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The question of whether a statue of Cecil Rhodes should be taken down has been raging in
Britain in recent weeks, fuelled by the George Floyd protests that have swept the world. 
Personally, I am not a fan of people pulling down statues of historical figures, not because I
necessarily like these figures, but because destroying a statue doesn’t change history, and
people should not forget history. Living in a world where anything that outrages a minority
of people is destroyed, or memory-holed as Orwell would put it, is a world where people
soon forget the lessons of history. Furthermore, where do you draw the line? What historical
figures  pass  the  outrage  test,  and  who  fails?  Who decides  who  passes  or  fails  –  an  angry
mob? The whole business of destroying historical statues and removing TV shows that were
made decades ago quickly becomes an inconsistent mess. In my opinion, what is more
important is to learn the lessons of history, and take this knowledge to inform our actions in
the future.

In saying all this, I am by no means making a case for why Rhodes was great. The exact
opposite is true, yet there are two sides of Rhodes, both of them imperialist, but both of
them not  widely  understood.  One side of  Rhodes is  relatively  well  known:  he was an
imperialist who was heavily involved in Southern Africa, including serving as the Prime
Minister of the Cape Colony between 1890-96; he believed that English people were the
master race;  he was a diamond magnate who founded the company De Beers,  where
labourers were racially segregated during his time;  various Rhodesian Africans colonies
were named after him; he set-up a Rhodes Scholarship program at Oxford University that
the likes of Bill Clinton went through; and Hitler reportedly admired him.

The Cecil Rhodes Secret Society 

Yet, there is another side to Rhodes. This, more esoteric side, is unfortunately not so well
understood, yet equally important to understand. Firstly however, it is important to establish
that Rhodes had a long-term vision of creating a global system under British rule. In his first
will written in 1877, when he was only in his mid-20s, Rhodes stated that he desired:

“The  extension  of  British  rule  throughout  the  world,  the  perfecting  … of
colonization by British subjects of all lands wherein the means of livelihood are
attainable by energy, labour and enterprise … the ultimate recovery of the
United  States  of  America  as  an  integral  part  of  the  British  Empire,  the
consolidation of  the whole Empire … and finally,  the foundation of  so great a
power as to hereafter render wars impossible and promote the best interests of
humanity” (Quigley 1981: 33).

In other words, Rhodes wanted to create a global system so great, and control world affairs
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so perfectly, that no country or people could escape its domain. In order to achieve these
aims, Rhodes, during a meeting on a cold February afternoon in London in 1891, founded a
secret society that became known as Cecil Rhodes’ Secret Society (Quigley 1981: 33-34).
The secret society was to serve as a form of religious brotherhood based on the Jesuit
model, and was to be devoted to the extension of the British Empire across the globe
(Quigley 1981: 33-34). Rhodes had long-wanted to create such a society (Shore 1979: 253).
He served as the leader of the group, with the two other founding members being the
journalist and newspaper editor, William Stead, and the trusted adviser to Queen Victoria
and  King  George  V,  Reginald  Balliol  Brett  (Quigley  1981:  3).  Alfred Milner,  an  influential
British  official  and  banker,  who,  for  the  record,  was  originally  born  in  Germany,  was
accepted into the group shortly after the meeting (Quigley 1981: 3).  Interestingly,  the
organization of the society was divided into an inner circle, called “The Society of the Elect,”
and at least one outer circle, called “The Association of Helpers,” with this organizational
structure designed to conceal the workings of the inner circle (Quigley 1981: 3).

Milner Takes Charge 

When Rhodes died in 1902, the leadership of the society passed largely to Milner, who
shared the same goal as Rhodes of creating a truly global empire, which would be brought
about  by  “secret  political  and  economic  influence  behind  the  scenes  and  by  control  of
journalistic, educational and propaganda agencies” (Quigley 1981: 49). Until his death in
1925,  Milner  greatly  expanded  the  influence  and  aims  of  this  society,  in  part  through  the
creation of another group, which was known as the Milner Group, or Milner’s Kindergarten.
This  group was created during Milner’s  extensive  time in  South  Africa  where  he held
numerous  positions,  including  serving  as  the  High  Commissioner  for  Southern  Africa
between  1897  and  1901,  with  the  group  comprised  of  capable  officers  who  served  as
assistants and colleagues during this period. In fact, Milner played a core role in South Africa
for  years,  including  being  one  of  the  British  officials  who  tried  to  cover-up  the  horrors  of
concentration camps used by the British during the Second Boer War. Between June 1901
and May 1902, approximately 28,000 people died, 22,000 of which were children, in British
concentration camps in Southern Africa, and Milner was brought in to try and clean the mess
up, resulting in him trying to find ways to spin the disaster to make it more palatable to the
British public back home.

The Round Table Network 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-32131829
https://www.oxforddnb.com/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-93711
https://www.oxforddnb.com/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-93711
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2001/dec/09/paulharris.theobserver
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2001/dec/09/paulharris.theobserver


| 3

The creation of the Milner group was informed by three older groups that represented some
of the most powerful networks at the heart of the British Empire (Quigley 1981: 6). The first
was  known as  the  Toynbee  Group,  which  was  formed in  1873  at  Balliol  College  and
dominated by Milner and the notable historian, Arnold Toynbee. The second group was
known as the Cecil Bloc, created by the three-time British Prime Minister, Robert Arthur
Talbot Gascoyne-Cecil, 3rd Marquess of Salisbury, which represented political and social
power (Quigley 1981: 6, 15). The third was the Rhodes secret society (Quigley 1981: 6).
Over the coming years, prominent members of the Milner group created a network of “semi-
secret discussion and lobbying groups” in various countries around the world, known as the
Round Table Groups (Quigley 1966: 950). By 1915, there were Round Table Groups in seven
countries, including in England, Canada, India, South Africa and New Zealand (Quigley 1966:
950).  One  of  the  most  notable  members  of  the  Round  Table  network  was  Lionel
Curtis (image on the right), an influential British official and author. Curtis was one of the
strongest advocates of the British Empire morphing into a Commonwealth of Nations, and
he supported the  unification  of  Europe and the  eventual  establishment  of  a  form of  world
government.  During  this  period,  the  idea  of  a  British-centric  Empire  ruling  the  world
morphed into the idea of a multinational federation controlling the world. Importantly, Curtis
also understood that “bankers and men who trade with countries abroad” have tremendous
political value.

Chatham House Founded 

Then, in a May 1919 meeting at the Hotel Majestic during Paris Peace Conference following
the First World War, the members of the British delegation – who were largely members of
the Milner Group (including Curtis) and the Cecil Bloc – agreed to form the British Institute of
International  Affairs,  also  referred  to  as  Chatham  House,  which  laterbecome  the  Royal
Institute of International Affairs, after the Institute was given a Royal Charter by King George
V in 1926 (Quigley 1981: 182-184). A few years later, a parallel organization to Chatham
House was founded in New York,known as the Council on Foreign Relations (CFR). The CFR
grew out of the think tank called ‘The Inquiry’ that prepared President Woodrow Wilson for
the Paris Peace Conference, with the CFR having close ties to the banking powerhouse, J.P.
Morgan and Company (Quigley 1981: 190-191). In the years after their formations, both
organizations went on to attract many more prominent people, including national leaders,
with members of Chatham House also being key architects and supporters of the League of
Nations  and  the  United  Nations  (UN),  two  of  the  most  prominent  internationalist
organizations  ever  founded.  Additionally,  Chatham  House  received  financial  support  from
notable  American  businessmen  and  corporations,  including  the  oil  magnate,  John  D.
Rockefeller, and the Ford Motor Company (Quigley 1981: 190).

Image below: Chatham House over the Jubilee weekend (Source: Flickr)
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Importantly, one of the reasons why we know so much about the workings of this network
that created both Chatham House and the CFR, is because Dr Carroll Quigley, a Professor of
History at Georgetown University until his death in 1977, who also taught at Harvard and
Princeton, “was permitted for two years, in the early 1960’s, to examine its papers and
secret  records”  (Quigley 1966:  950).  Quigley went  on to  state  that  he had very little
aversion to the aims of this network, with the main issue he had being that they wished to
“remain  unknown,”  as  Quigley  believed  that   the  role  of  this  network  in  history  was
“significant enough to be known” (Quigley 1966: 950).

Fast  forward  to  the  present  day,  and  we  still  find  these  organizations  inspired  by  Rhodes
operating today. Chatham House positions itself as Britain’s premier think-tank, and it is
clear that it still holds tremendous power. The currentcorporate membership of Chatham
House is  truly  staggering.  Members include:  the European Commission,  BP,  the British
Ministry of Defence, Apple, the British Foreign and Commonwealth Office, Royal Dutch Shell,
the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, Barclays, the Bank of England, Lockheed Martin, the
BBC, Vodaphone, the Guardian, the Telegraph Media Group, CBS News, the Open Society
Foundations and many more. Chatham House also has over 550 donors, with donors from
2018-19 including: the World Health Organization; the Rockefeller Foundation;  Bayer AG;
De Beers Group Services UK Ltf; GlaxoSmithKline Services Unlimited; the European Climate
Foundation; the Kuwait Petroleum Foundation; Microsoft Limited; NATO Defense College;
Rolls-Royce plc; the UK Labour Party; Google; the Economist; the Scottish Government; and
UNICEF.

Furthermore, Chatham House has many academic members, including the University of
Notre Dame, the Department of International Relations at the London School of Economics,
and the United Nations University MERIT, which is a joint research and training centre of the
United  Nations  University  and  Maastricht  University  in  the  Netherlands.  Numerous
prominent  figures  in  UK  and  world  politics  have  given  speeches  at  the  Institute,  including
former British Prime Ministers, Sir John Major and Tony Blair,  the famous British media
presenter, Jon Snow, and the current British Prime Minister, Boris Johnston, who gave a
speech in 2016 when he was Britain’s Foreign Secretary.

What is clear from these exhaustive lists is that Chatham House represents a synergy of
power that far exceeds what Rhodes even envisaged. One of the saddest parts of this whole
epic story, however, is that many of the people who are campaigning to remove Rhodes’
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statue from an Oxford College, have never heard of Chatham House, and certainly do not
understand its history.

*

Note to readers: please click the share buttons above or below. Forward this article to your
email lists. Crosspost on your blog site, internet forums. etc.
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