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“Through this agreement, the Obama Administration is seeking to boost U.S. economic
growth and support the creation and retention of high-quality American jobs by increasing
exports in a region that includes some of the world’s most robust economies and that
represents  more  than  40  percent  of  global  trade.”[1]  –Statement  from  the  Office  of  the
United  States  Trade  Representative

“I  think  we  need  to  look  at  the  Trans-Pacific  Partnership  as  the  neo-liberal  arm of  the  US
pivot at Asia. So we have all these countries in South East Asia that basically have more
incentive to do business with China….Many policy papers state the importance of South-East
Asia  in  …counterbalancing the influence of  China in  the region.  So that  is  what  I  perceive
the TPP to be.”  –Nile Bowie
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Lost in the wake of headlines about controversies surrounding Canadian Senators’ housing
and living expenses and allegations of a Toronto big city Mayor ailing from an apparent
crack addiction, is the important negotiations on a major trade and investment deal taking
place in Lima, Peru this past week.

The  Trans-Pacific  Partnership  (TPP)  had  its  origins  in  the  2005  Trans-Pacific  Strategic
Economic Partnership Agreement or the P4 which involved the countries of Brunei, Chile,
New Zealand, and Singapore, and was aimed at liberalizing trade in those countries. [2] This
deal was expanded in 2008 to include the US in negotiations and by 2009, the TPP began its
first round of talks. [3], [4].

There are currently twelve negotiating partners in this comprehensive pact. In addition to
the P4, and the US there are Australia,  Peru, Vietnam, and Malaysia,  with Mexico and
Canada having joined the negotiations last October and Japan jumping on board in March.
[5], [6]

TPP is the latest in a string of numerous free trade agreements that proponents say will
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generate increased economic activity  between and within countries  thereby leading to
greater prosperity for citizens. [7]

Critics of the North American Free Trade Agreement, and its numerous successors argue
however that these agreements really are not about trade. They are mechanisms by which
corporations  with  international  reach  can  overcome  barriers,  regulations,  and  other
restrictions on their profit-making activities. [8]

Three critics from three separate countries explain their concerns in this week’s instalment
of the Global Research News Hour.

Stuart Trew, Trade Campaigner for the Ottawa-based Council of Canadians provides his
group’s analysis not only of the TPP, but also the Canada-EU Comprehensive Economic and
Trade Agreement and the Canada-China Foreign Investment Protection Agreement (FIPA).

Kristen Beifus of the Washington Fair Trade Coalition dissects the impacts of free trade on
Americans and the concerns specific to the TPP.

Kuala Lampur-based Nile Bowie provides his analysis of TPP in terms of its impacts on
Malaysia where elections have recently been held. His commentaries on TPP appear on the
globalresearch website.
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The  Global  Research  News  Hour,  hosted  by  Michael  Welch,  airs  on  CKUW 95.9FM in
Winnipeg Thursdays at  10am CDT.  The programme is  now broadcast  weekly (Monday,
5-6pm ET) by the Progressive Radio Network in the US, and is available for download on the
Global Research website.
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