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Guatemala’s Constitutional Court Overturns Rios
Montt’s Genocide Conviction

By Stephen Lendman
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Region: Latin America & Caribbean
Theme: Crimes against Humanity, Law and

Justice

On May 20, Guatemala’s Constitutional Court (its high court) overturned Montt’s conviction.
It did so by a three – two majority. Montt will return to house arrest.

“Rios Montt was found guilty on May 10 of overseeing the killings by the armed
forces  of  at  least  1,771  members  of  the  Maya  Ixil  population  during  his
1982-83 rule. He was sentenced to 80 years in prison.”

Rios Montt’s conviction was hailed as a landmark for justice in the Central
American nation, where as many as 250,000 people were killed in a bloody
civil war lasting from 1960 to 1996.

However, the country’s Constitutional Court on Monday ordered that all the
proceedings be voided going back to April  19,  when one of  the presiding
judges suspended the trial because of a dispute with another judge over who
should hear it.” (Times of India, May 21, 2013)

What follows is unclear. Trial proceedings weren’t invalidated. The court ordered them rolled
back to April 19. At that time, a brief suspension followed another judge’s decision. Disarray
and confusion resulted.

By April 19, the entire prosecution’s case was presented. So was most for the defense.
Those proceedings still stand. Everything following is invalidated.

What’s next remains to be seen. A new judicial  panel may be appointed. Guatemala’s
attorney general may appeal.

Heavy pressure preceded the high court ruling. Business interests wanted Montt’s conviction
overturned. Perhaps Washington did also. It supported the worst of Montt’s crimes.

The original source of this article is Global Research
Copyright © Stephen Lendman, Global Research, 2013

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/stephen-lendman
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/latin-america-caribbean
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/crimes-against-humanity
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/law-and-justice
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/law-and-justice
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Central-America
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Central-America
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/stephen-lendman
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/


| 2

Articles by: Stephen
Lendman About the author:

Stephen Lendman lives in Chicago. He can be reached
at lendmanstephen@sbcglobal.net. His new book as
editor and contributor is titled "Flashpoint in Ukraine:
US Drive for Hegemony Risks WW III."
http://www.claritypress.com/LendmanIII.html Visit his
blog site at sjlendman.blogspot.com. Listen to cutting-
edge discussions with distinguished guests on the
Progressive Radio News Hour on the Progressive Radio
Network. It airs three times weekly: live on Sundays at
1PM Central time plus two prerecorded archived
programs.

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/stephen-lendman
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/stephen-lendman
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

