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Harvard Professor to Run for President? Dismantle
Corruption in Washington

Lawrence Lessig Wants to Run for President to Pass One Bill, Then Resign

By Kwame Opam Region: USA
Global Research, August 12, 2015 In-depth Report: U.S. Elections
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Harvard professor and outspoken political activist Lawrence Lessig is now exploring a bid
for the White House. In a Tuesday announcement, Lessig told reporters that he’s prepared
to take on Democratic presidential hopefuls by making campaign finance reform his core
platform. Instead of relying on wealthy donors, however, he is crowdfunding his campaign
online, and will officially run if he raises $1 million by Labor Day. His hope is to dismantle
corruption in Washington by making citizen equality the central pillar of his presidency.

In no sense do we have representative democracy in America.

Lessig believes that money’s influence in politics has crippled what should be a
representative democracy. The overall lack of campaign finance reform — along with the
landmark Citizens United v. FEC decision — has made way for moneyed individuals having
disproportionate power over political decision-making. Lessig says that, if elected, he will
“hack” the system by serving as a referendum president, one who will focus his energies
solely on passing the Citizen Equality Act. That act will undo political corruption by changing
how elections are funded, guarantee the right to vote, and end partisan gerrymandering.
After achieving all this, he’ll step down, paving the way for his vice president to finish his
term.

On his blog, Lessig writes:

In no plausible sense do we have a representative democracy in America
today. That fact shows itself in a thousand ways — from #BlackLivesMatter to
billion dollar SuperPACs, and none more profound than the deep sense that
most Americans have that their government is not theirs. “The system,” as
Elizabeth Warren puts it, “is rigged.” And the fundamental challenge for our
democracy today is to find a way to fix that rigged system.

So far, Lessig has raised more than $67,000, with 28 days left in the campaign. This is only
the latest effort he has made to address campaign financing and inequality. In 2014, he
created the Mayday Super PAC to fund candidates who addressed the issue. Nearly
everyone the PAC supported lost in their elections.

Lessig has his work cut out for him.
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Lessig knows he has his work cut out for him. It should also be noted that other candidates
like Bernie Sanders have already made economic reform core parts of their platforms.
However, Lessig wants to press the issue harder by tying every major political point back to
citizen equality. “Obviously, even if | don’t get to be the nominee,” he told reporters, “to
have the opportunity to show, for every single issue that there is, how it needs to be
brought around to this citizen-equality point would be incredibly important.”

The original source of this article is The Verge
Copyright © Kwame Opam, The Verge, 2015

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Kwame Opam

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca



http://www.nationaljournal.com/2016-elections/lawrence-lessig-running-for-president-20150811?utm_content=buffer8a334&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer
http://www.theverge.com/2015/8/11/9132665/lawrence-lessig-presidential-campaign-finance-reform-equality
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/kwame-opam
http://www.theverge.com/2015/8/11/9132665/lawrence-lessig-presidential-campaign-finance-reform-equality
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/kwame-opam
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

