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In a major biosecurity breach, hundreds of vials containing deadly viruses are reported to
have disappeared from a high-level government containment laboratory in Queensland,
Australia. Confirming the loss, Queensland Health Minister Tim Nicholls has admitted
that 323 vials of live viruses are apparently unaccounted for. The missing samples include
nearly 100 vials of Hendra virus, two vials of Hantavirus, and 223 vials of Lyssavirus, all of
which are extremely dangerous to humans. While authorities are claiming that the public is
not at risk, the question remains as to why we are only now learning about this incident
given that it took place four years ago.

The vials are believed to have gone missing from Queensland’s Public Health Virology
Laboratory, supposedly following a freezer malfunction. Attempting to reassure
Queenslanders, authorities have stated that while the missing viral samples could
potentially be weaponized, the process is complex and is not something that could be
carried out by amateurs. The loss of the vials is said to have taken place in 2021 but was
seemingly not uncovered by investigators until August 2023.

Serious Risks to Health

The viruses concerned undoubtedly pose serious risks to health. Hendra virus, which
primarily affects horses, has a 57 percent mortality rate in humans. Hantavirus, carried by
rodents, causes Hantavirus Pulmonary Syndrome, a condition with a 38 percent fatality rate
in symptomatic cases. Lyssavirus, a disease similar to rabies, is nearly always fatal once
symptoms appear and contributes to around 59,000 deaths globally each year.

While the current whereabouts of the missing viral samples remains unknown, authorities
claim there is presently no evidence they have led to any public health risks or that they
were stolen with malicious intent. Nevertheless, in response to the incident, Queensland
Health has now initiated an independent investigation. Led by retired Supreme Court Judge
the Honorable Martin Daubney AM KC and biosecurity expert Dr. Julian Druce, this
essentially has the twin goals of determining how the samples were lost and preventing any
future occurrences.

Burying the Bad News

Given the growing belief that the COVID-19 pandemic began following a laboratory leak in
China, it remains to be seen whether Australia’s handling of this latest biosecurity incident
will be sufficient to restore public trust in the safety of high-level laboratory containment
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facilities. While Queensland authorities insist that the public is not at risk, the key question
remains as to why we are only now learning about the loss of these viral samples given that
they apparently disappeared four years ago.

One possibility could be the fact that the breach took place in 2021 during the COVID-19
pandemic. Given the lockdowns, travel bans, vaccine mandates, and other draconian
restrictions in place in Australia at that time, Queensland authorities may have been
concerned that even by 2023 when the incident was uncovered, admitting to the loss of
hundreds of deadly viral samples could have undermined public trust.

But as we now know, the Australian public’s trust in government health information had
already been greatly damaged by the country’s response to COVID-19 itself. An Australian
government-appointed inquiry recently warned that public trust won't be so high in a future
pandemic, adding that people would be unlikely to accept again many of the measures
taken.

While there is probably never an ideal time for any government to have to admit to a major
biosecurity breach, public health interests coupled with the need for transparency dictate
that people have a right - and indeed, a need - to know the truth. In this respect, the fact
that the announcement was made in the runup to the Christmas holidays speaks volumes.
Seemingly, this was viewed by authorities as the best time to bury the bad news. In
Australia, as in other countries, it seems, transparency in public health remains secondary
to politics.

*
Click the share button below to email/forward this article. Follow us on Instagram and X and

subscribe to our Telegram Channel. Feel free to repost Global Research articles with proper
attribution.

This article was originally published on Dr. Rath Health Foundation.

Executive Director of the Dr. Rath Health Foundation and one of the coauthors of our
explosive book, “The Nazi Roots of the ‘Brussels EU’”, Paul is also our expert on the Codex
Alimentarius Commission and has had eye-witness experience, as an official observer
delegate, at its meetings. You can find Paul on Twitter at @paulanthtaylor

He is a regular contributor to Global Research.

Featured image is from Adobe Stock

Global Research is a reader-funded media. We do not accept any funding from corporations
or governments. Help us stay afloat. Click the image below to make a one-time or recurring
donation.


https://theconversation.com/inquiry-warns-distrustful-public-wouldnt-accept-covid-measures-in-future-pandemic-242383
https://www.instagram.com/globalresearch_crg/
https://twitter.com/CrGlobalization
https://t.me/gr_crg
https://www.dr-rath-foundation.org/2025/01/hundreds-of-vials-containing-deadly-viruses-disappear-from-australian-laboratory-in-major-biosecurity-breach/
https://twitter.com/paulanthtaylor
https://twitter.com/paulanthtaylor
https://www.dr-rath-foundation.org/2020/10/the-nazi-roots-of-the-brussels-eu-book/
https://twitter.com/paulanthtaylor

®

SUPPORT I GLOBAL RESEARCH

Global news & analysis. Uncensored.

Instagram: @globalresearch_crg
Telegram: @gr_crg @ “ X
X: @CrGlobalization

globalresearch.ca

The original source of this article is Global Research
Copyright © Paul Anthony Taylor, Global Research, 2025

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Paul Anthony
Taylor

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca


https://store.globalresearch.ca/donate/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/paul-anthony-taylor
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/paul-anthony-taylor
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/paul-anthony-taylor
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

