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Guantanamo, Tip of America’s Global Torture Prison
Network, One of Many US “Black Sites”
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Guantanamo is the tip of America’s global torture prison network, operating covertly in
dozens of countries, subjecting victims to brutalized treatment.

They  include  Shaker  Aamer,  one  of  52  Guantanamo prisoners  cleared  for  transfer  to
countries willing to accept them.

Aamer is the last British detainee, approved for release by the Bush administration in 2007.
Obama officials refused to send him home to his wife and four children, despite repeated UK
requests – until  today, September 25. Word came. He’s going home. More on his case
below.

Straightaway  in  office,  Obama  promised  closure.  An  Executive  Order  authorized  it.
Guantanamo  remains  open  –  a  blight  on  the  national  conscience.

On March 7, 2011, his Executive Order promised “Periodic Review of Individuals Detained at
Guantanamo Bay Naval Station Pursuant to the Authorization for Use of Military Force.”

It said in part:

This order is intended solely to establish…a process to review on a periodic
basis  the  executive  branch’s  continued,  discretionary  exercise  of  existing
detention authority in individual cases.

Detainees  at  Guantanamo have  the  constitutional  privilege  of  the  writ  of
habeas corpus, and nothing in this order is intended to affect the jurisdiction of
Federal courts to determine the legality of their detention.

The Secretary of Defense shall coordinate a process of periodic review.

In consultation with the Attorney General, The Secretary of Defense shall issue
implementing guidelines governing the process….

For each detainee, an initial review shall commence as soon as possible but no
later than one year from the date of this order.

No follow-up action was taken, no effort to end gross injustice – 114 detainees remain. Most
are innocent victims, perhaps all, arrested for being in the wrong place at the wrong time or
sold for bounty. They committed no crimes, including Aamer, a Saudi-born British national.

In  December  2001,  Afghanistan  bounty  hunters  sold  him  to  US  forces.  He  remains
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uncharged and untried.  His wife Zinneera wrote British Prime Minister  David Cameron,
saying:

Thirteen years ago my family was ripped apart when my husband, Shaker
Aamer, was sold for a bounty and taken to Guantanamo Bay.

He has never been charged with a crime. He has never faced a trial. He was
cleared for release – told he could come home, in other words – by President
Bush’s  administration.  He was then cleared for  release a  second time by
President Obama’s administration.

We had such hope, when Mr Obama said he would close the prison – finally, we
thought, our family’s ordeal will be over. It is hard to describe the crushing
despair of having such hopes dashed.

Over 117,000 supporters signed a petition to release him. Ahead of his election as Labour
party leader, Jeremy Corbyn issued a statement, saying:

(F)ollowing a meeting of the Shaker Aamer Parliamentary Group yesterday,
which I attended, as the co-director of We Stand With Shaker, it was decided
that an Early Day Motion would be submitted by Andrew Mitchell MP (Con.,
Sutton  Coldfield),  calling  for  the  Obama  administration  to  release  Shaker
Aamer, the last British resident in Guantanamo, from the prison, and to return
him to the UK, to rejoin his family in London.

Aamer was unjustly abducted, hooded, shackled and taken to Guantanamo on the same day
his youngest child was born.

The UK-based Reprieve human rights  group represents  him.  Its  founder  attorney Clive
Stafford Smith says “we provide free legal and investigative support to some of the world’s
most vulnerable people: British, European and other nationals facing execution, and those
victimised  by  states’  abusive  counter-terror  policies  –  rendition,  torture,  extrajudicial
imprisonment and extrajudicial killing.”

Aamer  was  doing  volunteer  charity  work  in  Afghanistan  when  abducted  and  sent  to
Guantanamo. He was brutally tortured and held under appalling conditions.

In protest, he hunger struck many times. In retaliation, guards brutally beat and isolated him
in solitary confinement. Reprieve lawyers said he’s “unrecognizable” from his healthy state
prior to abduction.

Reprieve’s Smith believes he remained imprisoned because he witnessed other detainees
being tortured – able to explain their ordeal and his own.

As this article was being written, good news was announced. After 13 years of unlawful
detention without charges or trial, British media reported Aamer will be released. London’s
Guardian said Obama informed David Cameron during a Thursday phone call.

A British government spokesman said he’ll  be released after a period of notice lasting
around 30 days, then returned home to his family. Why not immediately wasn’t explained.

The Guardian  said  he  was  “detainee  number  239,”  well-known for  his  eloquence and
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leadership. “He was instrumental in leading one hunger strike and then ending it,  and
according to one senior US officer he was greeted like a rock star by fellow detainees.”

US allegations about his ties to bin Laden were fabricated. He was never found guilty or
formally  charged.  He  committed  no  crimes  –  one  of  many  victims  of  US  barbarism,
Guantanamo symbolizing its dark agenda.

Reprieve’s Smith issued a statement following the good news, saying “(t)his is great news,
albeit about 13 years too late.”

But they only just gave notice to congress, so that means that without robust
intervention, Shaker and his family have to wait until  October 25th at the
earliest for their reunion.

The UK must  demand of  President  Obama that  he should  be on a  plane
tomorrow, so that Shaker’s family does not have to endure more of the agony
of waiting, uncertain every time a phone rings.

British politicians may bombasticate about our ‘robust and effective systems to
deal with suspected terrorists’ but Shaker is not and never has been a terrorist,
and has been cleared by the Americans themselves for 8 years.

I hope the authorities will understand that he has been tortured and abused for
more than a decade, and what he wants most is to be left alone with his family
to start rebuilding his life.

Stephen Lendman lives in Chicago. He can be reached at lendmanstephen@sbcglobal.net.

His  new book  as  editor  and  contributor  is  titled  “Flashpoint  in  Ukraine:  US  Drive  for
Hegemony Risks WW III.”

http://www.claritypress.com/LendmanIII.html

Visit his blog site at sjlendman.blogspot.com.

Listen to cutting-edge discussions with distinguished guests on the Progressive Radio News
Hour on the Progressive Radio Network.

It  airs  three times weekly:  live on Sundays at  1PM Central  time plus two prerecorded
archived programs.
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