategic outreaches to Vietnam as being
a symmetrical response to China’s increasing role in South Asian affairs, with both Great
Powers visibly expanding their reach in the other’s proverbial “backyard”. It can be argued
that the difference between them, however, is that China’s strategic partnership with
Pakistan is decades-old and outwardly focuses on the Belt & Road Initiative‘s (BRI) flagship
project of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) nowadays, while India’s one with
Vietnam is relatively recent and prioritizes the military component of “containing” China in
response to the “security dilemma” that the aforementioned inadvertently provoked, but
also as a show of fealty to its American patron. Looking forward, it'll be interesting to see
how India plays the “Vietnam card” in its relations with China, and whether or not it ever
goes through with selling Brahmos missiles to its partner, as that decision would certainly
represent a new escalation in theirna sea trans-regional competition and reduce the
prospects of a rapprochement.

*

Note to readers: please click the share buttons above or below. Forward this article to your
email lists. Crosspost on your blog site, internet forums. etc.

This article was originally published on OneWorld.

Andrew Korybko is an American Moscow-based political analyst specializing in the
relationship between the US strategy in Afro-Eurasia, China’s One Belt One Road global
vision of New Silk Road connectivity, and Hybrid Warfare. He is a frequent contributor to
Global Research.

Featured image is from OneWorld

The original source of this article is Global Research
Copyright © Andrew Korybko, Global Research, 2019

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page



https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/vietnam-to-raise-south-china-sea-situation-in-security-dialogue-with-india/story-FaXORvjfJJ8CborvqwfPmO.html
http://intel-101.com/constructive-criticisms-of-chinas-silk-road/
https://news.cgtn.com/news/3d3d414f30457a4d34457a6333566d54/index.html
http://oneworld.press/?module=articles&action=view&id=1102
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/andrew-korybko
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Andrew Korybko
About the author:

Andrew Korybko is an American Moscow-based
political analyst specializing in the relationship
between the US strategy in Afro-Eurasia, China’s One
Belt One Road global vision of New Silk Road
connectivity, and Hybrid Warfare. He is a frequent
contributor to Global Research.

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca



https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/andrew-korybko
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

