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Despite its reputation as a professional military that prides itself on being “the most moral
military in the world,” the Israel Defense Forces’ (IDF) campaign against Hamas and other
militant groups in Gaza has exposed serious command and control problems.

Before  proceeding,  it  is  worth  noting that  while  the Israeli  military  is  operating in  an
incredibly challenging environment in Gaza, where Hamas uses civilians as human shields,
the human costs of its operations have been staggering; more than 38,000 Palestinians,
many of them women and children, are dead, and over a million have been displaced in
more than eight months of war. While some have argued that the IDF has done more than
any army in history to protect enemy civilians, others have highlighted how Israel has not
done nearly enough to protect innocent Palestinians in Gaza.

As Israel continues operations in Rafah, pushing into the city’s center, questions surrounding
the use of U.S. military equipment will continue to proliferate, as seen in the catastrophic
May 26 Israeli airstrike on a tent camp in Rafah that killed at least 45, which was conducted
utilizing U.S. munitions.

Strategically speaking, the regional situation remains fraught. Hezbollah attacks on Israel in
May  were  the  most  intense  since  October,  as  the  IDF  warns  of  offensive  military  action
against its northern neighbor. In early June, an Israeli airstrike near Aleppo in Syria killed a
top  Iranian  military  advisor.  (When  the  Israeli  military  killed  a  top  Iranian  general  in
Damascus in April, it led to the first direct Iranian attack on Israeli territory in history.)
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Clearly, then, there is plenty of room for escalation. This renders the seeming lack of proper
chain of command in Israel an even more urgent problem—and one in which U.S. support
and arms are entangled.

Israel’s command and control issues are clearest in its alleged war crimes. The purpose of
this piece is not to litigate which allegations are true but rather to examine the implications
of those war crimes for the Israeli chain of command. Though these categories overlap,
Israeli violations of international humanitarian law and the law of armed conflict in the war
may  be  broadly  grouped  as  follows:  starvation,  torture,  mass  executions,  and  the
indiscriminate use of bombs, drones, and missiles.

Here are a handful of cases that most clearly suggest the command and control problems.

First, the Israeli military has blamed midlevel officers for the killing of seven World Central
Kitchen volunteers in an early April drone strike. Numerous experts and nongovernmental
organizations have noted the need for better coordination processes between humanitarian
organizations  and  the  IDF.  Statements  from  the  Israeli  military  and  Coordination  of
Government  Activities  in  the  Territories  (an  Israeli  governmental  body  responsible  for
implementing Israeli policies in the West Bank and Gaza Strip) indicate that World Central
Kitchen properly coordinated its movements with the IDF but midlevel commanders made
the decision  to  fire  anyway.  This  suggests  that  the  Israeli  military’s  command and control
structures are not as strong as they ought to be.

Click here to read the full article on Foreign Policy.
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Featured image: Israeli  soldiers around Gaza Strip on Oct. 7. (IDF Spokesperson’s Unit,  Wikimedia
Commons, CC BY-SA 3.0)

The original source of this article is Foreign Policy
Copyright © Benjamin V. Allison, Foreign Policy, 2024

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Benjamin V.
Allison

https://idfanc.activetrail.biz/ANC0504245555
https://www.bellingcat.com/news/2024/04/02/strike-that-killed-world-central-kitchen-workers-bears-hallmarks-of-israeli-precision-strike/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2024/04/05/gaza-aid-humanitarian-idf-deconfliction/
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/world-central-kitchen-aid-worker-killings-israel-deconfliction-rcna146550
https://x.com/cogatonline/status/1775179847238644125
https://x.com/cogatonline/status/1775179847238644125
https://foreignpolicy.com/2024/07/03/idf-command-control-gaza-hamas/
https://foreignpolicy.com/author/benjamin-v-allison/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2024/07/03/idf-command-control-gaza-hamas/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/benjamin-v-allison
https://foreignpolicy.com/2024/07/03/idf-command-control-gaza-hamas/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/benjamin-v-allison
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/benjamin-v-allison


| 3

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

