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lllegal Settlement Activity in Occupied Palestine
Triple in First Half of 2017

Israeli occupation authorities have escalated the illegal plunder of land
belonging to the Palestinian people, defying international opinion.
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Israeli illegal settlement activities in Occupied Palestine have skyrocketed in recent months,
almost tripling in 2017 compared to the number in the same period last year, according to a
newly published report from the Palestinian National Office for the Defense of Land and
Resistance of Settlement.

The report reveals the striking extent to which occupation authorities under Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu have escalated support to Israeli settlements — which are
considered illegal under international law and even Israeli law — while allowing the
expansion of illicit settlements built on privately-owned Palestinian land, which is considered
unconstitutional by the occupation authority’s courts.

In a clear pattern of defiance against international public opinion, Netanyahu has plowed
forward with the plunder and pillaging of land belonging to the Palestinian people. On
Thursday, Netanyahu bragged of his administration’s support for the illegal activities while
laying the foundation stone for a new 1,000-home district in the city-sized illegal settlement
Beitar Illit south of Bethlehem, where 50,000 Zionist settlers live.
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“No other government has done as much for settlement in the land of Israel as
the government which | lead,” Netanyahu said, referring to the biblical term for
Palestine. “Our generation has succeeded in achieving what past generations
only dreamed about ... We have returned to our home land, and have turned it
once again into a land of milk and honey.”

The visit was the first major settlement inauguration in eight years — which settlers have
credited to U.S. President Donald Trump, whose administration has provided unparalleled
support for the Israeli settler-colonial project.

With U.S. President Donald Trump as a friend in the White House, Israel signed off on
the construction of 2,500 new illegal settlement homes in the occupied West Bank in
January. This came after an earlier announcement approving the construction of another
566 illegal settler homes in East Jerusalem.

The Palestinian report, connected to the Fatah Movement-aligned national office, cited the
visit as proof of the Israelis’ disregard for the international community’s condemnation of
settlement activity.

In spite of increasing international consensus regarding the illegal nature of Israel’s
settlements and the egregious human rights violations undertaken to enforce the
occupation, the United States has also remained steadfast in supporting Israel.

Israel receives more than US$3 billion in annual U.S. military support.

The original source of this article is teleSUR
Copyright © Telesur, teleSUR, 2017

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Telesur

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca



http://www.telesurtv.net/english/news/With-Trump-Behind-Israel-Okays-2500-New-Illegal-Settlements-20170125-0004.html
http://www.telesurtv.net/english/news/Illegal-Settlement-Activity-in-Occupied-Palestine-Triple-in-First-Half-of-2017-Report-20170806-0029.html
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/telesur
http://www.telesurtv.net/english/news/Illegal-Settlement-Activity-in-Occupied-Palestine-Triple-in-First-Half-of-2017-Report-20170806-0029.html
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/telesur
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

