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Last month, the Jimmy Dore Show invited investigative reporter Ben Swann to speak to the
myriad facts and evidence uncovered that point to the Israeli government and Israeli
intelligence having known well in advance of the planned 7 October Hamas attack and
welcoming it.

It should be an explosive news piece if not for the self-censorship of the US legacy media.
Swann, thankfully, has put together a 7-part series on this with his team at Truth in Media.

Nonetheless, aside from the otherwise splendid investigative reporting by Swann, the
interview raised a question: Why is a legitimate Palestinian resistance against Israeli
occupation (the borders are sealed to Gaza and the seas are closed to Palestinian
fishermen) and oppression described by Swann as an “horrible and evil thing”?

Is not the Israeli slow-motion genocide (since 7 October it has been accelerated),
occupation, racism, discrimination, and oppression not the “horrible and evil thing”? Is the
horrible and evil theft of historical Palestine by European Jews not the cause of Palestinian
resistance? Is it not, per se, horrible and evil to deride a legitimate resistance against the
evil of Zionism?

Back in 2008 when Israel was on an earlier mass murder binge against Palestinians and
Hamas resisted, | wrote about “The Inalienable Right to Resist Occupation”:

Complicitly, the Whitehouse blamed Hamas, as did Canada’s government. Government
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officials in the US, Canada, and Europe spoke the same lame phrase, “Israel has a right
to defend itself,” as if the slaughter being carried out by a world military power against
a starving population could be construed as some kind of defense. Israel, the world’s
most frequently cited violator of international law, a racist state, an occupation state
built through violence and slow-motion genocide is being acknowledged as having the
right to defend its criminality. This is preposterous; there is no right of an occupation
regime to defend its occupation. Palestine, however, has a right to resist occupation!

Frequent guest of the Dore Show, comedian Kurt Metzger realizes the situation that Israel
forces the Palestinians to live under: a “concentration camp.” The Palestinians in Gaza are
presented with a choice to either live on bended knee or to resist.

However, Swann would double down on his vitriol against the Hamas resistance saying:
“The Hamas attacks were violent and brutal.” The language is leading and unnecessary.
Attacks by their very nature are usually violent and brutal. But why are these adjectives not
applied to the violent and brutal Israeli occupation by Swann?

If there were no occupation of historical Palestine, if there were not millions of Palestinians
living outside their homeland as refugees, if Palestinians were not being systematically
humiliated by Israelis, if Palestinians were not being weeded out of existence by Israelis, if
Palestinians were thrown the crumb of the decency to live peacefully alongside their racist
usurpers in their historical homeland, would not the rise of a resistance have been obviated?

A progressivist principle should hold that: The oppressor bears responsibility for all
casualties because without the oppression, there would be no need for resistance. Ergo,
criticism of the resistance of Hamas is unprincipled.

As the show’s cast rummaged over whether Israel was now carrying out a genocide, Jimmy
Dore felt it necessary to describe Hamas as a terrorist organization. Hello! There are likeliest
over a 100,000 Palestinians slaughtered resulting from this bogus intelligence failure, so
who are the terrorists?

Ed Herman, the first author of the acclaimed media analysis, Manufacturing Consent: The
Political Economy of the Mass Media, noted:

For decades it has been the standard practice of the U.S. mainstream media to
designate Palestinian attacks on Israelis as acts of “terrorism,” whereas acts of Israeli
violence against Palestinians are described as “retaliation” and “counter-terror.” This
linguistic asymmetry has been based entirely on political bias. Virtually all definitions of
terrorism, if applied on a nonpolitical basis, would find a wide array of Israeli operations
and acts of violence straightforward terrorism. (p 119)

The commonly bandied about death toll of 30 something thousand Palestinians is atrocious,
but serious voices point to a serious undercount.

On 5 July 2024, the Lancet ran its numbers:

“Applying a conservative estimate of four indirect deaths per one direct death to the
37396 deaths reported, it is not implausible to estimate that up to 186000 or even more
deaths could be attributable to the current conflict in Gaza.”

Ralph Nader had written months earlier:
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“From accounts of people on the ground, videos and photographs of deadly episode
after episode, plus the resultant mortalities from blocking or smashing the crucial
necessities of life, a more likely estimate, in my appraisal, is that at least 200,000
Palestinians must have perished by now and the toll is accelerating by the hour.”
[emphasis added]

This time, it appears that Zionist connivance has blown up in the connivers faces and the
faces of the supporters of Zionism in western governments.

There has been a catastrophic blowback against the genocidaires. Houthis in Yemen have

caused disruptions to Zionist-aligned shipping in the Red Sea and Indian Ocean. Even US
and UK aircraft carriers fear Houthi attacks.

Former US Marine intelligence officer Scott Ritter sourced inactive Israeli generals:

“Israel can’t win this war. Not only Israel can’t win this war, Israel is losing this war.”

Would an outcome where Zionist occupation, oppression, racism, genocide is defeated be a
horrible and evil thing?
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