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Hundreds of Israeli citizens, Jews and Arabs, have in the last few days signed a letter
expressing support for the leader of the British Labour Party, Jeremy Corby. The letter will
be sent to Labour’s Annual Conference that will take place in Liverpool starting next Sunday,
September 23, and continue until Wednesday, September 26. The letter of support reads as
follows:

“We are Jewish and Palestinian citizens of Israel, committed to civil equality
within Israel, to an end to the occupation and the blockade of Gaza, to a just
peace and justice for the Palestinian refugees. The solidarity of progressive
forces abroad is vital to our struggle, and we therefore welcomed the election
of Jeremy Corbyn, a committed campaigner for peace, as leader of the British
Labour Party.”

“Since his election, Corbyn has been subjected to sustained attacks for his
supposed friendliness to antisemitism. We reject the substance of these
accusations completely, and we note that some of Corbyn’s accusers, such as
Israeli PM Binyamin Netanyahu, are themselves notorious racists and allies of
known anti-Semites, such as Viktor Orban and the Polish nationalists. We also
note that, even as many of Corbyn’s critics claim to respect the right to
criticize Israel in theory, in practice their attacks seem designed to shut down
debate on Israel-Palestine and prevent a future Labour government from
applying any real pressure on Israel to change its policies.”

“At the same time, we recognize the reality of antisemitism, including on the
left, and we applaud Labour’s sustained efforts to fight it within its ranks.
These efforts are free from the hypocrisy of the right, which decries
antisemitism, real and imagined, while openly encouraging racism of other
kinds. In a global climate of rising fascism, this hypocrisy is extremely
dangerous. In order to combat it, it is absolutely necessary to repudiate
antisemitism while also standing up for Palestinian rights and for socialism. We
call upon all friends of Israeli-Palestinian peace to join the Labour Party’s
leadership in its unequivocal commitment to creating a politics free of hate and
prejudice, and to support us in working together toward a future without
oppression and discrimination in Israel and Palestine. Labour friends, we wish
you success in your upcoming National Conference and in the struggles
ahead.”

Add your signature to the letter of support for Jeremy Corbyn here.
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